
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR MASS COMMUNICATION RESEARCH 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL 

ASHOK HOTEL » NEW DELHI » INDIA 

MONDAY, 25th AUGUST 1986 

(a) The following members were present: 

The President, James D Halloran 

J. 
B. 
K. 
J. 
A. 
R. 
N. 
K. 
R. 
A. 

Becker . 
Bhatia 
Boafo 
Bourquin 
Bunzlova 
Cole 
de Camargo 
Eapen 
Cheesman 
El Rahman 

B. 
C. 
G. 
0. 
F-
0. 
M. 
A. 
W. 
H. 

Golka 
Hamelink 
Heidorn 
Hul ten 
X Hutm 
Linne 
Malcas 
Hear 
Melody 
Mowlana 

K. 
E. 
W. 
R. 
H. 
S. 
T. 
Y. 
J. 
Y. 

Nordenstreng 
Nordhal Svendsen 
Pisarek 
Salinas 
Schiller 
Splichal 
Szecsko 
Uchikawa 
Wasko 
Zassoursky 

P. Gray and A. Hancock (Unesco) were also present. 

(b) Apologies had been received from; 

M. Chenouffi 
M. Cuthbert 
N. Dajani 
F. Fleck 
G. Gerbner 
F. Kempers 

M. Loeffler 
V. Lowe 
A. Mattelart 
R. Nixon 
F. Reyes Matta 
G. Richer! 

G. Robinson 
R. Roncagliolo 
B. Signltzer 
H. Uekermann 
C. Wilhoit 

The meeting stood in silence in memory of Francesco Fattorello and 
Gerry Kline, who had died since the last Council meeting. 

AGENDA 

The provisional agenda, previously distributed, was adopted, allowance 
being made for the combination of some items. 

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETINGS 

The previously distributed minutes of the meetings of the International 
Council, held in Paris in September 1985 and Siofok in May 1986 were 
taken as read, approved and signed as a correct record of those meetings. 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

It was agreed that relevant matters should be covered, as appropriate, 
under other items on the agenda. 



PRESIDENTIAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

The President, in introducing his report on the general progress 
of the Association, Indicated that certain items he would normally 
report on would be covered in detail under special items on the 
agenda. 

The last year or so had been marked by increased activitity at 
several levels, from informal working groups to meetings of the 
officers of the Association. The President welcomed the situation 
where increasingly Sections and Working Groups met, or maintained 
working contact, in between the main conferences, and he thanked the 
Heads and Convenors for their efforts in this connection. 

The officers of the Association had been able to meet on several 
occasions to deal with the Association's business, including 
constitutional matters, publications, publicity and promotion, 
membership, conference arrangements and general policy. Additionally, 
the President, officers or Council members had represented the 
Association at several UNESCO, IPDC and other international meetings. 

The President reminded the Council that it had been accepted for 
over a decade that economies and efficiency demanded that the 
organisation and administration of the Association should be 
centralised at the Leicester headquarters. However, in recent years 
various steps had been taken to make the administration more effective, 
and these included obtaining support from other institutions such as 
those in Budapest and The Hague. Even so, the Association relied 
almost totally on voluntary work. The President stated that the 
development of the "cabinet system" over the past few years, which 
entailed having fairly frequent meetings between the officers of the 
Association, had been very much appreciated by him, and had clearly 
led to a smoother operation and increased efficiency. He thanked 
Tamas Szecsko, Olof Hulten, Cees Hamelink and Peggy Gray for their 
efforts and cooperation in this connection. 

He wished to draw special attention to the work of Tamas Szecsko 
and Cees Hamelink in publications and promotion. As had been the 
case for several years, the Association had continued to benefit 
from a close working relationship with UNESCO, and was deeply indebted 
to Alan Hancock for his unfailing support and help. Of specific and 
immediate interest was the fact that grants from UNESCO in support 
of the work of the Professional Education, International Communication 
and Communication Technology Sections had enabled around twelve members 
of the Association, who otherwise would not have had the wherewithal, 
to attend the New Delhi conference. Further cooperation and support 
was anticipated, including the possible development of a comparative 
study in Western Europe on the social implications of developments in 
communication technology. 
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As far as general membership was concerned, there were still in the 
region of 1000 members from over 60 countries; Costa Rica and The 
People's Republic of China being represented for the first time. Over 
the past two years, following the decision of the General Assembly, 
the lapsation clause had been rigorously applied. It followed from 
this that although new members were still being recruited in substantial 
numbers, this increase was more than countered by those who had lapsed, 
i.e. who had not paid their dues over a two year period. Still, this 
meant that the revised membership booklet, which would be sent to all 
members towards the end of the year, would present a more accurate 
reflection of real, active membership than the earlier lists had done. 

Not surprisingly, the financial statement reflected the earlier 
situation about membership and related matters referred to in the report -
income being derived almost entirely from membership subscriptions. 
Costs (mainly with regard to administration, travel, meetings, etc.) 
were increasing, and in addition more administration costs were having 
to be met from the Association's funds than in the past. There still 
was, of course, a high degree of indirect and hidden support and subsidy, 
which it was hoped would not be too drastically reduced, although it was 
accepted that it might be necessary in the future to draw more on the 
Association's funds to meet the general costs of administration. This 
possibility had been recognised and approved at an earlier meeting. 

Nevertheless, granted the overall policy of the Association, the 
financial situation was satisfactory. The balance at 30 June 1986 was 
Sw.Fr. 74738, which compared favourably with the balance two years 
earlier of Sw.Fr. 70A70. Income from subscriptions over the two year 
period 198A-86 also showed a modest increase in the region of Sw.Fr. 7000 
when compared with the period 1982-84. On the whole, income from 
subscriptions had been relatively stable since 1980 but, as mentioned 
earlier, costs were increasing steadily. It was emphasized, however, 
that should the Association wish to change its long established policy 
of general financial maintenance of basic administrative activities to 
one of support and funding for an expanding programme involving increased 
Section activities, the carrying out of research, additional publications, 
etc., it would be necessary to seek additional financial support from 
external sources. The President reminded Council that this approach had 
been rejected several times in the past, but the matter might usefully 
be reconsidered as long as the financial implications were fully recognised. 

The report and financial statement were accepted and approved. 

NEW DELHI CONFERENCE 

PeSSy Gi'ayj Eapen K. Eapen and the President reported on the work of the 
Programme Committee and on the preparations for, and organisation of, the 
New Delhi conference. 

The President felt confident that, thanks mainly to the efforts of the 
Indian National Committee, the local Organising Committee and a range 
of supporting bodies, the conference would be an outstanding success. 
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Personally, and on behalf of the Association, he thanked all those, 
particularly Eapen K. Eapen, Binod Agrawal and Peggy Gray, who had 
done so much work in the long period leading up to the conference. 

He also thanked Frans Kempers for arranging for a special issue of 
GAZETTE to be produced, and Tamas Szecsko for taking the initiative 
in producing a special bibliography on the conference theme. 

The point was made that it was most encouraging to note a broadening 
of activities, and to realise that there were some members who wished 
to build on the developments of the past twelve years and, more 
importantly, were willing to work for this. Nevertheless, it was clear 
from the reactions of many members that the overall success, the 
intellectual calibre, and the genuine representativeness of its 
conferences were the qualities of the Association perceived as being 
most important, and as making it quite different - if not unique -
from other bodies in the field. Council should do its utmost to 
maintain this reputation - a reputation which the President felt 
would be enhanced as a result of the New Delhi conference. 

HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

It was unanimously agreed that it should be proposed to the General 
Assembly that Eapen K. Eapen should become an honorary member for 
life. 

RATIFICATION OF NEW MEMBERS AND LAPSATIONS 

Membership was ratified for 21 individual and one institutional member. 
It was noted that over the two year period, following the adoption of 
the more rigorous lapsation procedures, the number of lapsations was 
in excess of those applying to join. 

PUBLICITY AND PUBLICATIONS 

Tamas Szecsko and Cees Hamelink provided further information about their 
publication plans. They announced the publication of the first in what 
it was proposed should be a series of Occasional Papers. This first 
paper, COMMUNICATION POLICIES AND PLANNING - AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY, 
would be sent to all members free of charge. 

Further papers would be published in 1987 in what it was hoped would 
become a well-established series. The Sections were asked to cooperate 
in this venture by selecting suitable papers from the many that were 
presented at their meetings. The Secretary General thanked all those 
who had contributed to the production of a special bibliography on the 
theme of the New Delhi conference. 

Thanks to Cees Hamelink and his institution, copies of a promotional 
leaflet had been available from headquarters at Leicester for some time. 
Unfortunately, despite earlier requests, not many members had taken 
advantage of this opportunity to promote the Association. 
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The importance of developing an active publication policy was fully 
recognised, as was its relevance to promotion. The President assured 
the Council that the situation was under constant review, but that the 
financial implications were not always recognised. He said that he had 
been most impressed by the initiative and work of his colleagues in 
launching this new series. Details of further publications would be 
announced in due course, and detailed plans would be presented to the 
next meeting of the International Council. 

The developments were welcomed and it was agreed that the position 
would be reviewed after two years. 

RELATIONSHIPS WITH UNESCO 

Alan Hancock, representing UNESCO, Informed the Council of the latest 
developments at the organisation and the several difficulties he and his 
few colleagues were experiencing. 

In addition to the formal arrangements mentioned earlier by the President, 
he commented on the many other ways in which lAMCR members contributed 
to the work of UNESCO, and asked that his appreciation of this should be 
placed on record. 

The following resolution was unanimously approved for submission to the 
General Assembly: 

The XVth General Assembly of the International Assocation for 
Mass Communication Research, at its meeting in August 1986, 
in New Delhi, India -

In recognition of the fact that 1986 had been declared by the 
United Nations "International Year of Peace" 

Emphasizes the critical importance of multilaterialism in 
International Relations as the world community faces acute 
and global problems; 

Notes with concern the increasing pressures to dismantle the 
United Nations system and in particular the pressure on UNESCO; 

Expresses the need to counteract the declining attention to 
research and reflection on communication issues within the 
UNESCO programme of activities. 

SECTIONS 

All the Association's Sections reported on their activities and 
programmes. 

The International Council agreed that Zoltan Jakab should be the new 
Head of the Political Economy Section, in succession to Robin Cheesman, 
who was warmly thanked for his work for this Section over several years. 
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Although the reports from the Sections indicated increased all-round 
activity, the International Council, after considerable discussion, felt 
that there were no common criteria consistently applied in the establishment 
functioning and assessment of Sections. There was no wish to impose a 
straitjacket of rules and regulations, but the Council agreed to recommend 
to the assembly that the establishment, operation and dissolution of 
Sections should be governed as follows. 

All Sections should: 

(a) have policies, programmes and activities relating to an 
identifiable field of study; 

b) have global perspectives in terms of membership/attendance 
and field of study; 

c) have regular meetings on at least a biennial basis; 

d) have a minimum number (20) of lAMCR members actively involved 
in the Section's activities; 

e) ensure effective communication between members; 

f) report to the General Assembly at each meeting of the Assembly; 

g) have a Head appointed by the International Council, who would 
be responsible for overall direction, coordination and liaison 
with the Council. 

It was also agreed that the Sections should be encouraged to make 
contributions to the Occasional Paper Series. ^ 

PROPOSED CHANGES TO STATUTES 

The President reminded the Council that over the years there had been 
many suggestions and much discussion on the need to revise procedures, 
make appropriate allowances and changes with regard to the rapid growth 
of the Association, cater for innovations in communication technology, 
and take account of intellectual developments in the general field of 
mass communications and related areas. The laudable general aims of what 
were sometimes conflicting suggestions were improved efficiency, 
increased membership, participation and representativeness, the maintenance 
and improvement of intellectual standards, and a wish to ensure that an 
association founded in Europe some thirty years ago was capable of 
adequately meeting the challenges of the present and future in a genuine 
international setting. 

Over the years many useful steps had been taken at several levels towards 
the attainment of some of these objectives. But the General Assembly, at 
its last meeting, and the International Council on more than one occasion, 
decided that to deal successfully with the issues and to pave the way for 
other desirable changes in the future it would be necessary to revise 
certain clauses in the Statutes. 
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With this in mind the officers of the Association, with invaluable 
advice and assistance from the Association's legal adviser, 
Professor Martin Loeffler, had prepared, not on their own initiative 
but on the instructions of the International Council, and following 
representations from many members over a period of years, a set of 
recommendations a number of which called for changes in the Statutes. 

The proposed changes included: composition and tasks of governing 
bodies; election procedures; rotation of membership; term of 
election; number and role of Vice Presidents; function of Sections 
and status of Section Heads - in fact most of the Issues discussed 
over the past decade as areas where changes might be usefully considered 
in the interests of the Association. The proposals had been distributed 
to all members of the Association two months prior to the General 
Assembly, as required by the Statutes. 

The President remarked that on more than one occasion in the past the 
officers and governing bodies of the Association had been accused of 
dragging their feet and of being reluctant to propose changes so, in 
a way, it could be regarded as a definite step forward when formal 
proposals for Statute changes were presented to all members, within 
the statutory time limits, for final submission to the General Assembly 
at the New Delhi meeting. 

After much discussion, which demonstrated a lack of unanimity and in 
some cases a change of mind, the International Council decided that: 

a) the proposals for amendments in the Statutes should be presented 
to the General Assembly so that each proposed change could be 
voted on separately; 

b) the proposals should not now be presented as formal recommendations 
of the Council, although in most cases they had previously been 
approved as such. 

The President thanked Professor Loeffler for his advice and efforts -
often from a sick bed - in helping to prepare the proposals for changes 
in the Statutes on the advice of the International Council. 

XVI GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND CONFERENCE 1988 

Professor Manuel Pares I Maicas confirmed that the 1988 conference 
would be held in Barcelona, and this was unanimously approved with 
appreciation and gratitude. The theme of the 1988 conference, which 
would probably he held in late July, was cofirmed as Mass Communication 
and Cultural Identity. As in the past, the Leicester headquarters and 
the Organising Committee in the host country would work together in 
planning the conference. 
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FUTURE CONFERENCE?; AND ASSEMRIJEr, 

Dr Slavko Splichal confirmed the offer from Yugoslavia that the 
1990 conference should be held there, probably in Ljubljana, and 
this was unanimously accepted. Beyond 1990 conferences might be 
held in Canada and Hungary - in both cases the prospects were 
encouraging. It was also agreed to explore the possibility of 
having the meeting in Africa (Kenya and Zimbabwe were mentioned) 
some time in the mid-nineties. 

MEETINGS OF EXECUTIVE BOARD AND INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL 

Erik Nordahl Svendsen and Robin Cheesraan had kindly offered to 
host the next meeting of the International Council in Copenhagen 
in August/September 1987. Prior to that the Executive Board may 
have the opportunity to meet in Tampere - thanks to Kaarle 
Nordenstreng - in June 1987. These offers were accepted with thanks. 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The previously circulated agenda was approved, with the addition 
of the resolution to UNESCO. 

\ 

/ 

H'' 



INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR MASS COMMUNICATION RESEARCH 

EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL 

ASHOK HOTEL » NEW DELHI » INDIA 

Thursday, 28 August 1986, 9 p.m. 

The fo l lowing Council members were p r e s e n t : 

The P r e s i d e n t , James D Hal loran 

J . Becker 
B. Bha t i a 
J . Bourquin 
A. Bunzlova 
R. Cheesman 
R. Cole 
N. de Camargo 
K. Eapen 
A. El Rahman 
G. Gerbner 

P. Gray and A. 
Apologies were 

B. Golka 
C. Hamelink 
0. Hul ten 
F-X Hutin 
0. Linne 
P. Maicas 
T. Martelanc 
A. Mear 
W. Melody 
H. Mowlana 

Hancock (Unesco) were also 
received from G. Heidorn 

E. Nordahl Svendsen 
K. Nordenstreng 
W. Pisarek 
R. Salinas 
H. Schiller 
S. Splichal 
T. Szecsko 
Y. Uchikawa 
F. Ugboajah 
J. Wasko 
y. Zassoursky 

present. 

2. 

The President stated that this extraordinary or additional meeting 
had been called at the request of some members who felt that there had 
not been time at the meeting on Monday for adequate discussion of 
certain important issues. Additionally, some members now in New Delhi 
had missed either the whole or part of the earlier Council meeting. 

The President provided an overview of the main issues covered at the 
Monday meeting. 

3. 1988 CONFERENCE AND GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

There was a lengthy discussion on a wide range of issues relating to 
the conference, including the themej quality of papers and presentations; 
the role of Sections, working groups, etc., and tf)e composition and role 
of the Programme Committee. 

a) The International Council recommended that the Programme Committee 
for the Barcelona conference should consist of the President, 
Secretary General, Administrative Secretary, 2/3 members from 
Barcelona and three other members (not necessarily from the 
International Council), one of whom should be able to represent 
Latin American interests. The President and officers would 
make the necessary arrangements, following recommendations from 
Council members. 



b) The theme of the 1988 conference was confirmed as Mass 
Communication and Cultural Identity, and It was agreed 
that Professor Maicas should prepare a paper elaborating 
the theme for general distribution to members. 

c) It was agreed that Cees Hamellnk should undertake responsibility 
for the revitalization of the Legal Section, possibly by means 
of a special meeting in Rnrcolnnn. 

d) Jorg Becker volunteered to carry out an overview of the contents 
9f the work presented at the Paris, Prague and New Delhi conferences. 
All papers would be made available to him. 

ELECTIONS AT THE BARCELONA GENERAL ASSEMBLY 1988 

The President reminded the International Council that the exact 
nature and shape of the elections would depend, in part, on how the 
General Assembly reacted to the proposed changes in the Statutes. 
Irrespective of this, however, and following a long discussion on 
nomination procedures, It wns np;rood to recommend the following 
procedures to the General Assembly. 

The President, on behalf of the International Council, should invite 
all members of the Association to submit nominations to him for any 
of the officer positions and for membership of the Executive Board 
and International Council. Those nominated must, of course, be 
members of the Association, must hove given their consent, and due 
attention in making the nominatlon.i should be given to disciplinary 
and geopolitical distribution. 

Within this framework members could nominate as many other members 
as they wished, but it would be helpful to provide supporting 
statements. All names received at the Leicester headquarters by a 
given date would be distributed to members of the International 
Council so that they would be in a position to discuss the nominations 
at their September meeting. Following this meeting a selected list 
or lists would be sent to all members of the Association for their 
reactions, and these reactions would be further considered by Board 
and Council before final submission of a list or lists to all members 
for their comments, and finally to the General Assembly in July 1988 
in Barcelona. According to the Statutes, the General Assembly is 
the sole final decision-maker in the election process. By no means 
all members will be present at the Barcelona assembly, but it was 
thought that these procedures should make possible maximum participation. 



MEETINGS OF INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL 

It was agreed that; 

a) There should be two meetings of the Council in Barcelona -
immediately prior to the conference, and possibly on the 
third day. 

b) The Copenhagen meeting should allow time for wider 
discussions on policy, programmes, future developments, etc. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES AND TRAVEL PROBLEMS FOR THIRD WORLD MEMBERS 

The difficulty for Third World members in paying normal fees 
was fully recognised, and it was thought that it would be 
appropriate to introduce some sliding scale. The matter was 
referred to the next meeting, for which the Treasurer and 
K. Boafo will prepare a paper. Efforts should also be made 
to find travel support. 

HONORARY MEMBERS 

It was felt that the Association could not contribute towards the 
travel costs of Honorary Members. 

TEXTBOOK PROJECT WITH UNESCO 

In the case of these and similar contracts and agreements, the 
President has to accept responsibility, on behalf of the Association, 
but in this case the day-to-day organisation would be in the hands 
of A. Opubor, F. Ugboajah and K. Nordenstreng from the Professional 
Education Section. It was agreed that more attention should be 
given to these arrangements and procedures, and to their possible 
implications. 

lii. 



INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR MASS COMMUNICATION RESEARCH 

; •' MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE XV GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE *•••• 

ev INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR MASS COMMUNICATION RESEARCH 

;̂  v ; ASHOK HOTEL, NEW DELHI, INDIA. . 

. ' V , FRIDAY, 29 AUGUST, 1986 ^̂  ̂  

(a) The President, Professor James D Halloran, opened the meeting in 
the presence of 93 members. - - r. ; • • - v-:-v-r, 

(b) Apologies were received from 15 members of the International - , -v 
Council and 20 other members. , . • ,; . ••. - .., : . :;,, r: 

The meeting stood In silence in memory of the late Francesco Fattorello 
and Gerry Kline. j-—-.•.••!•.: •• 

AGHTOA •: ;0;- ^ .;;,;••- • -•; |-; .'-,,. - r^ ;''-̂ '̂";-:: .' 

The provisional agenda, previously distributed, was adopted, allowance 
being made for the combination of some Iteras. -. . 

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING ' • 

The previously distributed minutes of the meeting of the XIV General 
Assembly, held in Prague on 31 August 198A, were taken as read, 
approved and signed as a correct record of that meeting.^ [ , . - - r ,• .• 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE PRAGUE MINUTES 

It was agreed that relevant matters should be covered, as appropriate, 
under other items on the agenda. 

PRESIDENTIAL REPORT FOR THE PERIOD 198A-86 ;; r ̂/t r . ̂ •-> : if•̂ î  ̂ G^ ̂  

The President, in introducing his report on the general progress of the 
Association since the last Assembly, indicated that certain items he would 
normally report on would be covered in detail under special items on the agenda. 

The period had been marked by increased activity at several levels, from 
informal working groups to meetings of the officers of the Association. The 
President welcomed the situation where increasingly Sections and working 
groups met, or maintained working contact, between the main conferences, 
and he thanked the Heads and convenors for their efforts in this connection. 

The Association had been represented by the President, officers or council 
members at several UNESCO, IPDC and other international meetings over the 
two year period. > 

The officers of the Association had been able to meet on several occasions 
to deal with the Association's business, including constitutional matters, 
publications, publicity and promotion, membership, conference arrangements 
and general policy. 



The-President reminded the Assembly that it had been accepted for over 
a decade that economies and efficiency demanded that the organisation 
and administration of the Association should be centralised at the Leicester 
headquarters. However, in recent years various steps had been taken to 
make the administration more effective, and these included obtaining support 
from other institutions such as those in Budapest and The Hague. Even so, 
the Association relied almost totally on voluntary work. The President 
informed the General Assembly that the development of the "cabinet system" 
over the past few years, which entailed having fairly frequent meetings 
between the officers of the Association had been very much appreciated by 
him, and had clearly led to a smoother operation and increased efficiency. 
He thanked Tamas Szecsko, Olof Hul ten, Cees Hamelink and Peggy Gray for 
their efforts and cooperation in this connection. 

Since the last meeting of the General Assembly in Prague the International 
Council had met three times, namely in Paris in September 1985, Siofok 
(Hungary) in May 1986, and New Delhi immediately prior to the Conference. 
Members had already been informed of the proceedings and decis.ions, and 
further information and recommendations stemming from these meetings would 
be put before the Assembly. 

The International Council was anxious not only to maintain, but to build on 
the progress that had been achieved over the past twelve years. It was 
particularly concerned to make sure that the Association, primarily 
through its conferences, should be internationally known for the high quality 
of its intellectual contributions. 

With this in mind the President drew attention to the quality of the proceedings 
at the New Delhi conference, which attracted 360 participants from A2 different 
countries, and was an undoubted success in every way. In addition to the 
plenary sessions, all eight Sections and 17 working groups held meetings, and 
the contributions and presentations at these were of a very high standard. 
Overall the facilities and accommodation were first class, and the social 
and cultural arrangements most apt and generous. The President said that 
the success was mainly due to the efforts of the members of the National 
Committee and the local Organizing Committee. Personally, and on behalf 
of the Association, he thanked them and all the others, including members 
of the Programme Committee, who had contributed to an outstanding occasion. 

As far as general membership was concerned, there were still in the region 
of 1000 members from over 60 countries, Costa Rica and The People's Republic 
of China being represented for the first time. Over the past two years, 
following the decision of the General Assembly, the lapsation clause had 
been rigorously applied. It followed from this that although new members 
were still being recruited in substantial numbers, this increase was more 
than countered by those who had lapsed, i.e. who had not paid their dues 
over a two year period. Still, this meant that the revised membership 
booklet, which would be sent to all members towards the end of the year, 
would present a more accurate reflection of real, active membership than 
the earlier lists had done. 

The Report was accepted and approved, as was the recommendation submitted 
by the President on behalf of the International Council, that Eapen K Eapen 
should become an honorary member for life. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

Not surprisingly, the financial statement reflected the situation about 
membership and related matters referred to by the President in his report -
income being derived almost entirely from membership subscriptions. Costs 
(mainly with regard to administration, travel, meetings, etc.) were 
increasing, and in addition more administration costs were having to be 
met from the Association's funds than in the past. There still was, of 
course, a high degree of indirect and hidden support and subsidy, which 
it was hoped would not be too drastically reduced, although it was 
accepted that it might be necessary in the future to draw more on the 
Association's funds to meet the general costs of administration. This 
possibility had been recognised and approved at an earlier meeting. 

Nevertheless, granted the overall policy of the Association, the financial 
situation was satisfactory. The balance at 30 June 1986 was Sw.Fr. 7A738, 
which compared favourably with the balance two years earlier of Sw.Fr. 70A70. 
Income from subscriptions over the two year period 1984-86 also showed a 
modest increase in the region of Sw.Fr. 7000 when compared with the period 
1982-84. On the whole, income from subscriptions had been relatively 
stable since 1980 but, as mentioned earlier, costs were increasing steadily. 
The President reminded the Assembly that should the Association wish to 
change its long established policy of general financial maintenance to one 
of support and funding for an expanding programme Involving Increased 
Section activities, the carrying out of research, additional publications, 
etc. it would be necessary to seek additional financial support from 
external sources. This approach had been rejected in the past, but it 
might be time for a rethink. - - , • 

The Association might also think again about the question of differential 
fees for members from the Third World. The Treasurer and Mr S T Kwame Boafo 
would examine this and report to the next meeting of the International Council. 

The financial statement, report and policy were accepted and approved. 

NEW MEMBERS 

The Assembly ratified membership for 93 individuals and 16 institutions. 
^ ' . * , 

PROMOTION, PUBLICITY AND PUBLICATIONS ^ '• '•'"•• '• "̂  

The Secretary General, Tamas Szecsko, announced the publication of the 
first in what it was proposed should be a series of Occasional Papers. 
This first paper, COMMUNICATION POLICIES AND PLANNING - AN ANNOTATED 
BIBrJOnnAPHY, would be sent to nil mombnrr; Vrr^r of rhnr/ro. 

Together with Cees Hamelink, the Secretary General also planned to 
publish further papers in 1987 in what it was hoped would become a well-
established series. The Sections were asked to cooperate in this venture 
by selecting suitable papers from the many that were presented at their 
meetings. The Secretary General had also produced a special bibliography 
on the theme of the New Delhi conference, and he thanked all those who 
had contributed to this. A special edition of GAZETTE had been produced 
for the conference, and Frans Kempers was thanked for arranging this. 

As previously announced, and thanks to Cees Hamellnk and his institution, 
copies of a promotional leaflet had been available from headquarters at 
Leicester for some time. Unfortunately, despite earlier requests, not 
many members had taken advantage of this opportunity to promote the 
Association. 
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A lengthy discussion showed that the Importance of developing an "' 
active publication policy was fully recognised, as was its relevance 
to promotion. The President assured the Assembly that although the 
International Council, aware that the financial implications of 
publishing were not always recognised, had decided against recommending 
that the Association should have its own journal (there was much 
discussion on this), the situation would be reviewed periodically. 

He said that he had been most impressed by the initiative and work of 
his colleagues in launching the new series of Occasional Papers. Details 
of future publications would be announced in due course, and further 
plans would be presented to the next meeting of the International Council. 

RELATIONSHIP WITH UNESCO 

A grant from UNESCO in support of the joint programme of the International 
Communication and Communication Technology Sections had enabled several of 
the Association's members from the Third World to travel to New Delhi and 
contribute to the proceedings. The Professional Education Section had also 
benefited from UNESCO assistance in a similar way, and had received support 
for a feasibility study on The Promotion of Textbooks for the Training of 
Journalists in Anglophone Africa as part of the IPDC programme. Additional 
support may be forthcoming for further work in this area, and lAMCR might 
be asked to arrange a planning meeting to explore the possibilities of a 
comparative project on The Social Implications of New Technology. Other 
cooperative ventures were also under consideration, including a contribution 
to the Report on World Communications. . j 

Alan Hancock, representing UNESCO, informed members of the latest developments 
at the organization and the several difficulties he and his few colleagues 
were experiencing. 

In addition to the abovementioned formal arrangements, he commented on the 
many other ways in which lAMCR members contributed to the work of UNESCO, 
and asked that his appreciation of this should be placed on record. 

The following resolution was unanimously approved by the Assembly: 

The XVth General Assembly of the International Association for 
Mass Communication Research/Meeting August 29, 1986 in New 
Delhi, India -

In recognition of the fact that 1986 had been declared by the 
United Nations "International Year of Peace" 

Emphasizes the critical importance of multilaterialism in 
International Relations as the world community faces acute 
and global problems; . . , . 

Notes with concern the increasing pressures to dismantle the 
United Nations system and in particular the pressure on UNESCO; 

Expresses the need to counteract the declining attention to 
research and reflection on communication issues within the UNESCO 
programme of activities. 

A proposal from the Professional Education Section was also accepted for 
submission to UNESCO with regard to the development of professional 
education in journalism and mass communication in the spirit of the Mass 
Media Declaration. 
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SECTIONS 

All the Association's Sections reported on their activities and ^̂  .,, 
programmes. The reports were accepted and approved. 

The International Council had accepted the recommendation that 
Zoltan Jakab should be the new Head of the Political Economy Section ,̂. 
in succession to Robin Cheesman, who was warmly thanked for his work 
for this Section over several years. 

' I . • . ^ 1 ' - - - . J . , 

Although the aforementioned reports from the Sections indicated _ . 
increased all-round activity, the International Council felt that 
there were no common criteria consistently applied in the establishment, 
functioning and assessment of Sections. There was no wish to impose a 
straitjacket of rules and regulations, but the Council recommended to 
the Assembly that the establishment, operation and dissolution of 
Sections should be governed as follows. ^ . , .. ./ 

All Sections should: ' ' • ' , ' 

have policies, programmes and activities relating to an ..' /. 
identifiable field of study; '̂  

have global perspectives in terms of membership/ . [_'] ""'._ 
attendance and field of study; ^ /. 

have regular meetings on at least a biennial basis; ."' _ ^̂' 

have a minimum number (20) of lAMCR members actively ,."''".. . ,'. 
involved in the Section's activities; 

ensure effective communication between members; 

report to the General Assembly at each meeting of the Assembly; 

have a Head appointed by the International Council, who 
would be responsible for overall direction, coordination 
and liaison with the Council, . , . 

The general principle of the recommendations was accepted, and it was 
agreed that details would be sent to all members for their comments. 
It was also agreed that the Sections should be encouraged to make 
contributions to the Occasional Paper Series. 

PROPOSED CHANGES TO STATUTES ; .. , ' ' !.' '';, 
— — • ' _ " - ^ , *''i "^W-J 

The President reminded the Assembly that over the years there had been 
many suggestions and much discussion on the need to revise procedures, 
make appropriate allowances and changes with regard to the rapid growth 

, . of the Association, cater for Innovations in communication technology, 
^̂  and take account of intellectual developments in the general field of 

mass communications and related areas. The laudable general aims of,". 
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what were sometimes conflicting suggestions were improved efficiency, 
increased membership, participation and representativeness, the maintenance 
and improvement of intellectual standards, and a wish to ensure that an 
association founded in Europe some thirty years ago was capable of adequately 
meeting the challenges of the present and future in a genuine international 
setting. 

Over the years many useful steps had been taken at several levels towards 
the attainment of some of these objectives. But the General Assembly, at 
its last meeting, and the International Council on more than one occasion, 
decided that to deal successfully with the issues and to pave the way for 
other desirable changes in the future it vould be necessary to revise 
certain clauses in the Statutes. 

With this in mind the officers of the Association, with invaluable advice 
and assistance from the Association's legal adviser. Professor Martin Loeffler 
prepared, not on their own initiative but on the instructions of the 
International Council, and following representations from many members over 
a period of years, a set of recommendations a number of which called for 
changes in the Statutes. 

The proposed changes included: composition and tasks of governing bodies; 
election procedures; rotation of membership, term of election; number and 
role of Vice Presidents; function of Sections and status of Section Heads -
in fact most of the issues discussed over the past decade as areas where 
changes might be usefully considered in the interests of the Association. 
The proposals had been distributed to all members of the Association two 
months prior to the General Assembly, as required by the Statutes. 

The President remarked that on more than one occasion in the past the officers 
and governing bodies of the Association had been accused of dragging their 
feet and of being reluctant to propose changes so, in a way, it could be 
regarded as a definite step forward when formal proposals for Statute changes 
were presented to all members, within the statutory time limits, for final 
submission to the General Assembly at the New Delhi meeting. 

After much discussion the International Council had decided that: 

(a) the proposals for amendments in the Statutes should be presented 
to the General Assembly so that each proposed change could be 
voted on separately; 

(b) the proposals would not be presented as formal recommendations of 
the Council, although in most cases they had previously been 
approved as such. 

The President apologised to the Assembly, on behalf of the Council, for 
this apparent vacillation, inconsistency, contradiction and confusion, 
and suggested that it might be due, amongst other things, to the fact that 
the composition of the Council (those actually attending meetings) varied 
from meeting to meeting. 
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The proposed changes were not discussed item by item, as recommended by the 
International Council and, following some brief exchanges it was decided 
that the proposals should be referred to the Executive Board for further 
consideration, and that following this only those recommendations approved 
by the International Council should be submitted to the General Assembly 
at its meeting in 1988. 

The President thanked Professor Loeffler for his efforts - often from 
a sick bed - in helping to prepare the proposals for changes in the 
Statutes on the advice of the International Council. , .,.,...' 

13. 1988 CONFERENCE ARD GENERAL ASSEMBLY ' '' '̂  .1. ;-

(a) Professor Manuel Pares I Maicas confirmed that the 1988 Conference 
would be held in Barcelona, and this was unanimously approved with 
appreciation and gratitude, v, ..-.:::•._,:•,;.{. 

(b) The International Council, at its meeting immediately prior to 
the General Assembly, had recommended that the Programme Committee 
for the Barcelona Conference should consist of the President, 
Secretary General, Administrative Secretary, 2/3 members from ' 
Barcelona and three other members (not necessarily from the 
International Council), one of whom should be able to represent 
Latin American interests. The President and officers would 
make the necessary arrangements. 

(c) The theme of the 1988 Conference was confirmed as Mass Communication 
and Cultural Identity, and it was agreed that Professor Maicas should 
prepare a paper elaborating the theme for general distribution to 
members. 

1A. FUTURE CONFERENCES AND ASSEMBLIES 

Dr Slavko Splichal confirmed the offer from Yugoslavia that the 1990 
conference should be held there, probably in Ljubljana, and this was 
unanimously accepted. Beyond 1990 conferences might be held in Canada 
and Hungary - in both cases the prospects were encouraging. It was also 
agreed to explore the possibility of having the meeting in Africa (Kenya 
and Zimbabwe were mentioned) some time in the mid-nineties. 

15. MEETINGS OF EXECUTIVE BOARD AND INTSRNATIOML COUNCIL •:•.•;. 

It was announced that Erik Nordahl Svendsen and Robin Cheesraan had kindly 
agreed to host the next meeting of the International Council in Copenhagen 
in August/September 1987. Prior to that the Executive Board may have 
the opportunity to meet in Tampere - thanks to Kaarle Nordenstreng - in 
June 1987. 
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ELECTKWS IN BARCELONA 1988 » 

With regard to the election process the President, on the instructions 
of the International Council, invited all members of the Association to 
submit nominations to him for any of the officer positions and for 
membership of the Executive Board and International Council. Those 
nominated must, of course, be members of the Association, and must 
have given their consent. He also drew attention to the fact that, 
according to Statutes, re-election of current holders and members 
was possible in all cases, and there was no set figure for the number 
of Vice-Presidents who may be elected. However, as far as the 
International Council was concerned, due attention should be given to 
disciplinary and geopolitical distribution. 

Within this framework members may nominate as many other members as 
they wish, but it would be helpful to provide supporting statements, 
and other related comments would be most welcome. It was proposed and 
agreed that all names and comments received at the Leicester headquarters 
by 31 July 1987 would be distributed to members of the International 
Council, who would then be in a position to discuss the nominations at 
their September meeting. Following this meeting it was proposed that 
a selected list or lists would be sent to all members of the Association 
for their reactions, and that these reactions would be further considered 
by Board and Council before final submission of a list or lists to the 
General Assembly in July 1988 m Barcelona. The procedures were approved. 

One of the implications of the rejection of the proposed changes 
in the Statutes is that the elections in Barcelona will follow 
exactly the same pattern and procedures as in the past. In fact, 
even if Statute changes with regard to elections, procedures, 
etc., were to be agreed in Barcelona, these could not come into 
effect in a way to influence election outcomes until 1992. 
According to the unchanges Statutes, which will govern the Barcelona 
elections in 1988, all members - officers. Board and Council 
members - will be elected for a period of four years - 1988 to 
1992. 
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