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Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

First, particularly for the benefit of those who were unable to Join us in Poland, let 
me report on the XI Congress and General Assembly which was held in Warsaw in the School 
of Music from ^ - 8 September 1978. The four hundred and seventy two people from thirty 
eight countries who participated in this best ever attended Congress were accommodated 
in three hotels close by the School of Music, The Polish Organising Committee, and 
Dr Jerzy Oledzki in particular, are to be congratulated on all the hard work that went 
into the planning and preparation of the Conference. They must have been as pleased by 
the enthusiastic response of members as the participants were with the efforts of the 

^?ommittee in organising such a successful conference. The generous hospitality of our 
Polish hosts will be remembered for many years to come. 

The theme of the conference was Mass Media and National Cultures and four plenary sessions, 
two on Tuesday, 5th, and two on Wednesday, 6th, dealt with different aspects of this theme, 
as indicated in earlier letters. The papers for the main sessions had been distributed 
beforehand« The main specJcers were given fifteen minutes to speak to their papers, and 
this was followed by ten minute contributions from formally invited disctissants - the 
debate then being open to the floor» Speakers and discussants had been selected with 
disciplinary and geo-political representativeness in mind. Most of them complied with 
the time limits, and ell of them made valuable contributions to interesting and wide-
ranging exclianges. 

On Thursday B-rl Friday, 7ch and 8th September, a different fonflat was adopted. On these 
days the Sections of lAMCK (History: Chairman - Prof Dr G«nter Heidorn; Legal: Chairman -
Prof Dr I"Iartin Loeffler; Bibliographic: Chairman - Dr Walery Pisarek; and Social Science: 
Cliairman - Prof Alex Edelstein) had their meetings, and many papers were presented at all 
these sessions. 

pepers wê -e also presented ab the meetings of fourteen groups or workshops which had been 
organised specifically for the Warsaw conference. The topics covered are listed below, 
and clearly illustrate bo'ch the initiatives and breadth of interests of the Association's 
members. 

1. "Third World Problems on the Communication Field" and "Latin-American Seminar" -
organiser: Prof Nelly de Camargo, Brazil. 

2. "Television and Social Change: The Italian Case" - organiser: Dr Giulio Carminati, 
Italy, 

3. "Materialist Theory of Communication" and "The Economics of Mass Media Communications" -
organisers: Prof Robin Cheesman, Denmark and Prof Tamas Szecsko, Hungary. 

k, "Cross-Cultural Cooperative and Comparative Culture Indicators: Project on Television 
Content and E"fectSo Also: World Commimication Conference" - organiser: Prof George 
Gerbner, USAo i 
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5o "The Eight to Communicate and its Achievement Within a New World Communication 
Order" - organisers: Dr L.So Harms, USA and Dr J» Mikulowski-Pomorski, Poland, 

6, "The Possibilities of Developing Methods for the Qualitative Evaluation of Press 
Performance by Means of Content Analysis" - organiser: Prof Denis McQuail, 
Netherlands UK, 

7, "The State of the Art in Communicator Studies" - organiser: Prof Gertrude Robinson, 

Canada. 

8, "Ethics of Mass Communication" - organiser: Prof A, van der Meiden, Netherlands, 

9, "Catalonia and National Culture Communication Within Spain", 

10, "Communication of Science Information" - organiser: Dr Jerzy Kubin, Poland, 

11, "Free Flow of Information .,," vs "Cultural Imperialism" - organisers: Prof J, Williavi 

Maxwell, USA, and Joan Tierney, Canada, 

12, "Communication and Development" - organiser: Prof Hamid Mowlana, USA/Iran. 

13, "Communication in the Context of Peace Research" - organiser: Dr Tapio Varis, Finland, 

1^, "New International Information Order", 
Perhaps the most notable meeting on the Thursday was the one on 'The Roles of Technology 
and Social Research in the Practice of Journalism' organised jointly by the Association 
for Education in Journalisaj, the International Organisation of Journalists and the 
Professional Training Section of lAMCR, These three sponsoring organisations had never 
worked together like this before, and for that'reason alone this seminar represented an 
important step forward. All the sponsors now hope that increased cooperation and more 
joint efforts will follow. 
This meeting also provided the opportionity to recognise and honour two pioneers in inter
national communication and journalism, education, namely Professor Raymond B, Nixon of the 
United States and Professor Francesco Fattorello of Italy, The seminar was dedicated to 
these two scholars who had served their professien and the Association with such distinctlpn. 
Professor Yassen N, Zassoursky of the Soviet Union introduced them, and gave highlights ^P 
from their distinguished careers. 

The seminar was hailed as a success by those who participated, and it was thought that this 
was due in no small measure to the fact that the main speakers were exceedingly informative, 
and that their contributions led to frank and meaningful discussion and to a spirited give 
and take between the different viewpoints represented at the meeting. 

Regarding the new technology, discussion covered a wide range of topics from the latest 
equipment in newspaper newsrooms to new developments in satellite communication and other 
aspects of international broadcasting. Speakers on the new technology v/ere Mr Dan C, 
Biondi of the Paris office of the American Newspaper Publishers Association (ANPA); 
Mr A,G, Hare of the Systems Strategy Department of the Telecommunications Headquarters 
of the British Post Office; Mr Gerry Sherlock of the Satellite Communications Division 
of the Harris Corporation; Dr Donald R, Brown, an international broadcasting expert from 
the University of Minnesota; Dr Tomasz Goban-KLas of the Press Research Center in Cracow; 
and Mr Jock Gunter, who is director of communication policy studies in the Academy for 
Educational Development in Washington, DoC, 



Speakers on precision journalism - obviously a field of growing importance and increasingly 
used in some countries - were Professor Hyszard Garlicki of the Press Research Center in 
Cracow; Dr Maxwell E. McCombs of Syracuse University; Mr Phillip Meyer of Knight-Ridder 
Newspapers in Miami, Florida; Dr Elisabeth Noelle-Neumann of the Institut fJIr Demoskopie 
Allensbach GMBG in the Federal Republic of Germany; Dr Jurij Szerkovin of the Department 
of Journalism, University of Moscow in the Sovdet Union; and Dr Partha Chatterjee of the 
University of Calcutta, India. 

^ - ' . : . ^ • - . ' • ' - •' 

Professors Cole and Zassoursky, the main architects of this meeting, are to be congratulated 
on the success of their efforts. 

:-.- • : • -^V'--

The "International Council of the Association had two lengthy and most useful meetings on 
Monday and Tuesday and, amongst other things, prepared for the General Assembly scheduled 
for Friday, 8th September» I find this further evidence of increased activity, and 
particularly the developing interest on the part of the newly constituted International 
Coimcil (Leicester 1976) most encouraging, and I am most grateful to Council members for 
their contributions to our affairs. The Council, on which thirty two coimtries are 
represented (no clique or narrowness here) is now, perhaps for the first time, beginning 
to function effectively, as is csilled for by our constitution. Long may it continue to 
do so, , I .. 

I was pleased once more to be able to report to both Council and General Assembly on the 
continuing development of the Association. There are now nearly one thousand members from 
fifty three different countries and, although quantity is not everything, it is gratifying 
to note that the increase in membership has been accompanied by an increase in interest, 
in contributions and in member participation at a variety of levels. 

It is always more problematic to assess or evaluate qualitative development, as distinct 
from quantitative development, particularly in an international arena which is quite clearly 
characterised by heterogeneity if not, as yetj by a conscious acceptance of pluralism. 
Still, the papers and discussions at the main sessions of the Warsaw Conference; the 
aforementioned increase in membership and participation; the efforts of the Council, the 
groups and the sections; the international representativeness and cooperation (particularly 
as manifested in the joint AEJ/IOJ/IAMCR meetings); the vigour of the debate about the 
future of lAMCR;- the Association's relationship with UNESCO and the MacBride Commission, 
taken together, demonstrate the growing vitality and quality of what is now generally 
recognised as a unique forum for researchers and other scholars in the field of mass 
communication research. 

f^e decision to apply for NGO Category A status with UNESCO, which was confirmed at the 
Assembly, is a sure sign, not only of the Association's development and pi'cgress in recent 
years, but also of the Association's confidence in its own future and in its ability to 
progress still more. This augurs well, both for the Association and for UNESCO, 

The relationship between lAMCR and UNESCO is a relationship whioh has its problems as well 
as its undoubted advantages. It is also a relationship which never fails to be the subject 
of debate, and the Warsaw meeting was no exception. Discussions on the "free and balanced" 
issue, the right to communicate, the approach to the MacBride Commission, the UNESCO 
research programme and the degree to which UNESCO avails itself of the expertise and 
advice of the appropriate NGO, arc all subjects which are likely to generate heat as "'' 
well as light. But this should not surprise us- To me, the important thing is that 
lAMCR is now involved and is actually playing its appropriate part in international 
affairs. There is no doubt that we could be more effective - although it vonld be a 
mistake to expect that on certain issues the Association would be able to speak as with 
one voice - but the nature and extent of our impact and effectiveness is largely up to 
us. 

/Over 
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I am pleased to report that only last week I was asked, in ray capacity as President of 
lAMCE, to visit UNESCO headquarters in Paris and discuss the UNESCO research programme 
whir-h had been î roposed for the next two years, following the recent General Conference, 
This increased involvement, taken together with the cooperation with the MacBride 
Commission (albeit that some of this is at the personal level) should be seen as a 
further sign of the recognition of our coming of age, and of our increasing maturity " 
as an international organisation» We may complain and make claims that we should be 
consulted more frequently, and so on, but first of all we have to demonstrate that we 
are worth consulting and sufficiently representativej active and engaged, to be regarded 
seriously as an international organisation of scholars who are concerned about the 
social issues of our time» • "̂ -~ 

I think that the time has now arrived, and that there is now a recognition of our role 
and of the value of our contributions« But this is no reason for complacency - there 
is much still to be done - any more than it is a reckon for regrets on the part of those 
who appear to fear or resent the problems that come in the wake of development. We are 
no longer a cosy club of armchair elitists, playing about on the fringes of society. We 
are involved, we are at the centre of an international stage where vital issues are being 
debated» As researchers and scholars we have a contribution to make, and we must not ^^ 
shirk from making it. We may not be certain about all the answers - we may not all ^P 
speak'with one voice - but this uncertainty, this lack of unanimity, should not lead 
us to underestimate the nature, scope and value of what we are capable of doing. It '" 
should certainly not lead us to withdraw, to abdicate, to evade our responsibilities, 
or to seek to avoid the problems and controversies which inevitably stem from the very 
nature of our worko Within limits, it is good that there is controversy, it is healthy, 
that there is conflict» Something good may eventually flow from it» But, again, that 
IS up to us, and it is more likely to stem from constructive proposals and positive 
action than from negative criticism and retreat» 

The Warsaw meeting was also notable for the number of initiatives which came from the 
floor of the Assembly» As a result, three new Sections were formed, namely Political''"' 
Economy, International Communication and Communication Satellites and Technology» " " 

The questions of tasks, programme approval and future development of these Sections 
was referred, as is required by Statute, to the next meeting of the International Council, 
which^incidentally»will be held at the University of Leicester on 11-13 July 1979o 
Section programmes must be submitted to that meeting. Some members were obviously ' '''"*' 
anxious that Sections might develop without having an agreed purpose and programme, ^^ 
and that the Council had not had time to consider all the implications of these new ^^ 
developments» They feared, amongst other things, that we might return to the situation 
of a few years ago when some Sections clearly existed in name only» It was agreed that 
the whole question of the role and function of Sections should receive careful consideration 
at the July meeting. In the meantime, those members v/ho are interested in these new 
Sections should get in touch with Graham Murdock or Herbert Schiller (Political Economy), 
Breda Pavlic or Hamid Mowlana (international Communication) and Dallas Smythe (Communication 
Satellites and Technology). Reports from the other Sections were presented to the General 
Assembly. Earlier the International Council accepted with regret the resignation of 
Alex Edelstein as Head of the Social Psychology Section» The Council recorded its 
appreciation of his initiative and efforts in presiding over a Section v/ith such an 
active and comprehensive programme, and was pleased to note that he >vould still be around 
to help Annette Suffert and Olga Linné in the planning and organisation of the work of 
this Section, 

So much time was taken at the General Assembly in discussing these matters that not 
enough time was available for a fiill discussion on one of the most important items on 
the agenda, namely The Future Development of the Association, This was disappointing 



for, as you know, I have been asking members for many years to write or speak up about 
what they thought about the past, present and future of the Association» I am still 
anxious for a fuller and wider participation in the debate about our future, and it was 
with this in mind that I proposed, and the Assembly accepted, that early in 1979 I 
should distribute to all members of the Association a "collection of position papers" 
from those members of the International Council (or from other members of the Association 
who so wished) who were prepared to write such papers and let me have them before the 
end of 19780 I appreciate that there is still time - but noö much - and I am still 
awaiting delivery from some of those who promised to write» I still intend to send out 
the collection early in the New Year» I think all members will find it interesting, 
and I would hope that many of you will respond to it with your own contribution^ The 
"collection", and the reaction to it, should be particiilarly useful as a kind of working 
document for the July meeting of the International Council» 

The International Council were pleased to welcome as a new member Francis Balle of the 
Institut Francais de Presse et des Sciences de 1'Information, Universite de Droit 
d'Economie, Paris» It was particularly appropriate that he should be elected at the 
same time as the formal ratification of the new French National Council, which he had 

^one so much to revive» It was very sad, hovrever,' that his election v/as consequent 
^pon the death of his colleague and fellow countryman, Claude Bellanger, v/ho had served 
the Association so well for many years» At the General Assembly Annette Suffert, in 
paying tribute to Claude Bellanger, referred to the value of his contribution to his ' 
profession, and to comm.unication studies in France, as well as to his pioneer work in 
the early days of our Association» Since the Warsaw meeting, Antonio Pasquali, Venezuela, 
has resigned from the International Council» This became necessary when he took up his 
appointment with UNESCO, Fortunately we shall not lose contact with him, and I knov; 
personally that we can continue to rely on his support and cooperation» 

Although re-elections are possible, all places on the International Council and Executive 
Board fall vacant in August/September I98O, and elections \>rill take place at the next 
General Assembly» It was decided, however, that it would be most helpful if, before that 
time, members would give some thought to this important matter and pass on their thoughts, 
recommendations, and even specific proposals or nominations to the President who, following 
discussion with the Secretary and the International Coxincil, would then be in a better 
position to ensure the efficiency and fairness of the electoral procedures» It should 
be remembered that, according to our Stabiites, the International Council must be 
"representative" v/ith regard both to geographical and disciplinary consideratio'iSo 

^Êt was agreed that the next General Assembly and Scientific Conference should be held 
in Caracas, Venezuela, in late August 19<£0, and that in I982 the site of the Conference 
would be in Paris» It was agreed at the Assembly that the theme for the 198O Conference 
would be New Structure of International Communication? - The Role of Research» A 
Programme Committee for the Caracas conference consisting (in addition to the President 
cind Secretary) of Dajani (Lebanon), Hamelink (Netherlands) and Noelle-Ne-umann (FRG) was 
elected, with powers to coopt both generally and from the Venezuelan Organising Committee» 
Reyes Matta (Mexico) and Gomez Perez and Safar (Venezuela) have been coopted» The first 
meeting of the Programme Committee will be held (courtesy and hospitality of Elisabeth 
No elle-Neumann) at the Institut f fir Demoskopie Allensbach GMBG, 7755 Allensbach am Bodensee, 
Federal Republic of Germfmy, from 29 - 51 January 1979o I know, from Warsaw and previous 
meetings, that many of you have suggestions to make about the content, organisation and 
structure of future conferences. So do, please, write to me about these before the end 
of January so that they can be fed into the meeting» It is particularly important that 
we hear as soon as possible from those who would like to organise small group meetings, 
research workshops, etc», Peggy Gray is making enquiries re» economy and group travel 
rates from Europe to Venezuela, and v/e shall keep you in touch with developments» If 
any of you (particiilarly groups from institutions or countries) have plans or general 
intentions, even at this early stage, please let us know» 

/Over 
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I would like to thank all those who have ivritten expressing their appreciation about the 
monograph. Mass Media and Man's View of Society, v;hich stemmed from the Leicester 
Conference, We are planning a similar publication with regard to the Warsaw Conference, 
and I have just heard that UNESCO are likely to subsidise this. Full sets of the formal 
papers from the Warsaw Conference are available at a cost of £^ from Peggy Gray at the 
Leicester headquarters» .. -

Of course, as you will have come to expect by this time, it is im.possible to end a 
presidential letter without some reference to money» As far as institutional membership 
fees are concerned, the General Assembly approved the adoption of a sliding scale as 
follows: , ,«, 

Sfr. 200 (up to 10 members) ) 
ij '^^ 

Sfr» 300 (11-15 members) i. Sliding scale for 
Sfr. ̂ 00 (16-20 members) 
Sfr. 500 (m.ore than 20 members) 
Sfr. ̂ 00 (16-20 members) \ universities and institutes 

Other fees are as before and are listed, together with details of methods of payment, in 
the enclosed membership booklet» If you find any errors in this booklet - there are ^P 
bound to be some - please let us know» 

We had many new members in 1978, but quite a few - far too many in fact - who are listed 
as members in the booklet have not yet (December 1978) paid their dues for 1978» I would 
be grateful if those to v;hom this reminder applies would remedy this immediately» They 
might possibly consider it convenient to pay their dues for 1978 and 1979 at one and the 
same time, i.e. immediately. You will, of course, remember that according to our Statutes 
those who do not pay their dues for two years, and who do not respond to formal reminders, 
automatically forfeit their membership,, ^ , 

Not, perhaps, the most pleasant of notes on which to conclude» But as I reminded the 
Assembly, although our financial position is better than ever before, we are still very 
far from being affluent» We are not m a position to subsidise special or sectional 
activities» In fact, we have barely enough to make it possible for the Association r* 
to be administered effectively, for the officers to service it, and for members to be 
kept informed of developments, etc» Even this limited approach woiild not be possible 
without the substantial "hidden" subsidies and the voluntary and indirect support from 
the University of Leicester, I was pleased to note that this was recognised by the ^ 
General Assemibly in its imanimous expression of appreciation and thanks to Peggy Gray W 
and Jean Godderd for their efforts on behalf of the Association, 

May I take this opportimity of wishing you all the very best for Christmas 1978 and the 
New Year 1979. 

. . ^ f f - * , - 1?. 

Yours sincerely, 

James Irifalloran 
President - lAI'ICR 

PoS» I enclose a list of publications received, and would like to thank those who 
keep in touch with us m this way. 


