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Dear Friends and Colleagues: 

I presume that for most of us the summer vacation is now over, so I 
thought it was time that I wrote to you again if only to let you know that 
we have not been entirely inactive since n̂ r last letter. Earlier in the 
summer, members of the Programme Committee and ,3tatutes Committee met in 
the Ifciiversity of Rostock where professor Gunter Heidom was our host and 
provided excellent facilities for our meetings. We are very grateful to 
him for his hospitality, ¥e had a full agenda but with the help of our 
legal adviser, Dr Kohlhaas (a colleague of Professor Loeffler), we were able 
to make considerable progress in the difficult task of interpreting, 
clarifying and re-drafting the Statutes of the Association. ¥e hope to be 
able to complete this work at our next meeting, which will be held in Paris 
towards t^e end of October. I shall be widting again about this matter 
later in"the year or early in 1976, and copies of the Statutes with the 
proposed amendments will be sent to all members for their comments. Any 
changes in the Statutes must, of course, be approved by the General 
Assembly and r3?3posals will be submitted at the next meeting on September 
3rd. 

The main purpose of this letter, however, has to do with the other 
part of our vjork at Rostock - that is - about our plans for the next General 
Assembly and Scientific Congress, which will be held in Leicester from 30 
August to h Septeirijer 1976. I enclose an outline of the provisional time
table, and from this and the explanation which follows you will see that the 
approach we are proposing for the 1976 Conference is somewhat different from 
those adopted in the past. We appreciate that these proposals will not 
please everyone, but our discussions have been considerably Influenced by 
the many suggestions and comments we have received from members over the 
last twelve months. These have been most helpful and are very much 
appreciated. I hope you will continue to help the Programme Committee in 
Its work by letting us know what you think about the proposals for the 1976 
Conference. I would like to hear from you before 18 October if this is at 
all possible. 

For the 1976 Conference we are proposing that in each of the four 
plenary sessions"on Tuesday and Wednesday there should be two (possibly 
three) main papers from invited contributors, and that these papers should 
represent opposing ^ or at least different - approaches to the main theme of 
the session. In addition there would be three or four invited discussants 
at each session who would speak directly to the papers which, like all 
participants, they would have received some time before the Conference. Our 
intention is to give more focus to the discussions and to encourage meaning
ful dialogue. Vfe also wish to get away from the pattern, common at so many 
conferences, where speaker after speaker or paper after paper follows each 
other stating viewpoints and/or giving an account of research, but where the 
relationship of the various contributions to a common core or theme is not 
always apparent. 

The emphasis will be on dialogue and exchange rather than on a series 
of unrelated monologues. To this end we are proposing to cut down on the 
number of formal papers prepared before and presented at the Conference, We 
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wish to give plenty of time in the plenary sessions for contidbutions from 
the floor which we hope will focus on the subject under discussion. Of 
courseJ members may still bring their research papers to the Conference and 
circulate them independently. In fact facilities will be made available for 
this and for ad hoc small group meetings outside the main sessions. Moreover, 
throughout the Conference it will be possible for those who wish to pursue a 
particular line of interest, work on a given topic, or exchange ideas on 
common problems, to reserve special tables for a working lunch or dinner. 
The Sections of lAMCR will also meet. 

This sort of arrangement is possible because we have made another 
departure from the norm. At the 1976 Conference we shall all be working, 
living and eating on the same site. The site is a very pleasant one and, 
although the halls of residence are not five-star hotels, they provide 
excellent accommodation and facilities. Tfè are able to offer accommodation 
etc. at what we think is a very attractive inclusive fee, and we hope that 
you will all wish to take advantage of this and also make the most of what, 
after all, is the rare opportunity of being able to have close and regular 
working contacts with fellow communication researchers from all over the 
world. However, should anyone prefer the high life, hotel accommodation could 
be arranged. The emphasis in the programme is clearly on work and research, 
but there will be some free time and I can assure you that an interesting 
social programme will also be arranged. Further details about the Conference 
will be sent to you later, but do please remember to send your comments on 
these proposals and any other suggestions you might care to make by mid-
October at the latest. 

Membership of the Association continues to expand slowly but surely, 
and I take this opportunity of extending a welcome to all new members. 
Perhaps you will forgive me if I remind "old members" that not all have paid 
the subscription for 1975 - in fact quite a few are still behind with their 
I97U dues. It has been suggested that failure to pay membership fees for two 
consecutive years should result in automatic loss of membership status. We 
shall rrc doubt discuss this and related matters at the General Assembly, 
although I would like to think that by that time the discussion would be 
purely academic, with no cases for us to Ti?ork on! I enclose what I hope is a 
reasonably accurate up-to-date list of members. To save the blushes of 
certain members of the Executive I have been generous in n^ inteipretations, 
and I have certainly not applied the two-year rule. I am sure there are 
mistakes - if you spot any please let me know. 

I mentioned in my last letter that, with support .from l^esco,/we were 
preparing a Monograph: The Media and Socializat̂ /OR)''jl̂ rTy in 3̂ I,|̂  t shall 
send a copy to all members. This work includes, in addition to an extensive 
multi-national bibliography prepared by Walory Pisarek (Director, Press 
Research Centre, Cracow), two articles on the main theme of the Monograph -
one by Yury Sherkovin (FacuĴ ty of Journalism, Moscow State University) and 
the other by Robin McCron (Centre for Ifess Communication Research, Iftiiversity 
of Leicester). Kaarle NordSnstreng (Institute of Journalism and 1'h.ss 
Communications, Iftiiversity of Tampere) also has a chapter on the Iftiesco-
sponsored Documentation and Information Retrieval Network, and I shall be 
responsible for a short account of the history, development, aims, purposes 
and future possibilities of lAMCR, offprints of which we may then use as the 
prospectus of our Association. This should help in our recruitment drive 
which should get imder way in 1976. Of course you need not wait until then 
to spread the good news and persuade your friends and colleagues to Join the 
Association and to accompany you to Leicester in August. 
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¥e continue to explore the possibilities of co-operation and working 
relationships with the AEJ and the ISA. 

The full report of the Leipzig Conference is now available and can be 
obtained from our Secretary, Professoi' Dr Emil Dusiska, Direktor, Sektion 
Journalistik, Karl-l/Iarx-liiiversitat, Karl-Marx-Platz 9, 701 Leipzig, EDR. 
We have no spare copies in Leicester, 

There is news of a proposed new book surveying international 
communications, Dr I'fl.chael E Bishop and Dr RLchard Cole, of the l&iiversity 
of North Carolina, and Dr Robert L Bishop, of the Iftiiversity of Michigan, 
are proposing to publish a new survey of the field of international 
communications. Sections of the book woiild includes l) communications 
theory applied to international studyj 2) a historical perspective on the 
development of international communications| 3) international broadcastingi 
h) foreign correspondence and press associationsj 5) interrelAtlonships 
among political, social, economic and communication systemsj 
6) communication and individual and social change| 7) international 
communication organizations! 8) the impact of contemporary technological 
developments! 9) persuasive communications! and, 10) nonverbal 
communications. Further information may be obtained from Dr 1-fl.chael E 
Bishop, 108 Howell Hall, School of Journalism, Ibiversity of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill, N.C. 2751U, USA. 

I regret to inform you that in July I heard from Christina Borshukova 
about the death, following a heart attack, of her distinguished husband 
Professor Georgi Borshukov, from the Faculty of Journalism in the University 
of Sofia, Professor Borshukov had been at the Faculty for over 20 years and 
was one of the earliest members of our Association. I wrote on behalf of 
the Association expressing sjrmpathy to Madame Borshukova. 

I am very grateful to all those of you who write, send articles and 
books, and keep rae in touch with your work. Ify next letter will include an 
up-to-date list of all publications, papers etc. received since my last 
letter. In the meantime, warmest regards and good luck to all of you. 

Yours sincerely. 

James D'̂ Hallorak 

President - lAMCR 

P.S. Don't forget the Conference date for your diary: 
30 August to h September 1976. You could start 
making your plans now. 


