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Abstract:  “Freedom of information is a fundamental human right and is the touchstone of all the 

freedoms to which the United Nations is consecrated; Freedom of information implies the right to 

gather, transmit and publish news anywhere and everywhere without letters. As such it is an 

essential factor in any serious effort to promote the peace and progress of the world […]” [General 

Assembly resolution 59 (I) of 14 December 1946] 

 

Since its foundation in 1945, the United Nations (UN) has undertaken numerous efforts to 

strengthen freedom of information and media development across the world. On the one hand, it 

was able to achieve mayor agreements such as the inclusion of Article 19 guaranteeing freedom of 

information in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights from 1948. On the other hand, it failed to 

do so, as it was for example the case with the draft Convention on Freedom of Information.  

 

The General Assembly and the Security Council are the two main policy-making organs of the 

United Nations. The vast majority of UN decisions on freedom of information and media 

development are adopted by the General Assembly and therefore have, according to the Charter of 

the UN, no binding character. The Security Council, which in contrast to the General Assembly has 

the power to enforce resolutions with binding character, however, only deals with freedom of 

information and media development occasionally in particular situations which constitute a danger 

to international peace and security. 

 

From an International Relations perspective it could be argued that the United Nations is trapped 

between legal idealism and political reality. Even though, there is a general consensus within the 

UN to promote human rights and social progress, including freedom of information and media 

development, political efforts of the UN are commonly distracted by the principle of state 

sovereignty, which makes the adoption and implementation of international treaties subject to the 

political will of each UN member state (see controversy between Hans Kelsen and Carl Schmitt). 

 

The aim of this paper is to review the United Nations policy-outcomes in the field of freedom of 

information and media development from 1945 till today and assess to which degree the UN was 

able to transform ideas on freedom of information and media development into reality. The 

investigation will be based on a qualitative content analysis of a sample of 1154 resolutions of the 

General Assembly and 62 resolutions of the Security Council, which were detected at the UN’s 

digital library through a set of topical key words. 
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The paper serves to examine the global governance and the international doctrine in the field of 

freedom of information and media development, which is not sufficiently investigated to date. It 

therefore fits to both, the general call for proposals of the IAMCR as well as the special call for 

proposals of the Global Media Policy Working Group.   
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Abstract:  Why does Jordan comply with the European Union (EU)’s telecommunications rules, 

but Morocco—likewise a rather liberalised and stable bureaucratic monarchy in the Southern 

neighbourhood—refrains from doing so? Instead, the Moroccan government leapfrogs the EU by 

proposing innovative solutions based on Latin American models. This paper argues that functional 

costs, in terms of the compatibility and suitability of a policy with the local context, can explain the 

difference in adoption behaviour with the EU rules. Using a most-similar system co-variance design, 

I compare the adoption of Universal Service Obligation (USO) policies in Morocco and Jordan 

between 2000 and 2014. The results show that Moroccan policy-makers have willingly diverted 

from the European policy model by adopting an alternative policy more suitable to their local 

context.  

 

KEY WORDS: Policy adoption, functional costs, Morocco, Jordan, universal service, European 

Union   
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Abstract:  This paper will historicize recent initiatives to codify citizenship in South Asia by 

tracing the genealogy of “informational governmentality” from the colonial period onwards to show 

how such a long history frames contemporary identity- centered projects like Aadhaar and Nadra 

that use smartcard technology for validating an individual as am “authentic” citizen of the nation. I 

argue that initiatives that seek to identify and define citizenship by means of digital technology arise 

out of a sustained process involving the use of information for the purposes of governmental rule. It 

looks at the evolving relationship between informational coding and concepts of citizenship/subject 

in the colonial period, the nationalist movement and the postcolonial era to show how current 

attempts to capture the nation through data has several historical antecedents. The British colonial 

government, I argue, depended crucially on a data-centric model of governance; the nationalist 

movement in turn imagined the future nation through the notions of information-gathering and 

planning, an instance of governmental reasoning subsequently employed in the Nehruvian era 

which simultaneously promoted the development of computational technology.  

 

In 1962, the then Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru inaugurated TIFRAC, the India’s first computer, 

thus ushering in the digital age. India’s celebrated IT revolution is routinely seen as a triumph of the 

private sector made possible by the liberalization of the economy in 1991. The delinking of the 

market from the government in the post-socialist period, it is argued, allowed the software industry 

to develop strong business practices and create huge global brands like Infosys and Wipro. This 

paper will argue against this viewpoint to suggest that the Indian state played an equally important 

role in the establishment of the information sector. By looking at the evolution and nature of the 

country’s IT policy the paper will demonstrate the “strategic intent” on the part of the Indian 

government to emulate the growth model popular across the Asia/Pacific region. The success of the 

call-centers and of business processing outsourcing was made possible, the paper argues, by the 

state’s high motivation for partnering with the market. 

 

 

What distinguishes the post-liberalization contemporary moment is that it seeks to fuse this long-

standing statist impulse towards informational governmentality with a market logic that is 

increasingly data-driven. To make citizenship conditional on the possession of an identity document 

is to also ensure that every citizen is within the reach of and subject to the mechanisms of the 

market. If Aadhaar (or its Pakistani equivalent) is the most modern manifestation of digital society, 

it is at the same time the culmination of a long history of informational governance.  
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Abstract:  Although positive results of network governance in various countries had been achieved 

including three aspects: legal regulation, technological governance and mechanism of cooperation, 

these practices still fail to adequately solve the following problems：to what extent will the 

development track formed by the synergy of technology and capital deviates from the goal and the 

value behind it set by human beings independently about the transformation of the information 

society? Relevantly, social sciences either defined network governance as an extension of the 

existing societal governance structure to cyberspace, or as a technical function inherent in the 

process of socialization of cyberspace itself. However, these studies had been ignoring the network 

governance system as an initiative factor and intermediary link in adjusting and establishing the 

relationship between technological development and the information society’s transformation. In 

addition, the system also had been being overlooked as a measurable indicators and traceable object 

in the process of information society from "systematic runaway" to "re-structuralization". Therefore, 

it is necessary to transcend the evaluation way that regard the network governance system as an 

objective and confirmed structure, and establish an evaluation framework which seeking balance, 

dialogue and mutual promotion between social and technical categories, subject diversity and action 

unity, in order that the framework could analyse the extent to which the information society has 

entered the trajectory of "re-structuralization", and judge whether it has got rid of the risk of 

"systematic runaway". This evaluation framework, which takes "re-structuralization" as the core 

variable factor, would set up three primary indicators, including the degree of participation, 

controllability and collaboration, and set up twelve secondary indicators， including 

maneuverability, sustainability, scale of domination, type of domination, openness of threshold, 

definition of boundary, certainty of principle, consistency of institution’s logic, diversity of 

institution’s subject, possibility of joint action, degree of mutual knowledge, frequency and 

efficiency of interact etc. Having measured the factor tentatively, the framework would judge 

whether people's independent reflection will still play a full role in the information society’s 

transformation at the value level, and then provide a directional adjustment proposal for optimizing 

the regulation, mode and mechanism of network governance at the practical level.  
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Abstract:  Are the foreign embassies in Egypt using official Twitter accounts as a tool of public 

diplomacy? is Twitter becoming a new tool dialog and cultural approaching between states? Is it 

replacing the traditional and conventional efforts of ministries and governments to present a new 

way of communication in the political and diplomatic arena?  

Public diplomacy indicates a shift from the traditional diplomatic activities to a more open sphere in 

which governments can, directly and indirectly, influence the public opinion in other countries, 

through the use of traditional diplomatic channels in addition to media and social media. Social 

media nowadays is one of the main tools of public diplomacy 2.0. Social media enables interaction 

between countries, the government, and the public, it allows the dissemination of information 

without obstacles. Twitter is one of the main tools used by diplomats to connect, interact and 

influence others.  

This study analyzes seven Twitter accounts of foreign embassies in Egypt: the USA, UK, Germany, 

France, Turkey, and Spain.  it aims at answering a question about how foreign embassies in Egypt 

use Twitter. the main goal of this study is to investigate the role of Twitter feeds in enhancing and 

supporting diplomacy.  The time frame of the study is a year from the 1st of January to the 1st of 

January 2019. Data will be extracted from the Twitter accounts. the categories of analysis include 

the country covered in the post, text or text with a photo, the main statements about Egypt in the 

post and the attitude towards Egypt in the post. Other categories include answering the question of 

whether this post enhances dialog and cultural diplomacy or not.   
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Abstract:  The panel introduces the state of the art of the research projects of the international and 

interdisciplinary network "Tecnopolíticas", led by Dr Francisco Sierra, addressed to study the 

impact in collective public awareness of a commons-based democracy through the uses of 

Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) and Internet Social Media (ISM) of a new 
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subject of study, the Recent Global Social Movements (RGSMs) that since 2011 have emerged 

against the background of the economic crisis. A commons-based democracy is defined here as a 

foundational paradigm in politics characterized by a new dimension of social relations. These 

research work relies on the researchers´ expertise in various dimensions of social movements 

collective action and its main goal is to advance a new social movement’s theoretical and empirical 

chart, specifically exploring RGSMs objective and subjective dimensions, expressive and cognitive 

fundamentals and transversal ICTs and ISM uses, carrying out an interdisciplinary approach with an 

innovative multi- methodological strategies aimed to investigate the elements that shape RGSMs as 

a differentiated subject in contemporary social theory on Social Movements through their uses of 

technology and communication.   
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Abstract:  UNESCO and others concerned with the sustainability of the news media worldwide 

recognise that if this issue is to managed, it needs to be measured and monitored (Schneider, 

Hollifield, & Lublinski, 2016).  Several frameworks for media viability indicators have been 

proposed over the past three years (UNESCO-IPDC, 2015;  Schneider, Hollifield, & Lublinski, 

2015).  However, calls for their implementation have not been answered - until now.  

 

This paper reports on the creation of an ongoing, broad-based, quantitative tool to measure, monitor, 

map and model the forces shaping media sustainability globally. Data on 264 countries and 

terrestrial regions, from a range of global databases including the World Bank, Transparency 

International, OECD etc. and from panel data, were used to create a Media Sustainability Barometer 

(MSB). Structural equation modelling was used to estimate relationships between MSB factors 

(political, economic, social, technological, legal and media-specific indicators) and those United 

Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals which constitute the focus for 2019*. 

 

Testing the model using data on G7 (Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, 

and the United States) and BRICS  (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) blocs, it was 

established that media sustainability was predicted by a number of UN SDGs, especially SDG 

No.16 (peace, justice and the right to information). 

 

We anticipate that media leaders, policy makers and other development actors will draw on the 

MSB  into their evidence-based strategic planning. Furthermore, the study will contribute to 

scholarly discourse into the changing news media ecosystem and the future of global media policy. 

 

KEYWORDS: media development; news media ecosystem; journalism sustainability; media policy; 

sustainable development goals  

 

References 

Schneider, Laura, Hollifield, Ann and Lublinski, Jan. (2016) Measuring the Business Side: 

Indicators to Assess Media Viability, Discussion Paper, Deutsche Welle Akademie, December 2016 
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Endnote 

* Goal 4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning 

opportunities for all  

• Goal 8. Promote sustained, inclusive & sustainable economic growth, full & productive 

employment & decent work for all  

• Goal 10. Reduce inequality within and among countries  

• Goal 13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts 

• Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to 

justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels 

• Goal 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for 

sustainable development   
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Abstract:  This study is part of an analysis of practices related to the use of the Internet among 

Spanish children and youth aimed to guide regulatory processes in this context and seeking to 

establish general principles that can guide self-regulation in the telecommunications sector. 

The overarching goal is to provide a framework for discussion based on a critical review of existing 

contributions that allow for defining a new framework. Considering them as a whole and taking into 

account the complexities of each perspective, we have been able to observe what they contribute 

and how they guide digital technologies regulation. 

Four perspectives are defined that frame the work carried out so far: 1) the European 

Commission’s(https://goo.gl/Dzhfnf), based on self-regulation as the basis of the European strategy 

to create a better Internet for children; 2) UNICEF’s(https://goo.gl/Uwd7Z6), a perspective that 

highlights the presence of children's and young people's voices in this environment; 3) Kids 

Online’s(https://goo.gl/eJnASL/https://goo.gl/Dcay7H), focusing on Europe and on security 

challenges related to children, and 4) PewResearchCenter’s(https://goo.gl/u8s3fc), a US 

organization that supports institutions in decision making in the use of technology among young 

people. 

The methodology of this work is based on the qualitative analysis of 30 document contributions, 

mostly published since 2017. The NVivo12 software program has been used for the analysis, which 

has allowed for the creation of a categories set to clarify the relationships between the four 

perspectives indicated by pointing out their similarities and differences. From here, a discourse 

analysis of all the documents’ content has been carried out. 

The results offer a vision of what each perspective has contributed in relation to our objectives. 

Next,we will summarize some of the most important contributions: 

• From the European Commission’s perspective, the possibilities and opportunities in the use 

of the Internet through the different devices are shown.The tendencies of the users in the networks 

point towards total connectivity, and they emphasize that the best way to protect young users is to 
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educate and train them properly.Specific education programmes include Internet safety tools, 

lessons, campaigns and public service announcements. 

• UNICEF insists on the idea that digital technology is changing the world as well as 

childhood, since it has been empirically proven that children are accessing the Internet at younger 

ages.A concern is shown by the potential digital gap.Policies and regulations should be updated 

taking into account this reality and considering equitable access to online content. 

• KidsOnline highlights the existence of new ways to access Internet as it becomes 

increasingly mobile, personalised and widespread. Access could almost be considered a right. 

Today, the complexity behind use goes beyond the frequency of use and covers a wide variety of 

forms of participation, including search practices, security, privacy, communication and much more. 

It is about stimulating the production of creative and educational content online, promoting positive 

experiences and increasing awareness and empowerment. 

• Finally, the PewResearchCenter insists on the idea that access to smartphones and devices 

has made Internet use more frequent among young people, although there are differences in 

frequency regarding gender, race and ethnicity. This organisation’s research sheds light on the 

positive effects of the network, which helps young people to stay connected and to interact with 

other people, family, friends and new friends.   
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Abstract:  The analysis that I propose is located in the Spanish political context, starting from May 

15, 2011: the hypothesis is that this space-time context represents a moment of rupture of political 

normality that has opened up new ways of conceiving and practicing politics and democracy. 

The aim is to analyze the experiences of the 15 M and of Podemos according to the perspective of 

political communication and the possibilities opened up by new media for social and urban 

movements: Some activists of the same 15M movement, which has spread and organized through 

social  networks, have coined the term "techno-politics" to indicate the forms of mobilization based 

on what Castells calls "mass self-communication". The autonomy of these forms of organization 

and communication from the representative media and political mechanisms, produces a radical 

rethinking of democracy, reaffirming through its various formulas the direct character and therefore 

contrasting the elements of mediation, representation and personalization. 

The analysis of the media system reveals, however, the permanence of the mass media's ability to 

produce truth, despite the contingent creation of other public spaces through the occupation of cities 

and networks. This assessment has led the protagonists of Podemos to engage in political 

experimentation in the television terrain. 

I therefore propose to analyze the political experience of Podemos, whose realistic perspective has 

crossed the television representation to assault electoral representation. The political hypothesis 

proposed  is openly populist - that is, the political theory of Laclau - and inspired by some great 

Latin American progressive experiences. The State  reveals to be the space to contend the power, 

through the assumption of concepts such as the autonomy of the political and the hegemony. The 

application of these concepts in Podemos proved to be rigorous and effective at the same time. 

Analyzing the words of the same leaders I aim to investigate the public discourse and the internal 

structure, where the major differences have emerged. 

The purpose of the intervention is to propose a reading of the political space and, together, the space 

of the media: a substantial juxtaposition between the network and the city on the one hand and 

between the state and television on the other.   
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Abstract:  This paper compares analysis of the 2009 case of Facebook’s agreement to institute a 

series of changes to assure compliance with Canadian law with the 2018 hearings and subsequent 

reports of Canada’s Standing Committee of Access to Information, Privacy and Ethics over 

revelations of the misuse of user data by Cambridge Analytica. The 2009 case was the culmination 

of a formal complaint to Canada’s Office of the Privacy Commissioner (OPC) that Facebook was in 

violation of Canada’s Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act (PIPEDA). 

The non-binding dialogue that ensued between Facebook and Canada’s OPC resulted in universal 

changes in Facebook’s operation until Facebook altered its services not long afterward. 

  

This paper combines analysis of policy documents and interviews with key participants from the 

2009 dialogue between Facebook and the OPC with examinations of the hearings and reports 

generated in 2018 over the misuse of user data by Cambridge Analytica. The 2009 case was widely 

interpreted as a small country projecting disproportionate power over global communication flows. 

However, the data breaches in 2018 raise new questions at a potentially pivotal point in the 

governance of transnational social media platforms. As some jurisdictions pass more stringent 

privacy requirements, such as the EU’s General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and other 

territorial governments scramble to develop a coherent response, the relatively informal 

multistakeholder cooperation that has governed much of the relationship between nations and social 

media platforms is in flux.  

 

Research question:  

What does comparison of recent hearings and recommendations and previous policy milestones by 

the Canadian government on Facebook’s compliance with Canadian privacy law indicate about the 

state of the governance relationship between national governments and online information 

intermediaries?  

 

Expected outcomes:  

Despite earlier indications that multistakeholder cooperation would effectively govern online 

platforms, there seems to be a resurgence of nationally defined interest in Facebook’s operation that 
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is leading countries to rethink their strategy towards these companies. Canada seems likely to 

follow a global trend towards increasing territorial sovereignty over data. 

 

Theoretical framework: 

This paper engages the literatures on media policy, internet regulation and political economy of 

communication, particularly as they overlap with the study of platforms.  

 

Significance: 

This paper makes a significant contribution to evaluations of the approaches needed for regulatory 

frameworks to address transnational media and internet corporations and to understanding the role 

of governments in contemporary media policy, providing a detailed case study of policy 

developments in Canada. Using a comparative historical methodology to examine one 

government’s policy approach to internet governance is a significant contribution at an inflection 

point in the history of internet governance.   
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Abstract:  The general objective of this paper is to investigate how the use of WhatsApp, has been 

presented as a central element for the convening and mobilization of WhatsAppers in contemporary 

forms of political participation. To that end, it will be focused on how the WhatsAppers use the app 

beyond their private life in the Global South. The research method is the “netnography” of 

WhatsApp groups using analytical procedures of a qualitative nature. We will ensure the processing 

of WhatsAppers personal data and privacy rules. The comprehension over the convening role of the 

WhastApp as online platform for civic and pro-democracy networks has three main contributions. 

First, it plays an important role in enhancing solidarity and trust among diverse communities, at the 

same time it encourages and representative decision making at all levels, with a focus on local 

voices. Third, new kinds of civic alliances and discourses are emerging, and, at the same time, new 

digital lens and literacies of pro-democracy movements are being reshaped. The framework adopted 

is the Emancipatory Communication Practice (Milan, 2016). This paper explores the role of 

WhatsApp for  social activism and civic engagement and focuses mainly on the future directions of 

the digital activism in the Global South. 

 

Key-words: WhatsApp; Digital Activism; Global South; civic engagement; Emancipatory 

Communication Practice.   
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Abstract:  The environment of the platform capitalism proof the importance of the Internet Social 

Media. A Datacracy as a political model. In the case of Brazil, we only need to observe the claims 

and shouting “Facebook! Facebook! Facebook!” and “WhatsApp! WhatsApp!” the day of the 

presidential investiture in Brasilia. Cambridge Analytica, Steve Bannon and their partners, with 

Trump or in the Brexit, are also an evidence. In the Bolsonaro phenomenon, the manipulation of 

fake news through WhatsApp groups funded in an unclear manner, goes beyond the mere suspicion. 

The Brazilian Minister of Economy Paulo Guedes, has a stretch friendship with Jorge Selume Zaror, 

whose son is the current Chilean State Secretary of Communication and the owner of Artool, the 

big Chilean enterprise of Big Data and former worker of Cambridge Analytica. In addition, this 

paper analyses the linkages of technopolitics with an authoritarian neoliberalism as the support of 

the Brazilian necropolitics.  

Keywords: Technopolitics; Datacracy; Neoliberalism; Brazil; Bolsonaro   
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Abstract:  The consolidation of an ideology of Lawfare, within the intellectual and moral direction 

of Global governance, does not mean living in a post-ideological horizon and even fewer have re-

pronounced ideological analysis. The ideological processes have been changing radically in recent 

decades: do not manifest themselves more as central to what we think we do (dis-intellectualization 

of hegemony), but in what we do thinking (in our subjective disposition in the division of 

knowledge, communication and work, in the relations of production). Currently, the discursive 

processes of Lawfare in Latin America are configuring as new technopolitical strategies, the extent 

that shift the ideological focus to the ways and methods of a particular policy-making process, 

which will necessarily and seemingly configure less tax than before.  
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Abstract:  The aim of the interdisciplinary international research network in Technopolitics is to 

develop a new multi-methodological model of research of the impact in the public awareness of the 

political digital communication of Populist movements and organizations in the Internet Social 

Media, in order to generate specific politics of communication based on participatory processes and 

communication dialogues for democratic innovation, as a tool linked to processes of community 

social innovation using new digital technologies faced to the challenge for inclusive societies in 

Europe. In this contribution we seek the to introduce the main innovations of our research works  
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Abstract:  In the social sciences, in recent years there has been a sort of "affective turn", that is a 

new way of 

considering affections and emotions as analytical categories (Amhed 2004). 

This approach is generally the result of feminist criticism, in particular it can dialogue with that part 

of feminist theory that analyzes economic and political processes starting from the role that affects, 

care and emotivity - stereotypically considered "feminine" characteristics - cover in production of 

contemporary forms of precariousness and exploitation. The digital space, from this point of view, 

is characterized as intrinsically crossed by the centrality of emotions and affections as the same 

political category (Zafra 2018): the expression of tastes, opinions, attentions is at the center of the 

accumulation processes that go through the social networks, but it can also be at the center of new 

forms of re-appropriation, resistance and political organization. 

Starting from this theoretical framework, this paper proposes analyzing the "feminization" (Morini 

2008) of the use of digital networks in recent social movements. I would like to dwell on the way in 

which this process is taking place in contemporary South Europe; in particular, I will examine cases 

in the Spanish state and in Italy, or in those countries that have been characterized by social 

movements that have maintained a close relationship in the use of new technologies: during the 

explosion of the financial crisis - 2008-2011 - and in the new feminist wave of the contemporary era. 
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