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President's Column 

In this, my final column as president of IAMCR, an 

association and community for which I have had the 

honor and pleasure to serve over the past four years, I 

leave you with a few notes and with memories of the 

future for which I have worked. In an attempt to envision 

a different future for our association as a community, I 

proposed in my first presidential address that we treat 

seriously the proposition that the present is the prologue 

of all history. Instead of framing the past as the prologue 

of the present and retreading the well-worn path of where 

we have been, where we are and where we are going, I 

choose an alternative route, a different narrative with 

which to inform the memories of the future. We cannot 

simply resolve the problems of the future by providing a 

rational structure to the past. We need new attitudes 

toward collective symbols and new ways and thoughts for 

facing them creatively. There are past facts, present 

options, and future possibilities, but there are no past 

possibilities and there are no future facts. 

The stories which shape our lives are multidimensional, 

as are the histories which have informed my experience 

with IAMCR over the past three decades. My ties to 

IAMCR are, and have always been, multicultural. 

Influenced by the ever more diverse cultural tapestry of 

our international association, my observations of the 

world never stop changing. Not only has IAMCR afforded 

me the opportunity to engage in dialogue with scholars 

from different backgrounds, but this conversation has 

provided me with insight concerning the values which 

inform communication research, as well as a desire to 

develop discursive forms and fora through which to 

organize this dialogue. Not only are we an association of 

communication scholars, but we are a community of 

scholars whose growth is contingent on our own 

communication. As we continue to grow as a community, 

the narratives of our associatio_n will become increasingly 

polyphonic, giving voice to and orchestrating the diverse 

symbols and values which guide comlJlunication 

research. If, as a research association, we are to foster 

an environment hospitable to the critique of progress, 

denoted by the one-dimensional framework of 

technological and economic development, then we must 

build and reflect on our association in a way which does 

not perpetuate the binary oppositions of past narratives. 

Until very recently, the narratives which guided our 

intellectual discourse were framed by the political and 

philosophical oppositions of the Cold War. The image of 

the post-World War II era which influenced the direction 

and activities of IAMCR for more than three decades of 

its history are not dead, for they still have their adherents. 

The debates between "administrative" and "critical" 

paradigms continue. However, neither of these paradigms 

have the power to energize our membership's imagination 

in any collective sense. Today, we have no comforting 

images of greatness and progress that speak to us all. 

The unshakeable god-like belief in ideologies that 

determine all historical events down to the smallest detail 

is no longer a living intellectual faith, and the alternative 

belief -- that individuals alone could direct history toward 

the ultimate goal of a good society -- is equally shattered. 

As critical theorists, we need to recognize that, by 

definition, there is not one critical framework, but many 

forms of critique, spanning different epistemological 

schools of thought. Critical theory is self-reflexive and 

dialogical, demanding that intellectual communities 

maintain a critical posture toward their own assumptions 

and discursive structures. As communication theorists, we 

must remain critical of our own disciplinary framework, 
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deconstructing the ideological formations which gave rise 

to communication as a field of study. As denoted by the 

often used and confused slogan, "communication 

revolution," our field of study is poised on the edge of a 

future which, by definition, is beyond our comprehension 

and control. Despite this uncertainty, I feel that we have 

common roots in some dominant vision, a sort of shared 

dream uniquely fitting our historic period: searching for a 

new meaning of community and the values with which to 

create a new sense of culture. Our dream is that many of 

our current underlying structures, assumptions, and 

practices about community and society must undergo 

immense recasting. 

Be it in the name of a functional or dialectic materialism, 

the iron clad time-laws of the social sciences and the 

mechanism of economic reductionism do not provide us 

with a means of envisioning the values and meanings 

which ground peoples and cultures in webs of 

communication and community. The social sciences fail to 

explain, let alone predict, the events and changes which 

have made a difference in our time. The collective 

memory and social solidarity of peoples and cultures 

continues to defy deterministic laws and linear equations. 

The field of communication is bursting with energy and 

movement, but this energy and movement is not confined 

to the scientific study of information and material 

production, the interactions of political elite and national 

actors, or the metric scales of policy analysis and the 

behavioral sciences. The revolution in communication 

should be a revolution from below, mobilizing the cultural, 

ecological and spiritual connections of global 

communities. Underlying the emerging power base of 

these communities is the ethical challenge of 

communication theories and practices which promote and 

preserve the difference that relates. Not only were the 

social sciences incapable of grounding themselves in the 

universal regulations and constancy of the natural 

sciences, but paradigm shifts in the natural sciences have 

cast a suspicious eye on the positivism, reductionism, 

sciences from the perspective of communication. We 

have yet to answer the questions which humanity has 

been struggling with since time immemorial: what is 

communication? The ferment in the field of 

communication is not conceived as a theory or discipline, 

but instead as a paradigm shift which will transform the 

framework of the physical, natural and social sciences. 

This paradigm shift will redirect the focus of intellectual 

discourse toward the differences that connect knowledge 

-- its values and symbols -- across gee-political and 

disciplinary divisions. Alongside the paradigm shift in the 

sciences, we have witnessed, over the last decade, a 

profound transformation of the arts and humanities. Be it 

under the name of postmodernism, deconstruction, 

multiculturalism, feminism or subaltern studies, the social 

and symbolic construction of identity and community is no 

longer confined to those texts canonized under the 

"classics of Western civilization." Be it with a 

deconstructive reading of the Western philosophical 

corpus, a postmodern reading of popular culture, or with 

the new philosophical and epistimological developments 

of alternative areas of inquiry, the values and symbols 

which inform the arts and humanities have become 

dialogical, bridging disciplinary and gee-political divisions. 

We search for meanings and values which are not simply 

a new and improved version of the past. The problems 

and challenges inherent to the history of the present 

demand a re-reading of the past and the remembering of 

futures past. The end of the Cold War is not to be 

confused with the end of history or the triumph of liberal 

ideology, but instead with the emergence of different 

histories and other voices. The crisis of historic master

narratives accounts for the revolutionary crack in time, in 

which the past, present and future overlap, bringing to the 

fore those problems and challenges which have defined 

cultures and civilizations from time immemorial. 

There is a progressive loss of mastery over our own 

destiny as machines and digital information and 

communication theory are used to explain our everyday 

determinism and mechanism to which the social sciences life. Ironically, in societies that are known as "information 

continue to cling. With developments in the physical and 

natural sciences -- from the fields of ecology, cybernetics 

and medicine to theories of complexity and self

organization -- the sciences have shifted their focus from 

a mechanistic to communicative framework. We must 

envision and bring to fruition a communication theory 

which is not grounded in economics and the social 

sciences, but reconceptualizes economics and the social 

rich," a dangerous level of information deprivation often 

exists. To combat elitism and poverty of information, we in 

academia must provide an intellectual forum in which 

planners can be criticized and challenged and new ideas 

can enter the social imagination. Five centuries have 

passed since the invention of the printing press, yet by 

the end of the 1990s, one-fifth of the world's adults lack 

the capacity to take advantage of this invention. Although 
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the percentage or proportion of the population affected is 

diminishing slowly, the number of illiterates is greater 

today than it was twenty years ago. Is this included in our 

discourse on human rights or are we simply interested in 

the number of those who use the Internet and whose 

commercial publications and discourse are supposed to 

be protected as a matter of universal rights? As a 

research organization committed to the challenges and 

problems of the increasingly divisive and turbulent sphere 

of our global information-communication (dis)order, our 

work is cut out for us. Not only must we reflect on and 

intervene in the political conflicts, challenges and 

opportunities inherent to the economics of our evolving 

communication infrastructure, but we must not allow 

ourselves to be swept away by the currents of change. 

The future denoted by our "information era" and 

"communication revolution" fails to account for, and even 

obliterates, the memories which ground peoples and 

communities in their social, cultural and spiritual lifeworld. 

The tragedy of our so-called new world order is informed 

and misinformed by a mass mediated and commodity 

culture which subjugates and enslaves peoples to the 

abstract and operational imperative of technological 

demands. How are we, as an association and community 

reflexively embedded within this technological discourse, 

to work through the socio-symbolic disintegrations of our 

era? 

Our current problems will not simply pass away. The 

history of future communication must give voice to the 

ghosts of the past: the ghosts which, without voice, 

explode onto the scene with blood shed in the name of 

nationalism and ethnicity. Can we hear the silent cry of 

those victimized by the technological and economic 

warfare of our information and communication 

revolutions? Can our communication paradigms and 

theories account for the specters which haunt our era, 

calling forth other histories or the history of others? If, on 

the one hand, we must address the challenges and 

problems of communication from the history of the 

present, on the other hand, we must return eternally to 

the questions which transcend the limited perspective of 

the fleeting present. Any attempt to understand the epic 

knowledge to the perspective of civilizations. The sense of 

information and communication objectified and 

monopolized by our industrial civilization is only one form 

of information and communication, framed by theories of 

economic growth. Information in the form of skill and 

knowledge preceded capital formations, and in many 

ways characterizes all stages of human history. 

The will and desire of communication is grounded in the 

ecological connections of human nature, and will not 

abide by the all-too-human constructs of the nation-state 

and the governmentality of its socio-political institutions. 

Uprooted from the organic ground and transcendent 

values of collective memory and social solidarity -- that is, 

the symbolic horizon which links communication and 

community -- the political identifications conjured by the 

nation-state system can only imprison us within our 

nationalistic biases, limiting our capacity to grow, and 

moving us along a road to nowhere. The politics of a 

knowledge which remains wedded to the nation-state 

model can only become defensive and reactive toward 

the multiple and hybrid identities inherent to our global 

web of communicative and cultural relations. We must 

transcend the bureaucratic model which has guided the 

design of our association. IAMCR is a research 

organization, not a governmental organization. To 

transcend the narratives of real politics and encourage 

IAMCR along a new vision, we must think of our 

association not in terms of a nation-state system or 

federations, but instead as a global-communal house 

where we can all congregate around the noble and 

universal nature of our discipline. In my opinion, IAMCR's 

growth, health and welfare depends not on the pyramid of 

bureaucratic structure, but on how we build a global 

community of scholars. We should strengthen our regional 

cooperation, but always remain a truly global association, 

accessible to all. 

As an international organization embedded within the field 

of communication, the many challenges which face the 

history of the present are reflected by our own 

association. The symbolic nature of our communication 

ecology is not reflected upon from without, but instead 

shapes and informs the languages, meanings, values, 

proportions of our historic moment must expand its spatial norms, communities and cultures mediated there within. 

and temporal horizons, shifting the focus from disciplinary This web of relations was coalesced a number of times in 
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the history of our association, including at the 1994 

General Assembly in Seoul, Korea. The changing nature 

of international relations in all of its dimensions and the 

expansion and energy within our association demanded 

that IAMCR open itself to cultural, political, economic, and 

social alliances no longer confined to the hegemonic 

sphere which characterized the past. Since I was first 

nominated as President, I have continued to ask myself 

why I should accept this task, a task full of burden and 

challenge. Reflecting on my association with IAMCR, I 

concluded that my election to the presidency was an 

invocation called forth by our membership for change, 

symbolically drawing a bridge between northern and 

southern hemispheres. For the first time in the history of 

IAMCR, a person whose hybrid background was not tied 

to a single nation, and whose intellectual position was 

rooted in both Western and Islamic civilizations, was 

elected to the presidency. In this position, I would work to 

influence the future of IAMCR as an open-ended 

dialogue, inspiring the next generation of scholars and 

leaders, irrespective of culture and language, to 

participate fully in the growth of our community. 

Over the past four years, we have worked to bring the 

the President and other members of the Executive Board. 

The association has saved thousands of dollars in office 

rent, insurance, electricity, cleaning, computer services, 

machinery, supplies, and secretarial/staff costs. For the 

first time in IAMCR's history, we have a budgetary 

surplus, providing security for our administrative operation 

and peace of mind for the incoming President. The 

IAMCR balance sheet for June 30, 1997 indicates that the 

association has total assets of $101,645, ensuring that 

the association has a financial cushion as its presidency 

moves to Barcelona. Approximately $47,000 were added 

to the reserves in the two years between 1994 and 1996, 

when substantial operating savings were achieved. 

Another first for IAMCR was the Treasurer's new role and 

responsibility for IAMCR's budget. All checks issued were 

signed by both the President and the Treasurer, providing 

an added measure of security and accountability. The 

Treasurer's office now collects membership dues and 

publishes the membership directory, assuring that the 

directory more accurately reflects our current and active 

members. 

communication revolution home. Our accomplishments All members of the Executive Board assumed specific 

can be summarized under five headings: (1) globalization, responsibilities, including the Secretary-General, who 

(2) democratization, (3) decentralization, (4) cooperation edited the newsletter and conference abstracts. His office 

and (5) innovation. Much has been done in all of these gradually became the center for compiling conference 

areas, but I have chosen to highlight some specific papers and distributing association news. 

accomplishments here: 

Decentralization and democratization of IAMCR are at the 

top of our accomplishments, bringing reform to the 

administration and operation of IAMCR. Not only have the 

changes led to large budgetary savings, but they have, 

more importantly, institutionalized the division of 

responsibility among members of the Executive Board 

and the entire association. 

A balanced budget and new fiscal policies were 

established, enabling the association to cut its operating 

budget in half compared to four years ago, even as it 

provides new services. This was accomplished by the 

process of decentralization itself, as well as by acquiring 

grants and assistance from the institutions affiliated with 

IAMCR's statutes were amended to meet the 

requirements and challenges of our membership. For the 

first time, the President and the Executive Board were 

elected through postal voting, allowing broader voter 

participation. Membership fees were decreased for all, 

with new reduced rates for members from lower income 

countries. IAMCR's membership directory was updated 

and streamlined, providing more accurate membership 

information that reflects our current and active members. 

The IAMCR brochure is now published in three languages 

(English, French, Spanish), which were widely distributed, 

and the Spanish language acronym of IAMCR became 

part of our official logo. The unity of our broad field of 

media and communication research was combined with 
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the diversity of voices from members that span the globe. number of people who were able to participate with the 

IAMCR is truly an international organization, striving to be help of these grants was the largest in my recollection. 

a global one. The association does not belong to any one 

country, either constitutionally or in actuality, allowing a IAMCR's conferences and publications addressed some 

sense of ownership by all. of the most fundamental issues of our time, including 

human rights, gender, civil society, privatization of 

IAMCR broadened and increased its membership, 

acquiring more new members from the Asia-Pacific area, 

as well as Latin America, Africa and the Middle East. This 

development and diversification of our membership, 

especially in Africa and Asia, was recognized by the 

Director-General of UNESCO when we were elevated to 

the new category of NGO with "formal consultative status" 

with UNESCO. 

Women represent an increasing number of members and 

decision-makers in IAMCR. More women now serve on 

IAMCR's International Council, Executive Board, and 

Sections than ever before. The women's caucus, which 

unites female scholars across areas of specialization, is 

one of the association's most active and inspiring groups. 

The Treasurer's office is preparing a directory of women 

scholars and their academic accomplishments and 

interests, which will be published this year. 

IAMCR diversified not only in the areas of geography, 

culture and gender, but also in conference sites. We 

moved to new areas across the globe to hold our 

conferences -- Seoul, Portoroz, Sydney, Oaxaca and 

Glasgow. Our conferences include more plenaries, with 

sessions extended from ninety minutes to two hours to 

allow more discussion and viewpoints on critical issues. 

To enhance the efficiency and coordination of 

conferences, an Academic Coordinator for each biannual 

and off-year conference was appointed by the President. 

The Academic Coordinator worked closely with the 

National Organizing Committees and the Section Heads 

to organize stimulating and timely conferences. 

The association's last four conferences received a large 

amount of international and foundation grants to support 

telecommunication, multiculturalism, and globalization, as 

well as the impact of emerging technologies on all of 

these. During the last four years we have made 

considerable improvement on our discourse on human 

rights and, with the cooperation of the Human Rights 

Committee, we initiated plenaries and special panels to 

discuss the problems and policies of human rights in 

every continent, plus a special edition of the Journal of 

International Communication devoted to the subject. We 

will observe the fiftieth anniversary of the Declaration of 

Human Rights through the provision of an appropriate 

workshop and other activities in Glasgow. 

IAMCR increased its visibility and its views on crucial 

issues through new and revitalized publications. The 

association's International Communication Section now 

publishes IAMCR's first periodical, the Journal of 

International Communication. IAMCR's book series, 

combined with the new format of conference abstracts 

and programs, gave 

IAMCR a more comprehensive publication portfolio. A 

total of four volumes have been published in the book 

series, with two new volumes coming up this year. 

IAMCR's international exposure and its linkages with 

other professional and non-governmental organizations 

has been expanded to the degree that we now have 

formal relations with some forty international and regional 

organizations. Not only was our NGO status renewed with 

UNESCO, the United Nations Economic and Social 

Council, the International Labor Organization, and the 

World Intellectual Property Organization, but for the first 

time we were granted NGO status with the Council of 

Europe and the Organization of European Security and 

Cooperation. We have also applied for NGO status with 

the Organization of the Islamic Conference. More and 

the participation of members from lower income countries. more of our members actively represent IAMCR at 

Indeed, at the Sydney and Oaxaca conferences, the international and regional conferences of these and other 



organizations, increasing our global presence and 

activism. 

In a time of significant changes in media and 

communication, the Twenty-First Century Commission 

examines upcoming issues and directions for the field. All 

sections are analyzing their work and making preparations 

for future developments and challenges. The Commission 

will present its recommendations for discussion at the 

Glasgow conference. 

Cyberspace, with all its conveniences and frustrations, 

had a huge impact on IAMCR during my Presidency. The 

advent of new technologies enabled our members and 

our governing bodies to communicate more efficiently and 

more often than ever. The new IAMCR website provides 

centralized information and a number of special Section 

websites enhanced cohesion and communication. But our 

global membership also served to remind us that we must 

remain aware of the impact of the move to cyberspace on 

those who, by choice or circumstance, are not participants 

in the virtual society. 

As an association and community, we should all take 

pride in the accomplishments for which we have worked. I 

would like to thank all of our membership for their support. 

I would also like to thank both the past and present 

International Council and Executive Boards for their 

cooperation, advice and initiatives. I am grateful to all the 

Section Presidents, without whose professional and 

intellectual contributions we would not be where we are. 

Our present Treasurer and Secretary General have been 

the most involved with the changes taking place in 

IAMCR; without their dedication, cooperation and hard 

work, I would not have been able to carry out these tasks. 

It is on this note that I recommend that, as we change the 

presidency every four years as required by our statutes, 

we retain our Treasurer and Secretary General if they 

wish, as their specific tasks have become essential to the 

continuity and stability of our administrative structure. The 

last several months have been an active period for 

IAMCR. In addition to preparing for Glasgow, I 

represented the association at two important conferences 

in Europe and the Middle East. At the UNESCO General 

Conference in Paris in November, in my speech before 

the committee on communication and culture, I 

emphasized the central and critical position of research to 

the UNESCO program, especially in light of new 

developments in communication technologies and the 

changing nature of the world communication structure. 

Vice President Michael Palmer represented IAMCR at the 

UNESCO Extraordinary Conference of NGOs in Paris. 

The summit of the fifty-five heads of state of the 

Organization of the Islamic Conference, which took place 

in Tehran in December, provided an opportunity to meet 

and recruit new members from Asia, the Middle East and 

Africa. During the conference, I was invited to participate 

in related sessions on youth and media and a symposium 

on film and cinema. I was pleased to see a number of 

IAMCR members representing their own national 

delegations at both of these important conferences. The 

upcoming conference in Glasgow promises to be an 

exciting and stimulating gathering. The conference 

committee has worked hard to arrange a fine program 

which includes a number of plenaries on important topics. 

I look forward to welcoming you to Scotland this summer 

and I hope you will make every effort to join me. This past 

year, as I participated in the Oaxaca gathering, visited the 

conference site in Glasgow, took part in the UNESCO 

General Conference in Paris, and spoke at the 

Organization of the Islamic Conference in Tehran, I came 

to realize that the challenges which face the domain of 

world communication concern the building of bridges 

across space and time. This cannot be done on the 

abstract level alone. We must force the communication 

revolution to live up to its name by focusing, with a 

genuine desire, to address the deepening social and 

communication crises of our time. The memories of the 

future for which I have worked require a 

reconceptualization of our discipline and the association 

itself, accounting for the forms and meanings of the kind 

of community we wish to be. I leave you with the 

memories of a future which is not only yet to come, but 

which returns to haunt us with forgotten memories. If we 

are to address the notion of "IAMCR in the Twenty-First 

Century," we must take and make the time to engage in 

new dialogues with the voices of all cultures and 

civilizations. As an international association and 



multicultural community, what we have to learn about 

communication is not simply reflected by our study of 

the outside world, but by our reflection on and 

transformation of our own culture. As we approach the 

millennium, may we not forget the histories which 

continue to shape the desires and hopes of peoples 

from different backgrounds and continue to build a 

community which brings these stories into the shared 

vision and dreams of the communication future-past. 

Hamid Mowlana 

President 

Tributes 

It is with great sadness that we note that two of 

IAMCR's distinguished and valued members, Mr. Tamas 

Szecsko (Hungary), aged 64, and Mr. O.W. Riegel 

(United States), aged 94, recently passed away. Mr. 

Szecsko, former Secretary General of IAMCR and a 

leading scholar and founder of mass communication 

and public opinion research in Hungary, was well

known for his meaningful scholarship and his genuine 

kindness and sensitivity. His dedication to the growth of 

our association and his contribution to new frontiers of 

knowledge will always be remembered. 

Oscar W. Riegel was a long-time member of IAMCR 

and a former director of the Department of Journalism 

and Communication at Washington and Lee University 

in Lexington, Virginia, whose interest in propaganda, 

begun while living in Europe between the World Wars, 

turned into a career as a noted scholar and expert on 

the subject. Mr. Riegel was a loyal member of the 

association, serving on a number of important 

committees over the years, and a familiar and welcome 

figure at our meetings and conferences. 

On behalf of the association, I extend our condolences 

to the families and friends of Mr. Szecsko and Mr. 

Riegel. They will be missed. 

Hamid Mowlana 

President The Barony at Strathclyde 



Secretary General's Notes 

DR SZECSKO TAMAS 

With the untimely death of TAMAS SZECSKO, at the age 

of 64, on December 14th last - quite suddenly in the end, 

despite a lengthy illness - the Association has lost a long

standing member and ex-officer who made a tremendous 

contribution to its successful development, particularly in 

the nineteen-eighties. Tamas was the Secretary-General of 

the Association from 1984 to 1992, a period of expansion, 

intellectually and internationally. He went about his duties 

with characteristic modesty and efficiency. his low profile 

probably meant that his contributions to our work were 

never fully appreciated by the membership at large, but it 

is worth recording that long before the Association 

embraced a formal division of officer responsibility Tamas, 

without ceremony, had provided a home for International 

Council meetings in Hungary on three occasions in the 

nineteen-eighties. 

As president, I found his support, advice and friendship 

invaluable, and I also had the opportunity in another 

capacity in international research, to become acquainted 

with his intellectual qualities as scholar and researcher. 

These qualities, intellectual integrity for example, never 

waned even at the height of the cold war where although 

IAMCR, to its credit and in the face of many obstacles, 

As a mark of respect for a 

distinguished Secretary 

General, this space has 

been devoted to memorial 

remarks, by Professor 

James Halloran, about the 

late Professor Tamas 

Szecsko. 

Naren Chitty 

Secretary General 

managed to maintain a live East/West communication 

forum, had frequently to contend with interventions from 

both sides which, to put it mildly, were not conspicuous 

for intellectual integrity. 

Unfortunately, in the long run Tamas did not appear to 

benefit from this, particularly in his own country where it 

appeared, at least to the outsider, that his outstanding 

contributions through research and scholarship to peace 

and understanding had not been fully appreciated. This, 

together with his deteriorating health over the last 

decade - the fates were not kind to him - presents rather 

a sad and undeserved ending to the life of someone 

whom I shall always remember as a warm friend, a 

caring and courteous companion, an able scholar, a 

dignified, loyal and helpful colleague, and an 

outstanding contributor to the affairs of IAMCR. 

Over the years IAMCR has afforded me the pleasure 

and privilege of forming valued relationships with many 

fine people - Tamas was one of these - one of the best. 

May he rest in peace. 

James D. Halloran 

Honorary President 
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Treasurer's Report 

By the time you read this report, the "great" Montreal ice 

storm will be only a memory. However, at the moment I 

am still caught up with the aftermaths of the shut down of 

a city of three million inhabitants which has lasted for 

more than a week. Imagine yourself sitting in sub-zero 

cold with only the moon and candles for light and the cold 

slowly seeping in through the walls. Imagine the subways 

closed and the roads clogged with a foot of flozen snow. 

Imagine the fairyland spectacle of ice encrusted trees 

cracking under the onslaught of three days of sleeting 

rain and you begin to understand why Montreal, which is 

usually seNed by five high voltage substations, was 

reduced to one precarious line. Pylons crumpled like 

match sticks, wires and branches scattered everywhere, 

the bridges over the St. Lawrence river closed and you 

begin to get a picture of an island cut off from the rest of 

the world. Neither trains nor planes were running for three 

days and everyone was dependent on their own and their 

local community's ingenuity. Universities, offices and 

stores were closed and my area had only one food and 

hardware store operative powered by rudimentary 

generators. Friends moved like gypsies from place to 

place and we all both provided shelter for others when 

the electricity was on, and moved when it was once again 

lost. 

Even now on day 11. of the great disaster, farmers in 

outlying regions are killing their cows, chicken farms are 

devastated and in the so called "triangle of darkness" 

there are still nearly 400,000 households without 

electricity and it will take another week of concerted effort 

to get some of the lines restored. Large numbers of 

people have moved to municipal and school shelters 

where warm food is being cooked by volunteers. 

Meanwhile crews from as far away as the Canadian 

prairies and the New England states are reconstructing 

power lines and the army is clearing debris and manning 

patrols. The great ice storm proved that it is not wise for a 

metropolitan region to be so dependent on only one form 

of energy and we will all have to consider installing 

alternative power sources to supply household needs. 

Sorting out the social costs of the disaster and getting 

back to normal will likely take months. 

As you well know, the Treasurer's Office is closely 

coordinated with the President's Office in Washington to 

coordinate IAMCR's financial and membership interests. 

Throughout the past twelve months we have made 

continued progress in three domains, visible and invisible. 

Among the less visible accomplishments have been the 

installation of a response driven membership data base 

which permits Pierre Tremblay, our data base manager to 

update lists, cross check payment information and collate 

research interest areas automatically. We have also 

added "gender" as a field variable which permits us, for 

the first time in IAMCR's forty year history, to document 

and record female members' position in and contributions 

to the organization. 

Two other accomplishments are woth mentioning. For 

years we have been trying not only to keep addresses 

straight, but also to provide more timely responses to 

member inquiries. Initially this was primarily done by mail, 

but now e-mail and Fax have become preferred response 

mechanisms. As one of my previous Treasurer's Reports 

mentioned, nearly 75% of members have e-mail 

addresses or can be reached through the Womennet or 

IAMCR's web site. Receiving electronic notification of 

address changes and other inquiries has greatly improved 

the timeliness of our responses and, incidentally, reduced 

mailing costs. In spite of this, billing is still done primarily 

by mail, in order to provide you with an immediate 

payment receipt for your files. Relations with international 

associations who want to be informed of our activities 

have also grown, as have contacts with publishers. They 

as well as individual members have used our mailing list 

labels to alert colleagues elsewhere about upcoming 

conferences or the publication of books. 

Last, but by no means least, the Treasurer's Office 

continues to publish and improve the layout of the yearly 

Membership Directory (published in May), a most useful 

source of information for locating and contacting 

colleagues around the world. Maintaining up to date 

entries is a huge task, since it depends on the 

cooperation of each of you. Providing address change 



forms in the directory as well as the Newsletter has 

enabled us to improve the accuracy of the directory. If 

you have moved or changed your e-mail address, please 

do not forget to inform me at : cxro@musica.mcgill.ca. 

For 1998 we are planning a new venture, the first ever 

production of an IAMCR Women's Directory. Karen Ross 

of the Gender and Communication Section and I are 

coordinating information collection on women's academic 

interests and research projects. Please respond as soon 

OAXACA: IAMCR'S 

40th ANNIVERSARY 

James Halloran 

In the previous issue we published Gertrude Robinson's speech 

delivered at the XL Anniversary Ceremony: Former IAMCR 

President James Hollaran's address is reproduced below. 

Mr President, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The last speaker on this panel complained that, as the third 

speaker, there was little left for him to say, so I feel sure that you 

will appreciate my position as the fourth speaker on this 

celebratory occasion, organised by our Mexican hosts with what 

as possible. The first issue of the directory will be 

published in time for the Glasgow convention, and in case 

you have not received a call for information please 

contact me and we will re-send the questionnaire either 

by e-mail, fax or snail mail. 

Gertrude J. Robinson 

Treasurer 

we have good reason to recognise as their customary 

efficiency and charm. 

I have always tended to regard mass communication research 

- at least the best of it - as a branch of social science, and the

majority of those who work in the general field as social 

scientists. Admittedly, our proceedings are not entirely without 

instances where discipline and scientific rigour are 

conspicuous mainly by their absence. Still, I shall stick to my 

social-scientific brief, if only because it is often said that the 

only obligation of social science to history is to rewrite it. I 

must congratulate my fellow social-scientists on this panel -

the previous speakers - on following this line in their various, 

and not always convergent presentations. In the 

circumstances I hesitate to deviate from this approach. 

Earlier in the week it was gratifying to learn from our President 

and Treasurer of the healthy condition of the Association., 

particularly with regard to membership and finance. We were 

warned, however, that robust health need not be a permanent 

state (apparently we can no longer rely on the generous 

financial support from their institutions that we have enjoyed in 

the recent past). Still, on the surface, conditions appear to 

augur well for the future. My only reservation stems from my 

experience during this week's meetings of the International 

Council where, on more than one occasion, I was reminded of 

the saying, "Those whom the Gods would destroy they first 

make mad". Exchanges at the Council suggest that the deities 

have been working overtime in this connection. Still, we must 

remember that there are many new and aspiring council 

members' 

As far as the general membership of the Association. is 

concerned, the position has not always been as healthy as the 
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contemporary one outlined by our Treasurer. With institutional 

membership and the customary annual turnover it is difficult to be 

precise about numbers, but the situation today (over one 

thousand five hundred members from over seventy different 

countries) is not markedly different from the one that obtained at 

the termination of my eighteen years presidency in 1990. Every 

year we lose some, we gain some. 

Things were different a quarter of a century ago. Many of you 

here may be surprised to learn that in 1972/1973 the records, 

such as they were, indicated that there were only twenty two (22) 

fully paid up members. The records I inherited at that time were, 

to put it mildly, not very detailed or comprehensive, although from 

a wine cellar,(not, so I was told, the customary venue for 

meetings of the Association (at that time) a list of some three 

hundred names of "interested contacts" was obtained. The 

trouble was that some of these "contacts" were no longer with us 

on this planet. Ir. fact, the roll call at my first meeting (as Vice 

President) of the International Council indicated that some 

members, apparently expected to be in attendance, had indeed 

departed this life. Moreover, some of those present were not 

very much alive either. 

Yet, despite this I find it necessary to dispel the rumour that there 

was a proposal at that time to establish a new section for Extra

Terrestrial and Celestial Communications. 

Yes, there were sections at that time and some of them actually 

met; some were even subsidised (maybe a precedent for the 

current advocates of subsidies for sections?!). But the nature of 

the meetings and the conditions of the subsidies would hardly 

meet our existing criteria. One "section head" received support 

which enabled him to hold an annual get-together - always in the 

same country - with colleagues, most of whom were not even 

members of the Association. Another "section head", whom I do 

not believe I ever met, seemed to use the section as a vehicle for 

sales-promotion.. In the circumstances it was not surprising that 

UNESCO, instrumental in the formation of the Association, 

became increasingly less enthusiastic about offering support. 

One of my first acts as President was to put a stop to these 

subsidies. 

I doubt if it is being over-critical or retrospectively wise to suggest 

- as indeed it was being suggested from several sources at the 

time - that it was difficult to justify the inclusion of "research" in 

our title. 

Although on paper the originally defined aims and objectives of 

the Association are not, in essence, substantially different from 

those in our present statutes, the similgrities stop at that point. 

The main concerns in those early days focused on such issues 

as freedom of information, and the protection of journalists, 

particularly with regard to the press. The main lines of approach 

were historical, legal, professional and frequently crudely 

political. Not surprisingly, the exchanges -reflected the cold-war 

climate of the times, and assertions were generally more in 

evidence than substantiation's. At the very first meeting I 

attended, before being elected to any position, I witnessed the 

unedifying spectacle of a platform confrontation in which a 

member was accused by another member not only of "defecting", 

but of absconding with the funds. I have no memory of this latter 

claim even being substantiated. 

Yet, despite these occasional outbursts, on the whole the conflict 

tended to be latent rather than overt. The fact that the "two 

sides" actually met at all and discussed contemporary issues 

(which was not common at the time) is certainly worthy of note. 

It was once said by a UNESCO official, perhaps unkindly, 

perhaps with tongue in cheek, that in all probability the 

Association served a useful purpose (mainly social and personal) 

for "both sides", providing an opportunity for foreign travel and 

offering membership of a sort of gentleman's club for 

"conservatives" from both sides of the iron curtain. 

As far as the organisation of the Association was concerned, the 

two-sidedness was reflected in the ever present cry for "balance". 

When I was elected President I was regarded as coming from 

"the West", so the secretary had to come from "the East", and so 

on throughout our various structures. We heard from earlier 

speakers on the panel about the increasing democratisation of 

the Association, particularly via its electoral procedures. But 

crude generalisations can obscure social realities and real 

politic, The overriding consideration in the nineteen seventies 

was balance - representation as then defined - probably the only 

acceptable modus vivendi. Kaarle Nordenstreng, who spoke 

earlier, being the member who kindly and courageously agreed 

to my invitation to draw up a list of officers and council members 

in 1976, will be only too well aware of what was then required. 

The obsession with balance was not without its lighter side, 

particularly when it came to preparing conference programmes 

and arranging for keynote speakers. On one occasion I was 

criticised for not giving sufficient prominence in a conference 

programme to speakers from "the East". When I pointed out that 



X, Y and Z - all from Eastern bloc countries - had been included 

in what I saw as a balanced programme I was told, "Ah, but Z -

he is not a proper socialist". 

It is worth noting that from about 1976 the concept of balance or 

representativeness, although still with us, was extended to 

include a consideration of Third World and gender claims. 

Gradually, from this point the Association began to develop and 

work in such a way - by addressing in a more systematic and 

disciplined way the prevailing communication issues - that one 

no longer needed to feel uneasy about including "research" in 

our title. In a way the intellectual corner had been turned. 

Nevertheless, we did not succeed in completely freeing 

ourselves from the shackles - or, to be more accurate, we 

fashioned or at least were constrained by further shackles - a 

situation that led some critics to question our intellectual probity, 

although it is probably better to look at this sort of problem as 

having something to do with the very nature of social science. 

The divisions in social science were reflected in mass 

communication research, although not necessarily along the 

lines or to the degree suggested by Ev Rogers, when he 

contrasted the membership of IAMCR with the membership of 

ICA (International Communication Association.}, the latter being 

primarily an American organisation. To dichotomise in terms of 

critical (IAMCR) and empirical (ICA) was too glib - in any case 

the membership of neither association was homogeneous - and 

it failed to recognise that many critical scholars supported their 

critical stance with empirical data. But, undoubtedly, IAMCR did 

display a critical orientation, as well as being genuinely 

international in the nature and scope of its programmes. In the 

activities of IAMCR and the publications of many, if not all, of its 

members it was possible to detect a rejection of the narrow 

confines of crude positivism and scientism and see evidence of 

the acceptance of a more holistic, sociological approach to the 

study of communication as a social process, and of media 

institutions as social institutions within the wider 

social/political/economic/cultural contexts, and this at both 

national and international levels. 

in some shape or form. The essential difference is between the 

overt and the covert, and the ability to recognise this distinction 

and its implications. 

Still, we would be ill-advised to gloss over this issue and claim 

purity and a clear. bill of health for IAMCR. Some of the work 

associated with IAMCR, by being ideologically tainted, reflected 

the condition of social science generally. This condition was 

admirably described over twenty years ago by the British 

sociologist, John Rex, when he emphasised the need for 

systematic, disciplined work, respect for evidence, and the 

consideration of alternatives. He rejected dogma, doctrinaire 

assertions, selectivity and the work of those ''who were either 

unable or unwilling to make the distinction between ideology and 

social science, and who often promoted the former in the shape 

of the latter". I am aware that there are numerous definitions of 

ideology (positive, negative and neutral), but according to Rex's 

definition, which I accept, ideology and social science are not 

compatible. Ideology represents a package deal. It already 

knows the answers to the questions which social science seeks 

to address. 

It needs to be emphasised at this stage that it is possible to 

adopt the position just outlined without being indifferent to 

values, social concerns and preferred outcomes. There is 

certainly no need to accept a value vacuum, with its 

accompanying political and educational paralysis. IAMCR never 

did. 

I stress this because even if we have overcome, or worked 

through the problems referred to above (and there is no 

agreement on this), in more recent time we find ourselves 

confronted with another set of problems similar at one level, 

different at another - to those just mentioned. 

I have in mind some of the extreme manifestations of post

modernism and political correctness which are to be found in 

some branches of cultural studies. They can also be found at 

IAMCR conferences! 

I refer to the work of those who tend to equate pretentious 

speculation and interpretation with theory, adopt a highly 

This critical orientation - particularly the nature of the questions selective approach to the use of evidence, and who show little 

addressed in research - led to IAMCR being criticised from more understanding of systematic and disciplined study. To them, with 

"conventional" quarters for the "politicisation of research". These their simple perspectivalism, it would appear that anything goes. 

critics apparently failed to recognise (their beliefs in positivism no The understandable rejection of the absolutism of positivism has 

doubt precluding such recognition) that all research is politicised been accompanied by a knee-jerk reaction, which has led to the 
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adoption of its mirror opposite where "plural subjectivism 

masquerades as knowledge". In dethroning one absolutism they 

have crowned another, so that we may now experience the 

tyranny and "absolutism of non-absolutism". But of greater 

importance, according to James Carey, is that this approach, 

particularly when it takes the form of moral and ideological 

posturing on marginal and diversionary issues, ignores or fails to 

understand history, economics, organisation, structure, power 

and the nature of social relationships and social reality in our 

complex, contemporary societies. It is certainly not social 

science, and as James Carey has also argued "It is no adequate 

substitute for an analysis and programme which recognises the 

economic, social and cultural contexts of social struggle". 

are becoming more and more like ICA, where there is no 

apparent common purpose, no community of interests, no joint 

intellectual endeavour, and no attempt to provide the social and 

intellectual cement that might bring together the many disparate 

parts. 

This may be over-stating the situation, but there can be little 

doubt that not a few of our members now attend our conferences 

solely on account of their sectional interests. Is this a bad thing, 

or is it desirable? In any case, it may well be inevitable, given the 

contemporary situation. 

In passing it is worth mentioning that there is a parallel tendency 

at the organisational/accommodation level in our conferences to 

Why do I raise these issues, these intellectual concerns, at this move away from the old "under one roof, comprehensive 

celebratory evening? I do so because I think it is important - in package arrangement" to a differentiated system more in keeping 

fact necessary, to transcend nostalgia and reminiscences and to with the different levels of resources at the disposal of our 

go well beyond partial, self-congratulatory "historical" accounts of members. Again, one can see the possible inevitability of this. 

our progress, to an exhaustive examination of our raison d'etre, 

and the nature and validity of our policies and programmes. It is This is not the place or time to take sides, or argue cases on 

imperative that, as an Association, we should address these and these specific issues, although I do wish to be emphatic that 

related issues if the next forty years are to be as fruitful as the whatever changes take place in the Association should not be by 

first forty years which we now celebrate. accident, nor in the absence of a thoroughgoing debate about 

our fundamental aims and purpose, the nature and validity of our 

I was reminded, both directly and indirectly, at this week's 

meetings of the International Council that we spend a great deal 

of time discussing structures, organisation, finance, distribution of 

power, representativeness and so on - in other words we discuss 

the means, but tend to ignore the ends - our aims, objectives, 

direction, overall purposes, as well as the usefulness and validity 

of what we seek to do. What is the point of knowing how and 

having the means to get there if we are not sure where we want 

to go? 

I run the risk of falling into the nostalgic trap myself when I refer 

to a period, in the not too distant past, when in the Association. 

there appeared to exist a unity of purpose, a common 

appreciation of interests and concerns. But, increasingly, I am 

becoming aware of a fragmentation, and I feel compelled to ask 

what holds the various sections together? The answer, or part 

answer, may reside in shifting our analysis from "sections" to 

"Sections". At one level the success of the Association is largely 

dependent on the ever-increasing and constructive activities of 

the Sections. But there could be a price to pay for this, for at 

another level it has been suggested to me several times during 

this week that there is a danger of the tail (or tails) beginning to 

wag the dog. One long-standing member is convinced that we 

activities, and the direction we wish the Association to take. 

I have already given examples of some of the intellectual issues I 

think we ought to consider. Another one follows from what I have 

just said about Sections. We work in a wide-ranging general 

field of interest, not in a single discipline. If we accept that there 

are any disciplines worthy of the name in the social sciences, 

then we are in a multi-disciplinary situation. Nowhere is this 

more in evidence than at the various sessions in our expanding 

conference programme. But what attempts do we make to face 

up to the problems of a multi-disciplinary situation, particularly 

with regard to theory building? Whenever do we attempt to 

discuss the possible integration of the various strands? 

These sorts of problems are not unique to mass communication 

research, and consequently not unique to IAMCR. As I indicated 

earlier, these and related issues are endemic to social science, 

and they will not go away by being ignored. They must be 

addressed. 

Let me close by giving one more example of a major issue which 

we must also confront - an issue which 1s particularly relevant to 

an international organisation such as ours. I refer to one of the 

main issues at the heart of the social scientific condition, 



basically an epistemological question concerning the validity and 

applicability of knowledge which, at heart, has to do with 

universalism and relativism. Put simply, the bulk of the notions 

and methods of what is known as mass communication. 

research is essentially a product of western, industrialised 

societies. How applicable are these concepts, theories and 

methods to other types of societies? What is the validity of the 

data generated by such applications in these places? Are we in 

danger of following a range of imperialism's which we recognise 

celebratory evening. I would justify departing from the general 

tenor of the panel by simply stating that the future of the 

Association, whilst clearly requiring adequate. funding and 

organisational and administrative efficiency, will only successfully 

meet its essential remit and international obligations if it 

demonstrates intellectual rigour in addressing the sorts of 

questions (there are other related ones) to which I have briefly 

referred this evening. 

and condemn with an. unrecognised research imperialism, which James Halloran 

we pursue in the hope (a false hope, so some would argue) of Honorary President 

reaching a universalistic goal? 

I made a similar point at our last meeting in Sydney, and was 

amazed at the reaction of a member I would normally regard as a 

critical researcher, who unequivocally asserted (without 

substantiation, and apparently without understanding) the 

obviousness and inevitability of universalism in social science. 

Maybe positivism dies hard, even in the most unexpected 

quarters!! 

But that is enough. I thank you for your tolerance and apologise 

for burdening you with these relatively heavy matters on this 

James Blych Cowt 

James Y ouag Hall 
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Glasgow 1998 

21st General Assembly & Scientific Conference of IAMCR, 

Glasgow, Scotland July 26 to 30, 1998. 

General theme: The end of the nation ? Media forms and media 

identities in the digital age.? 

As the end of the millennium draws near, new technologies are 

converging at an ever increasing rate. At the same time 

individual nations are looking both inward and outward with 

respect to democratic representations. The result of these latter 

developments is the devolving of power more widely within 

national, regional and continental groupings in one direction 

while in the other there are ever expanding alliances of nations 

such as the European community (EC) with like-minded 

interests albeit primarily of an economic nature. 

T he convergence of new technologies, which are taking up 

more and more of the lives of people, and the political tendency 

to require people to take greater individual responsibility for their 

lifestyles provide a new challenge to media and communication 

researchers. To assist in debate about this challenge the 

conference theme will be highlighted in two parts. The first part 

will concern changes in the nation state brought about by larger 

economic groupings while the second part will visit issues 

related to the free flow of information in a global context. 

0 n 11 September 1997 the Scottish people voted for a devolved 

assembly (or parliament) in order to run specifically Scottish 

affairs from within Scotland. How these internal changes will 

affect future life in Scotland could well be a further sub-theme of 

IAMCR 98. 

Objectives: 

T he IAMCR 98 Conference will have five main purposes as 

follows: 

1 To explore the relationship of media and communication 

research in the context of the nation state in larger economic 

and other groupings and the devolution of power within nation 

states and larger groupings. 

2 To discuss the free flow of information internationally and 

factors such as censorship which hinder or otherwise restrict the 

communication of ideas across cultures and within cultures. 

3To support the core academic work of IAMCR through the 

provision of adequate time and facilities to fully meet the 

requirements of each individual section of the association. 

4 To provide an opportunity for members and delegates to 

discuss the future policies and direction of IAMCR in the 21st 

Century. 

5 To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the declaration of human 

rights through the provision of an appropriate workshop and 

other activities. 

This lamp post 

incorporates 

the bell, fish 

and bird 

depicted in the 

Coat of Arms. 

THE LEGEND OF THE COAT 

OF ARMS 

The city's Coat of Arms (not shown here) is 

summed up in the old Glasgow jingle: 

The life of St Mungo is shrouded in legend, but it is 

generally accepted that the saint was born in 

Culross in Fife in the early part of the 6th Century. 

His mother Thenew (later corrupted to Enoch) the 

daughter of the King of Lothian was found to be 

pregnant to Urien, a 

prince of Cumbria. Her furious father, showing the 

understanding typical of his time, had her cast adrift 



Provisional Program 

SATURDAY 25TH JULY MONDAY 27TH JULY 

03.00pm - 06.00pm Executive Board Meeting 08.00am - 09.00am Registration 

(Lord Todd Cont. Room) (Lord Todd Cont. Room) 
09.00am - 10.30am Opening Plenary Session -

SUNDAY 26TH JULY "The end of the Nation?" 
10.30am - 11.00am Coffee Break 

1 0.00am - 12.00am Section Heads Meeting 11.00am - 01.00pm Plenary Session - "Media 

(Barony - Sir Thomas Research in Britain" 

Patrick Room) 
12 noon - 02.00pm Lunch & Conference Briefing 01.00pm - 02.00pm Lunch 

(Lord Todd) 02.00pm - 04.00pm Meetings of Sections 

02.00pm - 06.00pm International Council 04.00pm - 04.30pm Coffee Break 

Meeting 04.30pm - 06.30pm Meetings of Sections and 

(Barony - Bicentenary Hall) Working Groups 

02.00pm - 06.00pm Registration 07.30pm - 09.00pm Civic Reception (City 

(Lord Todd Cont. Room) Chambers) 

04.00pm - 06.00pm Special Plenary Session: 
"Future Perspectives : The TUESDAY 28TH JULY 

Way Ahead" 
06.30pm - 08.00pm Welcome Reception 08.30am - 10.30am Meetings of Sections 

- Barony 10.30am - 11 .00am Coffee Break 
11 .00am - 01.00pm Meetings of Sections 

. 01.00pm - 02.00pm Lunch (Lord Todd) 
02.00pm - 04.00pm Meetings of Sections 

in a coracle with enough food for one day. Her 07.00pm - 09.00pm Dinner (Lord Todd) 

small boat was washed ashore at Culross on the 
WEDNESDAY 29TH 

Firth of Forth, where St Serf had his Celtic Church 

monastery. The saint and his monks adopted the 08.30am - 10.30am Meetings of Sections 
-�

boy who was educated and trained to be a priest. 10.30am - 11.00am Coffee Break 

His name was Kentigern or 'High Lord' denoting his 
11.00am - 01 .00pm Meetings of Sections 

royal, if unintended, ancestry, but he was a favourite 
01.00pm - 02.00pm Lunch 
02.00pm - 04.00pm GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

of St Serf who called him Mungo meaning 'dear 04.00pm - 04.30pm Coffee Break 

friend'. 04.30pm - 06.30pm GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
07.30pm - 11.00pm Gala Dinner (Thistle Hotel) 

Around the year 550 Mungo had finished his training 
THURSDAY 30TH 

and in the manner of the day had set off on his 

mission, arriving at the house of a holy man named 08.30am -10.30am Meetings of Sections 

Fergus of Kernach. Fergus died that night and 10.30am - 11.00am Coffee Break 

Mungo, with the duty of burying him, placed his 
11.00am - 01.00pm Plenary Session - "Issues of 

body on a cart yoked to two wild bulls commanding 
Censorship and Restraint in 
the Digital Age" 

them to carry it to the place ordained by the Lord. 01.00pm - 02.00pm Lunch (Lord Todd) 

They stopped on a hill near to the Molendinar Burn, 02.00pm - 04.00pm Meetings of Sections 

a small tributary of the River Clyde. Fergus was 04.00pm - 04.30pm Coffee Break 

buried there and Mungo set up his church on the 
04.30pm - 06.30pm Meetings of Sections 

spot, which Mungo referred to as 'Glasgu' (the dear 
06.30pm - 07.00pm International Council Meeting 

Continued on page 23 . 
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Conference accommodation: where a 10 minute taxi drive will take you to the hotel. 

Arrivals from Edinburgh and the east come into Queen 

Campus village: Street. This is also approximately ten minutes away by 

The attractively landscaped Campus Village was purpose taxi. From Queen Street there is also a low level train 

built for accommodating students of the University of which will take you to Charing Cross low level station 

Strathclyde. It comprises over 700 bedrooms, including a adjacent to the hotel. (This costs approximately £1 for a 

large number of rooms with en-suite (shower) facilities. In low level train and £2 to £3 for a taxi). �See below 

the centre of the village the Lord Todd complex houses a for information about Glasgow Airport 

bar, small shop, launderette and restaurant. Set in the 

Cathedral Precinct and adjacent to Provan's 

Lordship - the oldest house in Glasgow - the Campus 

Village is only 5 minutes walk from the city centre. 

How to get there: By road: From Edinburgh and the North 

of England take Exit 15 off the M8 motorway. At the 

second set of traffic lights turn left then first right. The 

Campus Village is on the right. fu..r.ait_Arrivals from the 

west and most Intercity services from England arrive at 

Central Station from where a ten minute taxi ride will take 

you to the Campus Village. Arrivals from Edinburgh and 

the East come into Queen Street which is a five minute 

walk from the Campus Village. (Taxis should cost 

approximately £3 to £4). fu'.....air;_See below for information 

about Glasgow Airport 

Charing Cross Tower Hotel: 

Registration and accommodation costs: 

The costs of the conference, which include registration 

and accommodation fees, payable in Pounds Sterling, will 

be as follows: 

University Basic Single room (with washbasin) 

£400 ($630) - extra day £20 

University Single room (with ensuite shower) 

£440 ($705) ~ extra day £30 

Hotel Single Room 

£560($895) ~ extra day £60 

Hotel Twin-bedded Room for two people* 

£940 ($1490) ~ extra day £75 

(or £37.50 each.) 

The Charing Cross Tower Hotel has a Three Crown * the price in a shared room will therefore be £470 ($745)

Commended grading by the Scottish Tourist Board. It is in per person 

the centre of Glasgow's business, theatre and shopping 

districts, and just 15 minutes from Glasgow Airport by car 

or taxi. It has convenient access to the M8 motorway and 

adjacent to Charing Cross low level rail station from 

where the city centre is only a few minutes walk away. 

There are 282 quality en-suite twin, double and single 

rooms and the hotel offers a variety of facilities on 12 

floors including a cosy bar, popular restaurant and 

vending bar. All rooms are equipped with telephone, 

colour satellite TV, radio, tea and coffee making facilities 

and a hairdryer. The hotel is approximately 15 to 20 

minutes walk from the University of Strathclyde campus. 

Alternatively, Charing Cross Station is adjacent to the 

hotel and offers a regular service to Queen Street Station 

which is a five minute walk from the University of 

Strathclyde. 

How to get there: By road:Take the Charing Cross Exit 

from the M8 motorway. fu'....rail;Arrivals from the west and 

most Intercity services arrive at Central Station from 

Registration fee 

only (for those not requiring accommodation in Glasgow) 

£320 ($500) 

The Registration Fee includes all meals and coffee 

breaks during the four days of the conference, the 

welcome reception, and a charge for all of the necessary 

conference facilities. Accommodation costs include the 

Registration Fee. Conference members will, therefore, be 

asked to specify which of these five packages they wish 

to pay for in advance of the conference. In addition to the 

above charges people accompanying conference 

delegates will be expected to pay appropriate 

accommodation and meal costs details of which are being 

sent directly to IAMCR members. Members are 

encouraged to renew membership in order to enjoy 

reduced conference rates. 



An additional charge of £65 ($100) will be made for non

members and it would, therefore, be to their advantage to 

become IAMCR members in advance of the conference 

by paying the sum of $80 to the Treasurer. A further 

charge of £65($100) will also be levied on conference 

delegates who register after the deadline for registration 

which will be indicated in the conference information to be 

sent to IAMCR members in January 1998. 

Travel information: 

Air Travel: Glasgow International Airport is located 15 

minutes from the city centre. It is served by the major 

EUROPEAN airlines with direct flights from over 30 

scheduled major destinations including Amsterdam, 

Copenhagen, Paris, Frankfurt and New York(although this 

latter destination has been discontinued by British Airways 

recently for the winter months without a definite 

commitment to reinstate it for summer 1998). There are 

over 35 flights each day from London(Heathrow, Gatwick 

or Stanstead) and regular services from most major UK 

airports including Birmingham, Manchester, 

Leeds/Bradford and East Midlands. 

For North American visitors there are normally six direct 

flights to Glasgow Airport every week. To assist 

conference delegates on arrival in Glasgow a reception 

desk will be provided during hours which will be specified 

in the mailing to be distributed to IAMCR members in the 

week beginning 5 January 1998. 

Taxis from the airport to the City Centre cost 

approximately £12 to £15. There is a shuttle bus transfer 

service to the City Centre which departs from the 

entrance of the airport terminal and arrives into Buchanan 

Bus Station some ten minutes walk from the University of 

Strathlcyde Campus. 

The Glasgow Airport Telephone Enquiry numbers are: 

0141 887 1111 (from UK) and 

+ 44141 887 1111 from outside UK.

passports for the nationals of certain countries. It is, 

therefore, essential for intending delegates from non- EEC 

countries to check with the British Embassy or a British 

Consulate in their own countries well in advance of 

making their travel arrangements to see if a visa is 

required. If intending delegates need a formal invitation to 

the conference in order to obtain a visa then such a 

formal letter may be obtained from either the office of the 

IAMCR President in Washington, DC or the National 

Organising Committee via the IAMCR 98 Conference 

Secretariat, c/o MEETING MAKERS LTD at the address 

below. 

General information: 

Currency and Banking: Scotland uses the Pound Sterling 

and conference payments will be required in this currency 

(although US Dollars are also indicated above for the 

purpose of cost comparison) . Banks are generally open 

between the hours of 0930 and 1600. (Some banks open 

before and some are open later than this time, but you 

should be guaranteed to find a bank open between these 

hours). In addition to Bank of England bank notes there 

are three Scottish Banks which issue bank notes - the 

Bank of Scotland, the Clydesdale Bank and the Royal 

Bank of Scotland. Bank notes from all four banks are 

legal tender throughout the UK although many smaller 

English shops and companies do not always accept 

Scottish notes. Notes are issued for sums of five pounds, 

ten pounds and above by all banks and in a one pound 

denomination by the Royal Bank of Scotland only . 

.G.!im..are.: Glasgow and the West of Scotland are subject 

on the one hand to a maritime climate due to the 

prevailing westerly winds from across the Atlantic and 

also on the other to continental influences from the East. 

The result of these two influences is a degree of 

unpredictability in the weather. While July in Scotland 

should be warm and sunny this cannot always be 

guaranteed. Temperatures range from a maximum of 18 

degrees Centigrade to a minimum of 10 degrees 

Centigrade in July. The month has an average of 170 

hours sunshine (or 5.5 per day) and an average rainfall of 

Rail Travel: The area enjoys Intercity train services to and 62 mm. It is advisable to bring a pullover or a light jacket 

from the rest of the UK. An hourly rail service operates with you as well as some light rainwear. 

between London Euston and Glasgow Central with a 

journey time of five hours. 

Travel Documentation: Visas are required in addition to 

Shopping and Entertainment: Glasgow is renowned for its 

excellent choice of shops and for its variety of 

entertainment. As well as its famous Barras market in the 
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East End, it has specialist shops selling everything from 

antiques to designer clothes. There are all the usual high 

street shops and for something a bit different Princes 

Square has top quality goods in a pleasant setting. Most 

shops are open from 0900 to 1730 hours and late night 

shopping is customary on Thursday evenings in major 

stores and the main shopping areas such as Argyle Street 

and Sauchiehall Street. 

In food and drink terms, there is definitely something for 

everyone and something to suit every budget. There are 

numerous international restaurants and cafEs as well as 

bars ranging from traditional pubs to trendy wine bars. A 

detailed list of restaurants bars and public houses will be 

included in the conference pack. 

If you like the outdoors, Glasgow has many parks and 

sport venues and there are street entertainers to watch 

both day and night. After dark, nightclubs are full and 

there are often special events involving dance, acting and 

music. 

Accompanying person's program: 

The following tours and excursions are available from a 

travel agent to be appointed by the National Organising 

Committee in advance of the conference and after it 

ends. Details of the travel agent's name and contact 

information will be sent to all conference delegates in the 

personal information to be forwarded in the week 

beginning 5 January 1998. Delegates wishing to go on 

tours and excursions will be asked to contact the travel 

agents direct and payment will be expected in Pounds 

Sterling. All prices for these tours and excursions are 

given in Pounds Sterling with the approximate equivalent 

in US Dollars adjacent. 

EDINBURGH - CAPITAL CITY /Eight hours) £32.00 ($50}: 

Delegates drive by motorway to Edinburgh, Scotland's 

capital city where They take a sightseeing tour including a 

stop at the Castle and a walk down the Royal Mile 

passing St Giles' Cathedral, the City Chambers and John 

Knox house. A stop is made at Holyrood Palace then they 

drive round the Georgian"new town" and Princes Street. 

Some free time for personal sightseeing and shopping will 

be allowed before returning to Glasgow via Stirling where 

another famous castle is visited. 

LOCHS AND MOUNTAINS /Four hours) 

£18.00/$30}: A tour to the countryside outside Glasgow 

will give a taste of Scotland's scenery: A drive is made 

along the River Clyde to Loch Lomond and a walk 

through the village of Luss, a picturesque village on the 

lochside where the television series 'Take the High Road' 

is filmed. Continuing north to Tarbet visitors travel up the 

hill known as the Rest and Be Thankful to Loch Fyne 

where a visit is made to lnverary Castle, home of the 

Duke of Argyll. Visitors return to Loch Long and the 

Gareloch where a short trip is made to the resort of 

Helensburgh before returning to Glasgow. 

PERTH AND ST ANDREWS /Eight hours) 

£29.00/$45}: The route to Perth is by motorway and on 

arrival in this historic city a visit is made to Scone Palace, 

coronation palace of Scottish kings. The tour continues to 

the county of Fife, driving beside the River Tay and 

crossing the bridge at Dundee. Some time is spent in St 

Andrews, famous in Scotland's history with the oldest 

university in the country and the remains of a castle and a 

cathedral. Visitors will see the Old Course - the best 

known golf course in the world - and have some free time 

before returning to Glasgow. 

STIRLING AND THE TROSSACHS 

/Seven hours} £32.00/$50}: A drive is made to Stirling, an 

important city in Scotland's history, and a tour is made of 

the castle passing many other historic buildings in the 

vicinity. Visitors proceed then to Callander, a pretty tourist 

village where a short break is taken before driving 

through the Trossachs, an area of mountains and lochs. 

A sail on Loch Katrine on the SS Walter Scott occurs 

before returning to Glasgow. 

ART NOUVEAU TOUR /Four hours) £16.50/$25): This 

tour will concentrate on the works of Charles Rennie 

Mackintosh, one of the most important Art Nouveau 

architects. A start is made at Queen's Cross Church, now 

headquarters of the CRM society to learn more about his 

life and works. Then Glasgow School of Art, his most 

famous building, is then visited and the tour continues to 

the Hunterian Museum to see a reproduction of his home. 

If you are interested in finding out more about Scotland, 

please contact the Scottish Tourist Board :-

Tel: +44 (0)131 332 2433 

Fax: +44 (0)131 315 4545 



WWW page: <WWW.holiday.scot/and.net> 

G lasgow: 

Scotland's largest city, Glasgow was acknowledged with 

the European City of Culture award in 1990. Easily 

accessible by road, rail, air or sea, the city boasts 

remarkable architecture and a wide variety of 

entertainment for all ages. 

The new GOMA as it is affectionately called has art 

workshops and interactive computers as well as four 

floors of art by living artists. 

The Museum of Transport: This museum features 

numerous cars, buses, trains and 

trams, models of Clyde-built ships and a reconstruction of 

a typical 1938 Glasgow street. The People's Palace: Set 

Museums and Art Galleries: in Glasgow Green, the People's Palace has a wide and 

Outside of London, Glasgow has the largest collection of colourful display of the social and industrial history of 

museums and art galleries in the UK and the majority of these Glasgow from the 12th Century. 

offer free admission. 

Kelvingrove Art Gallery & Museum: 

Situated in the West End of Glasgow this museum/gallery 

houses a natural history department and a permanent 

fine art collection including Dutch 17th Century art and 

Impressionist works. Even the building itself, an 

impressive late Victorian landmark, is worth a look. 

The Burrell Collection: 

This collection of one man whose love of antiquities 

comprises over 8000 items was presented to the city by 

Sir William & Lady Burrell in 1944. It is situated in, the 

wooded grounds of Pollock Country Park and if full of 

artifacts ranging from Chinese ceramics to Eastern rugs. 

Gallery of Modern Art: 

Continued from page 19. 

green place). Mungo lived an ascetic and holy life 

and around him a monastic community grew up. 

Mungo died in 603 and was buried in his church 

which was on the site now splendidly occupied by 

Glasgow Cathedral. His feast day is celebrated on 

January 13th. 

The city's Coat of Arms is summed up in the old 

Glasgow jingle: Here's the Bird that never flew Here's 

the Tree that never grew Here's the Bell that never 

rang 

Here's the Fish that never swam. 

All of these insignia are directly connected with the 

city's patron saint. The bird was the tamed pet of St 

Serf which was killed by some of the saint's young 

disciples, who hoped to get Mungo into trouble by 

blaming him. The young man took the dead robin 

Continued on page 27. 

Places of Interest: 

Glasgow Cathedral: Founded by the patron saint of 

Glasgow, St Mungo, this gothic building dates in part to 

the 12th century. The tomb of St Mungo can be found in 

its crypt. Provand's Lordship: Built in 1471, this house 

with its Medieval garden is the oldest domestic building in 

Glasgow. The Tenement House: This house dating from 

around 1892 is exactly as it was in the 19th Century and 

shows just how living conditions were in ictorian times in 

Glasgow. Glasgow School of Art :Probably the best know 

architectural achievement of Charles Rennie Mackintosh, 

the School of Art remains an educational establishment 

to this day. 

DEADLINES 

Abstracts - February 1, 1998 

(lapsed) 

Papers - June 1, 1998 

CONFERENCE INFORMATION 

IS ALSO POSTED AT IAMCR 

WEBSITE: 

<http://auvm.american.edu/~mow 

lana/iamcr. htm>. 
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PERSONAL DETAILS 

IAMCR 1998 Conference 
Registration Fo�m 

Name ...................................................................................... Title: (eg. Prof. Dr. Ms) ............. . 

Position ...................................................................................................................................... . 

Organization ............................................................................................................................... . 

Address ....................................................................................................................................... . 

City ............................................................................................... Post/ZipCode ...................... . 

Country ........................................................................................................................................ . 

Telephone .............................................................. Fax ................................................................ . 

Email. .......................................................................................................................................... . 

PLEASE TICK AS APPROPRIATE: 
I am interested in receiving further information about the conference D 
I am interested in attending the conference D 

TRANSLATION 

The conference language will be conducted principally in 
English with personal assistance (one between two 
conferees) for those needing translation into Spanish or 
French. Please indicate if you need personal assistance. 

I would like personal assistance to translate from 
French D Spanish D 

ACCOMMODATION 

I would like to stay in Basic University accommodation D 
I would like to stay in University accommodation with ensuite shower D 
I would like to stay in a hotel single room D 
I would like to stay in a hotel twin-bedded room for two people D 
I expect to be accompanied by a partner D 

PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED FORM TO: 
Amanda Thomson, IAMCR Conference Secretariat, Meeting Makers, 50 George Street, 
Glasgow G1 1QE, Scotland. I; Email: <amanda@meetingmakers.co.uk>; Tel: +44 (0) 141 553 
1930; Fax: +44 (0) 141 5520511. 



Membership Forms 

Individual Membership Application or Update Form. 
TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP REQUESTED (PLEASE CHECK ONE):
All fees cover the calendar year. 

Individual US$80 D Emeritus US$40: D Student US$40*:D Low Income Country US$20: [j

ADDRESS & PERSONA L INFORMATION: 
If you already are a member and wish to make corrections or updates on the information currently
listed about you in the IAMCR membership directory, please use the space below to do so. 

Family Name: ____________________________ _ 

First Name: _____________________________ _ 

Nationality: _____________________________ _ 

Institutional affiliation: _________________________ _ 

Occupational title: __________________________ _ 

Present Position: Gender: -----------------------

Full address: -----------------------------

Telephone: _______________ Fax: _____________ _ 

E-mail: --------------------------------

Correction or Update (tick one) 
FIELDS OF INTEREST: 
Communication Technology Policy 
Documentation & Information Systems
Gender & Communication 
History 
International Communication
Law 
Participatory Communication Reearch 

□ Local Radio & TV 
D Media Education Research 
D Political Communication Research
D Political Economy 
D Professional Education 
D Sociology & Social Psychology 
D Other 

□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

*In case of student membership, this application form must be signed by your supervisor or head
of department. 

Name: ------------------------------

Signature of supervisor or head of dept. of student: ______________ _ 

Date: Institution: 
------ ---------------------

PLEASE MAIL THIS FORM TO: Prof. Gertrude J. Robinson, IAMCR Treasurer, McGill University
�l' -Graduate Program in Communication, 3465 Peel Street, Montreal PO H3A 1W7, CANADA. 
C 



_, 

Institutional Membership Application or Update Form. 
TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP REQUESTED (PLEASE CHECK ONE): 
All fees cover the calendar year. 

Members covered 1-10 (US$400) D 

Each additional members (US$40) D 

Low income countries: 

Members covered 1-10 (US$200) □ 
Each additional members (US$20) □

INSTITUTIONAL ADDRESS & MEMBERS COVERED: 
If your institution already has a membership and you wish to make corrections or updates on the 
information currently listed about you in the IAMCR directory, please use the space provided 
below to do so. 

Full address for all correspondence: 

Telephone: ___________________________ _ 

Fax: -------------------------------

E-mail:. _____________________________ _

Correction D or Update (tick one) D 

Name of correspondent member (indicate gender): _____________ _ 

Position: -----------------------------

Names of members covered (indicate gender): 

PLEASE MAIL THIS FORM TO: Prof. Gertrude J. Robinson, IAMCR Treasurer, McGill University 
Graduate Program in Communication, 3465 Peel Street, Montreal PQ H3A 1 W7, CANADA. 

I 



Change of Address Form. 

If you have changed your address or have new means of contact, please complete and send this 
form to: Gertrude J. Robinson, IAMCR Treasurer, McGill University Graduate Program in 
Communication, 3465 Peel Street, Montreal PQ H3A 1 W7, CANADA. 

Name: ________________________________ _ 

Address: _____________________________ _ 

Country: _________________________________ _ 

Telephone: _______________________________ _ 

Fax: 
----------------------------------------

E-mail: _______________________________ _

Institutional Members: Please list persons covered by membership including e-mail addresses if 
available. 

Correspondent : _____________________________ _ 

E-mail: ________________________________ _

Continued from page 23. 

into his hands, prayed 

over it, and it was restored to life, flying chirping to its 

master. 

The Bell, according to legend, was given to St Mungo 

by the Pope, but there is nothing definite to establish 

this. Certainly by the early 1400's 'St Mungo's Bell' 

was one of the priceless relics of Glasgow. In 1450 

John Stewart 'the first Provost that was in Glasgow' 

left, as did many others, an endowment to have the 

bell tolled throughout the medieval city to call the 

citizens to pray for the repose of his soul. 

The City Treasurer's accounts for 1578 show an entry 

for 'one tong to Sanct Mungowis Bell' - but soon after 

this time in the Post Reformation turmoil the Bell 

vanished. A replacement was bought in 1641. This is 

now kept in the People's Palace. 

The Tree, an oak, started off as a few twigs of hazel. 

When Mungo was a boy he was left in charge of the 

sanctuary fire of the monastery. He fell asleep and 

some of his companions, again trying to get the young 

favourite in trouble, put out the fire. On waking, 

Mungo broke off some frozen branches, prayed over 

them, breathed on them and the fire was rekindled. 

The Fish with a ring in its mouth was a salmon and the 

ring a present from Hydderch Hael, King of Cadzow to 

his Queen Languoreth. The Queen gave the ring to 

Continued on page 33. 



Section & Working Groups 

Comic Art Working Group 

Glasgow: Call for papers: 

Papers are being solicited for the 1998 meeting of the 

Comic Art Working Group of IAMCR. A short absract, 

with title and full address and telephone/fax numbers, 

should be sent before March 15, to Dr John. A. Lent, 669 

Ferne Blvd., drexel Hill PA 19026, USA. 

Communication Technology 
Policy Section 

Report, 1996-97 

Communication with Members 

The Section maintained active communication with the 

membership. The e-CTP website 

<http://www.komdat.sbg.ac.at/ectp/> continues to 

expand. The member database now allows registered 

members to directly edit and update their records using 

a password-based system. Several conference 

programs and annual reports are mounted on the 

website in addition to the member database and links 

to relevant sites. Most abstracts are accessible, and in 

some cases papers too. Vice-president Maier-Rabler 

who has been responsible for the original design and 

upgrades is confident that eCTP will become a lively 

forum for scholarly exchanges and a useful source of 

information on the activities of the section and its 

members. We have already received inquiries from 

persons who had come upon eCTP through general 

searches. 

Oaxaca Conference 

Possibly because the new technologies theme of the 

overall conference, the Section attracted a large number 

of papers. Sixteen papers were presented in four 

sessions. Regional representation was as follows: North 

America (Canada, Mexico, USA): 15; Europe (Germany, 

Netherlands, UK): 8; Asia (Malaysia, Taiwan): 2. One 

colleague from Venezuela could not attend due to 

sickness. Two papers from Indonesia and Malaysia were 

no-shows. Of the paper-givers, 11 were faculty, 6 were 

students, and 4 were employed outside the academy. 

Sixteen men presented compared to five women. The 

chairs and discussants came from three countries

Mexico, Netherlands and USA. One session was chaired 

by a woman. Most paper givers received individual 

comments. In each of the sessions, attempts were made 

to identify overarching themes. 

The themes were (a) the crisis of the nation state and 

policy making, particularly in relation to ICTs; (b) the move 

to devise pragmatic policy solutions in the context of 

liberalization (there appears to be a sense that 

liberalization is now a given), and (c) a move to 

understand the role of the user in shaping the new 

technologies and giving meaning to policy rhetoric. The 

section will attempt to pursue these themes at the 

Glasgow conference. 

Publication 

The Section President is negotiating with two journals 

about expediting the movement from conference papers to 

journal articles at the Glasgow conference. More details 

will be posted on eCTP. Members are encouraged to keep 

the president informed of conference papers that do get 

published. 

Administrative Matters 

The Section was active at the International Council. The 

Section president serves as the non-voting liaison 



between the new Section Review Committee and the 

11 Section Presidents. Attempts by several section 

presidents and International Council members to keep 

conference costs down have focused attention on the 

problem and resulted in the adoption of a resolution. 

Other Activities 

The CTP Section was strongly represented at the pre

conference workshop on National and Global 

Information Infrastructures of the Communication and 

Technology (CAT) Division of the International 

Communication Association (ICA) in Montreal in May 

1997. Section members Ang Peng Hwa, Sandra 

Braman, Sophia Kaitatzi-Whitlock, Vice President 

Ursula Maier-Rabler, Paschal Preston, and Gaetan 

Tremblay {representing 6 countries in 3 continents) 

made presentations in addition to the Section President 

who organized the workshop. 

The Section president promoted the association and 

the Section during visits to Dublin, Ireland (April 1997) 

and the Montreal conference of the ICA (May 1997). 

The Section vice-president was elected president of 

the Austrian Communication Association. Please see 

separate announcement re relocation of Section 

President. 

Glasgow Conference, 1998 

The Section is making plans for 5 sessions at the 

biennial conference Abstracts are invited from current 

and future members by February 1, 1998 (detailed call 

for papers at http://www.komdat.sbg.ac.at/ectp/ and 

elsewhere in this newsletter). Please send to: 

Professor Robin Mansell 

Science Policy Research Unit 

Mantell Building, University of Sussex 

Brighton, E. Sussex BN1 9RF 

United Kingdom. 

Tel: +44 1 273 678165 

Fax: +44 1 273 685865 

E-mail: R.E.Mansell@sussex.ac.uk

More information at URL: 

<http://www. komdat. sbg. ac. at/ectpl> 

Member comments and questions on all aspects of the 

report are welcome. 

Rohan Samarajiva, CTP Section President. 

Documentation & Information 

Systems & Strategies Section 

Call for papers 

Abstracts (400 words max.) must be sent to the President 

of Section by February 15, 1998 by e-mail, diskette or 

typewritten fax Letters of acceptance will be sent by 

March 1, 1998 Final papers must reach the President by 

April 1, 1998 

New research orientations have come up in the section 

after Sydney and Oaxaca contacts. ICT play more and 

more a major role in the globalization of networks and 

Internet is probably the most striking exemple of this 

transformation which is just started. Information networks 

lead to different types of technical designs management 

systems and to new types of competition conflicts but also 

to potential cooperation. A geopolitical approach is 

proposed in order to analyse the appropriation strategies of 

ICT in the different areas of the world and the kinds of 

drawnbacks as well as the different policies which are 

undertaken in the South (linked with two other sections : 

international communication and communication 

technology policy and human rights group). We propose 

three main themes already discussed in Sydney and 

Oaxaca : 

1- Internet, transformation of the research field sphere.

Nation, State, NGO's. Public service and liberalization, 

social impact of networking in different local, national and 

regional contexts, ethnic go ups, forms of interactivity ... 

2- Strategic uses of information Crisis situations and

information strategies, networking strategies to give value

added to information ... 

3- Documentation systems and cognitive processes.

Collective memory and socio-cognitive process, negotiating 

information in documentation processes, Multimedia and 

Knowledge-based Systems ... 



Address for correspondence : 

Documentation and Information Systems Section 

Section President Yvonne Mignot Lefebvre, 

30 rue du Pressoir, 75020 Paris, France. 

E mail : ymignot@planete.net 

Tel : 33 1 46 36 03 22; Fax 33 1 40 21 09 40 

History Section 

Report 

On publication of this Newsletter, the reviewing process 

of the papers which were submitted to the History 

Section for the Glasgow conference of IAMCR will 

have seen finalized presumably. The topics for the 

different sessions that were announced in the previous 

Newsletter should offer a mixture of some more narrow 

and more open focus. Historical contributions to the 

general, over all topic of the conference would have 

been especially welcome. 

Here, I wish again to encourage members to contribute 

not only to the conference program (some did so by 

making proposals) but also to the History Section's 

Newsletter. Not only short essays on the state of the 

art of historical media studies would be interesting. 

That applies to any other information about 

publications, research projects and 

other conferences. The German Association for 

Communication Research e. g. will hold ist annual 

conference in Mainz, May 20-22, 1998, dealing with , 

"Media in Contemporary History". Are there comparable 

events or plans anywhere else please let me know! 

All correspondence should be sent to the Section 

president: 

Juergen Wilke 

Johannes Gutenberg Universitaet 

lnstitut fuer Publizistik 

D-55099 Mainz, Germany

Tel. +496131-392539 Fax: +496131 394239 

E-mail: juergen. wilke@uni-mainz-de"

I 
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Human Rights Committee 

Report 

At the last World Congress held in Sydney, Australia, the 

IAMCR organized a program of research and discussion 

on human rights. Assisted by the Sydney conference 

organizing committee, the associationUs leadership, and 

UNESCO, the IAMCR 

Committee on Human Rights attempted to focus 

attention on the problems of communication and human 

rights by means of a special plenary session, research 

panels, and discussion fora. UNESCO representative, 

His Excellency Dr. Francisco Claver 

of The Philippines spoke at the plenary session on 

Human Rights and Communications Issues raised by Dr. 

Claver and other speakers included an emphasis on the 

place of free expression, political freedom, cultural 

diversity, and cultural self-determination in the 

design and evolution of new information networks and 

services. 

The IAMCR Human Rights Committee will organize 

opportunities for dialog and sharing of research at each 

World Congress meeting. It has cooperated with the 

Law Section and the Participatory Communication 

Section in arranging sharing of 

research and ideas at the last World Congress in 

Sydney on such issues as citizens' communication 



rights on the global information highway, new stages in 

the evolution of human rights of communication, 

censorship in cyberspace, freedom of expression 

in post-socialist states, and principal challenges in 

ensuring citizensU communication rights in 

international agreements for the policy design of the 

Global Information Infrastructure. Other areas 

addressed in the human rights program include original 

research on human rights in different regions of the 

world, ranging from human rights coverage in 

the Malaysian media and the destruction of cultural 

heritage in African television, to human rights literacy 

education in India and free expression in non

democratic states. 

Since the last World Congress meeting, the HR 

Committee has been cooperating with the Journal of 

International Communication on a special journal issue 

devoted to human rights which will appear in 1998. 

The special issue will address fundamental 

conceptual, historical, political, cultural, and empirical 

issues concerning the question of communication rights 

in the information age. Contributions will examine the 

role of UNESCO with a special report from UNESCO 

itself, in addition to significant new scholarship from a 

broad range of submissions. 

At the World Congress meeting to be held in Glasgow 

in summer 1998, human rights issues will occupy a 

prominent place of discussion in a plenary, panels, 

and open meeting. The HR Committee will cooperate 

with other sections to bring together researchers, 

scholars, and activists for dialog and debate on the 

core questions confronting the human right to 

communicate. 

Shalini Venturelli 

Committee Chair 

Media & Popular Culture 

Call for papers 

The Working Group on Mass media and Popular Culture, 

a group dedicated to cultural, sociological and aesthetic 

studies of popular fiction and culture in film, tv, radio, 

print-media and computers will convene again in 

Glasgow. The group was formed in 1988 at the 

Barcelona-conference, and has met since that in both 

Bled (1990) and Sao Paulo (1992, Guest-Convenor: 

Peter Larsen, Bergen), Seoul (1994) and Sydney (1996). 

The core of the groups work can be defined through the 

following topics: 

* case studies of all types of popular genres

* genre theory and genre history

* popular culture and the question of national culture,

hegemony and subculture

* popular culture, cultural values and media institutions

* popular fiction and audience research

Potential contributors to the Glasgow-Conference may 

use these categories as a guideline, however all papers 

adressing topics within the broad field of Media and 

Popular Culture will be evaluated for official acceptance 

by the convenor. 

Abstracts of a maximum of 400 words, including the 

authors name and adress, should reach the convenor at 

the adress below no later than February 1, 1998. 

lb Bondebjerg, Research Professor, ph.d. Department of 

Film and Media· Studies, University of Copenhagen, 

Njalgade 80, 2300 Kbh. S, Denmark 

Tel: (+45)3532 8102, 

Fax: (+45)3532 8110 

e-mail: bonde@coco.ihi.ku.dk

Mobil: (+45)2166 0246 



Medics Regionales Diversidad 
Cultural Grupo de Trabajo 

Regional Media & Cultural Working Group 

Announcement 

Objetivos: 

La crisis politica del Estado-Nacion y !a globalizacion 

economica han generado fenomenos singulares de 

revitalizacion de las identidades culturales a nivel 

regional. Las tecnologias convencionales y las soportes 

difitalizados potencializan, en varias partes del mundo, la 

emergencia de medias de comunicacion e informacion 

que rescatan la diversidad cultural en las espacios 

nacionales. Al mismo tiempo, se multiplican las procesos 

de produccion simbolica dentro de las regiones al 

conjugar las valores tradicionales y las modernos, 

creando una cultura hibrida que incorpora las factores 

globales sin perder las identidades nativas. Hacer el 

inventario, analisis y discusion de estos fenomenos es el 

proposito del Grupo de Trabajo que se reunira durante el 

congreso de la IAMCR - Asociacion Internacional de 

lnvestigacion sabre Comunicacion Masiva - en Glasgow, 

Scotland / lnglaterra - 1998. 

Proposal: 

The political crises of State-Nation and the economical 

globalizacion created singular phenomena as such as the 

new impulses to cultural identities at the regional level. 

The conventional techonologies and the digital ones have 

allowed, in many places of the world, the creation of 

communication and information media that are recovering 

the cultural diversity in the national spaces. At the same 

time they had multiplied the process of symbolical 

production inside the regional limits that have mixed the 

traditional values and the modern ones, creating hybrids 

cultures that incorporated the global aspects without 

losing the native identities. Making an inventory, analysis 

and discussion of such phemonenona is the main goal of 

the Working Group which is going to meet in the next 

scientific conference of IAMCR - International Association 

for Media and Communication Research - in Glagow, 

Scotland I England - 1998. 

Lenguas de trabajo: Espanol e Ingles; Working 

languages: Spanish and English 

Fecha limite para aceptacion de ponencias: 1 de 

febrero de 1998 Deadline for reception of papers: 

February 1, 1998 * La ponencia debe incliJir un 

resumen con no mas que 400 palabras 

The paper should include an abstract with no more than 

400 words 

Coordinadores / Conveners: 

Jose Marques de Melo y/and Carmen Gomez Mont 

UNESCO Communication Chair Holders in Brazil and 

Mexico 

Direccion de las Coordinadores del Grupo de frabajo: 

Addresses of the Working Group Conveners : Prof. 

Jose Marques de Melo - Communication 

UNESCO/UMESP Chair - Brazil Email: jodmelo@usp.br 

/ Telefax: 55 - 11 - 280 58 54 Prof. Carmen Gomez 

Mont - Communication UNESCO/UIA Chair 

Email: cgomez@uibero.uia.mx I 

Telefax: 525 - 605 17 58 

Media, Religion & Culture 
Working Group 

(formerly the Media, Myth and Ritual Working Group) 

Call for Papers, Glasgow, 1998 

The Working Group on Media, Religion and Culture 

invites submissions for its program for the IAMCR 

meeting in Glasgow. July 26-30, 1998. It is expected 

that, under its new title, MRC will continue to be a venue 

for the theoretical and methodological exploration of 

the relations between the media and meaning practice. 

Papers dealing with issues of traditional and non

traditional sectors and activities are encouraged, as 

vyell as papers which broaden and expand the terms of 

reference and analysis. Abstracts of a maximum of 400 

words should follow the IAMCR guidelines, as presented 

in the Newsletter, and should reach the Convenor at the 

address below no later than February 28, 1998. 

Convenor: Professor Stewart M. Hoover, Center for 

Mass Media Research Campus Box 287, The University 

of Colorado, Boulder, 80309 USA. Fax: (Int+ 1) 303-492-

0969. 

Email :hoover@colorado.edu 



Political Economy 

Report and Call for Papers: 

The section and several of its members were active in 

the October 2-5 Conference of the European Institute of 

Communication and Culture (Eurocom) which met at 

the University of Colorado, Boulder and addressed the 

theme "Communication, Citizenship, and Social Policy: 

Rethinking the Limits of the Welfare State." The section 

was one of the conference sponsors and section Vice

President Andrew Calabrese co-chaired the conference 

with Jean-Claude Burgelman of the University of 

Brussels. Several section members presented papers 

at the conference and a number of these will be 

published in a special issue of journal JAVNOST (The 

Public) and in a forthcoming book edited by Calabrese 

and Burgelmann to be published by Rowman and 

Littlefield. 

Section participation was also prominent in the Ninth 

MacBride Roundt Table which preceded the Boulder 

conference. Papers from the Round Table are availabe 

on the MacBride web site: 

http://tdg.uoguelph.ca/~drichard/macbride/ 

This is a restatement of the section Call for Papers for 

the Glasgow conference: 

At its 1997 Meeting in Oaxaca, Mexico, the members of 

the Political Economy Section decided to organize the 

following sessions for the 1998 Glasgow Conference. 

Abstracts and papers are invited on: 

1. Labor and the Political Economy of Communication

2. Feminism and Political Economy (jointly with the

Gender Section) 

3. Political Economy, Race and Ethnicity (jointly with the

Working Group on Race and Ethnicity) 

4. Political Economic Theory

5. Political Economy and the Disney Empire

6. Does Place Matter?: Political Economy and

Global/Local Power 

Deadlines: 

for Abstracts 

Completed Papers 

Feb 1, 1998 

June 1, 1998 

Abstracts of papers (300 words max) should be sent to: 

Professor Vincent Mosco Acting IAMCR Political 

Economy Section President School of Journalism and 

Communication Carleton University 

Ottawa, ON K1 S 5B6 CANADA 

Email: vmosco@ccs.carleton.ca 

Phone:+ 613 520-2600 Ext. 7426; Fax:+ 613 520-6690. 

Continued from page 27. 

one of the courtiers and the king suspecting the 

two were having an affair, took it from him while he 

slept during a hunting party and threw it in the 

River Clyde. On his return the King demanded to 

see the ring and told Languoreth she would be 

executed if she could not produce it. The Queen 

approached her paramour, who could not help and 

in desperation she went to St Mungo who told her 

to go to the river, ask the first fisherman to cast his 

line into the water and take the first fish he caught 

to St Mungo. Mungo slit open the fish and found 

the ring in its belly. The Queen was sent home 

safe and in penitent. 

The scene is represented on the back of the seal 

of Bishop Robert Wyschard made around 1271. 

A more prosaic theory is that the salmon 

symbolises salmon fishing which was Glasgow's 

main industry until the 18th Century and that the 

ring is the Episcopal ring of office for Glasgow's 

bishop. 
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Statutes 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR MEDIA AND COMMUNICATION 

RESEARCH 

STATUTES (ENGLISH. Note: Statutes in French will be provided in the next Newsletter.) 

ARTICLE 1 - AIM AND SEAT 

The International Association for Media and Communication Research (IAMCR) -

Association Internationale des Eludes et Recherches sur l'lnformation et la communication 

(AIERI), referred to in these Statutes as the Association - shall promote throughout the world 

the development of scientific research on problems related to Mass Communication. The 

Association's legal seat is in Paris. 

The Association's legal seat is in Paris, Maison des Sciences de l'Homme, 54 boulevard 

Raspail, 75006 Paris. 

ARTICLE 2 - CHIEF AIMS 

The chief aims of the Association are: 

a) to provide a forum where researchers and others involved in mass 

communication can meet and exchange information about their work; 

b) to encourage the development of research and systematic study, especially in 

subjects and areas where such work is not well developed; 

c) to stimulate interest in media and communication research; 

d) to disseminate information about research and research needs - not only to 

researchers but also to those working in the various media and others responsible for 

communication policies; 

e) generally to seek to bring about improvements in communication practice, 

policy and research; to encourage research and the exchange of information on practices and 

conditions that impede communication and communication research; 

f) to contribute, by means of appropriate research work, to the development and 

improvement of the training of journalists and other media professionals. 

ARTICLE 3 - MEMBERSHIP 

The Association has three categories of membership 

a) Individual members 

The status of individual member shall be conferred on any persons qualified by 

their activity in the field of media and communication research. 

b) Collective members 

The status of collective member shall be conferred as follows: 

i) on institutions, organizations and associations, within any given country, 

whatever their denomination and their framework, which are concerned with media and 

communication research or dedicate all or part of their activity to such research (e.g. 

universities, research units, broadcasting and television corporations, training centres); 

ii) on international institutions, organizations and associations whose purposes 

are connected with those of the Association. 

c) Associate members 

The status of associate member shall be conferred on national and international 



institutions, organizations and associations which have interests and activities in related fields 

and whose aims are consistent with those of the Association. 

II The regulations of membership are the following: 

a) Membership shall be conferred by the International Council (majority: two-thirds 
of the expressed votes). In the case of refusal to admit to membership, the person 

refused may have recourse to the General Assembly which may decide on membership 

(majority required: two-thirds of the expressed votes). 

b) The resignation of a member does not affect his dues up to the end of the

calendar year of his resignation.

c) Membership expires without notice if a member does not pay his dues for two 

consecutive years.

ARTICLE 4 - GOVERNING BODIES 

The Association has the following governing bodies: 

i) a General Assembly;

ii) an International Council;

iii) an Executive Board;

iv) a President.

ARTICLE 5 - GENERAL ASSEMBLY (MEETINGS AND VOTES) 

a) The General Assembly meets ordinarily every second year. It may be convened 

by the President for an extraordinary meeting if necessary, and it must be 

convened on request of at least one-third of the Association's members. 

b) The individual and collective members (see Article 3.1) are entitled to vote and 

elect in the General Assembly as follows: 

i) each individual member has one vote;

ii) each institution, organization and association accredited as a collective

member (see Article 3.1 b) ii)) has three votes;

iii) each international institution, organization and association accredited as a 

collective member has five votes. 

c) Collective members shall be represented by delegates of their own choice, 

including delegates attending in their capacity as individual members. Individual members 

may be represented by other members of the Association if this representative produces a 

written and signed mandate before the votes or elections. A representative, be he individual
member or not, cannot represent more than one member, collective or individual.

d) The General Assembly votes and elects by a simple majority of expressed votes,
and subject to e). f) and g) (infra).

e) If a ballot is not requested (see f) and g)) (infra), the President may validly ask 

for vote and election by a show of hands. In this normal case each individual and collective 

member has one vote. 

f) the vote or election will be by ballot if at least five members request this before

the vote or election, each member having then the votes according to b) (supra).

g) If requested before the vote or election by at least five members, the votes shall

be so counted that the number of votes of members from the same country, present or

represented, who express an identical opinion, shall not be allowed to count as more

than one-fifth of the total number of votes expressing the same opinion. 

h) Associate members can be present at the General Assembly in an advisory non

voting capacity. 

E 



ARTICLE 6 - GENERAL ASSEMBLY (TASKS) 

a) The General Assembly shall define the Association's principles of action and in 

particular make decisions concerning the work-programmes proposed by the International

Council. 

b) It shall decide on establishing, commissioning and dissolving Sections a 

provided in Article 11 . 

c) It shall make decisions concerning the management report, the accounts and the

budget proposed by the President of the Association with the comments of the International

Council. 

d) The General Assembly shall decide on its internal regulations, and on all

matters which have not been assigned to other bodies. 

e) It shall elect by simple majority, the President, for a four year mandate in the 

eventuality provided for in Article 9 d) beyond, the Vice Presidents (up to a maximum of five)

and the other members of the Association's Executive Board, as listed in the first sentence of 

Article 9 a). It shall also elect the members of the International Council in accordance with

Article 7. 

f) It shall elect by simple majority the President of each Section established in 

accordance with Article 11 below, chosen form a list submitted by the International Council. 

g) The General Assembly may elect Honorary Presidents and Honorary Members.

Honorary Presidents and Honorary Members have the same rights as individual members.

Additionally Honorary Presidents are by right members of the International Council.

ARTICLE 7 - INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL (MEMBERS AND MEETINGS) 

a) The International Council, under the presidency of the Association's President,

shall comprise apart from the President and the other members of the Executive Board:

i) Between 16 and 30 individual members elected by the General 

Assembly. In so far as possible, a fair and balanced geographical distribution and

representation of specialists coming from the various fields of mass communication and mass

communication research should be aimed at in the election of these members.

ii) The presidents of sections.

iii) The Honorary Presidents.

b) The members of the International Council referred to in para a) i) above shall be

elected for four years. The members in office may be re-elected. In case of the death or

resignation of one of its members, the International Council shall coopt a substitute pending

the meeting of the General Assembly, which shall elect a new member for the remainder of the

mandate.

c) The International Council shall be convened by the President as often as appears 

necessary, but he is bound to convene it on the request of at least two-thirds of the members. 

d) The International Council shall decide by a simple majority of votes. Each 

member of the International Council shall have one vote. 

ARTICLE 8 - INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL (TASKS) 

The International Council shall: 

a) control the execution of the programmes approved by the General Assembly;

b) give its opinion on the report and on the accounts presented by the President and

the Treasurer; 

c) decide on the admission of new members;

d) establish the draft budget and present it for approval to the General Assembly;

e) prepare the agenda of the General Assembly and the work-programmes which



are to be submitted for the Assembly's approval; 

f) define the organization details of management and financing of Sections and

draw up the list of members whose names are to be submitted to the General Assembly for 

election to the office of presidents of Sections;

g) ratify agreements between the Association and other bodies as provided for in

Article 11 e).

ARTICLE 9 - EXECUTIVE BOARD (MEMBERS AND TASKS) 

a) The Executive Board comprises the President of the Association, the President 
Elect, the Vice Presidents (to a limit of five), the Treasurer, the Secretary General, and the 

Deputy Secretary General. The immediate past President is a member of the Executive Board 

for a period not exceeding two years. The mandate of this immediate past President expires,
in any case, on the day the President Elect is elected, so as to avoid the past President and the

President Elect being members of the Executive board at the same time.

b) Voting, in connection with the election of the President Elect, the Secretary
General, the Deputy Secretary General, the Treasurer and the Vice Presidents shall take place

by postal vote, two years before the end of the President's mandate. The President Elect shall

succeed the President of the Association, without further formality, on the expiry of the 

latter's mandate.

c) The Executive Board shall decide by a simple majority of votes. Each member

of the Executive Board shall have one vote. 

d) Members of the Executive Board may be re-elected. In case of the death or 
resignation of one of its members, the Executive Board shall coopt a substitute pending the
meeting of the General Assembly, which shall elect a new member for the remainder of the 

mandate. However, in the event of the death or resignation of the President Elect, the 
Executive Board shall not coopt a substitute, and the next meeting of the General Assembly 
shall elect, by simple majority, the President of the Association, with immediate effect. 

e) The Association's Executive Board shall be charged with carrying out the

Association's current business.

f) Between the meetings of the International Council, the Executive Board shall 
control the execution of the programmes and, shall provisionally, admit new members. 

g) The individual members holding office within the Executive Board may not hold 
this office as well as that of a Section President. Should ever such a situation arise, the 

member shall resolve this by resigning immediately from which ever of the offices he chooses. 

ARTICLE 10 - PRESIDENT 

a) The President shall represent the Association and ensure the regularity of its

action.

b) Should the President be unable to exercise his functions, he shall be replaced by 

the President elect, or by the past President. 

c) The President shall be elected for four years, his mandate not being immediately 

renewable. However, he may then be elected as President Elect after his two years mandate 

on the Executive Board as past President, and thereafter carry out the office of the President of 
the Association. 

ARTICLE 11 - SECTIONS AND CO-OPERATIVE AGREEMENTS 

a) By decision of the General Assembly, Sections of the Association may be
established or commissioned to perform specified tasks consistent with the aims of the 
Association. These Sections may be dissolved by decision of the General Assembly. 

b) Each Section shall have a President who shall be elected by the General

Assembly and who shall serve ex officio on the International Council for the duration of his 

presidency. 

c) The organization, details of management, and the financing of the Sections shall 



be defined by the International Council. 

d) Exceptionally, a Section may be constituted by a collective or associate member 

of the Association, in accordance with an agreement prepared by the International Council, 

and ratified by the General Assembly. 

e) The Association shall also be empowered to conclude agreements with any 

person or any international or national institution, organization or association to accomplish

tasks consistent with its aims. These agreements must be ratified by the International Council.

ARTICLE 12 - UNESCO AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

The Association has the status of a non-governmental organization with UNESCO and 

a number of other international organizations and has a consultative and co-operative 

relationship with these international organizations. An observer from UNESCO, and other 

such organizations duly appointed by them, may take part (without the right to vote) in all 

meetings of the governing bodies of the Association. 

ARTICLE 13 · FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 

The financial resources of the Association are chiefly derived from: 

a) Membership fees

The membership fees shall be established for each category of members by a

decision of the General Assembly. 

b) Grants, awards, and donations. 

c) Payment for work undertaken by the Association. 

ARTICLE 14 · AMENDMENTS OF THE STATUTES 

Amendments of the statutes must be approved by the General Assembly (majority 

required: two-thirds of the votes present or represented). The proposals for amendment should 

be sent to the President who communicates them to the Association's members two months 

before the General Assembly commissioned to examine them. 

ARTICLE 15 - DISSOLUTION 

The dissolution of the Association can only be decided by the General Assembly 
(majority required: two-thirds of the votes present or represented). The proposal for 

dissolution should be sent to the President who communicates it to the Association's members 

two months before the General Assembly commissioned to examine it. In the event of 

dissolution, the assets of the Association, once all debts have been settled, will be devolved 

according to the rules fixed by the General Assembly that voted the dissolution. Without these 

rules, the dissolution decision shall not take effect. 

The above Statutes have been approved by the Constitutive Conference held in Paris, at 

the seat of UNESCO, on the 18th and 19th of December 1957; they have been completed, 

simplified, and amended by the General Assemblies held on 8th September, 1966, in 

Herceg-Novi; on 26th April, 1968, in Pamplona; on 3rd September, 1976, in Leicester; on 28th July, 

1988, in Barcelona; on July 7th, 1994 in Seoul; and on August 21st, 1996 in Sydney. 

IAMCR 

AIERI 

The President The Secretary-General 



Notes 

Carleton University 

School of Journalism and Communication 

Subject to budgetary approval, the Mass Communication 

program of Carleton University's School of Journalism 

and Communication invites applications for a tenure track 

position at the rank of Assistant or Associate Professor. 

Applicants must demonstrate the ability and commitment 

to contribute to a Ph.D. program in communication, as 

well as teach in an M.A. program in communication and 

in undergraduate programs in mass communication. 

Candidates are to demonstrate teaching and research 

achievements in one or more of these fields: the socio

cultural analysis of communication, the history of 

communication, international communication, 

communication and technology, and the political economy 

of communication. 

Starting date July 1 , 1998 (negotiable). Applicants should 

include a detailed curriculum vitae, and arrange for three 

letters of reference, to be sent to: Dr. Paul Attallah Chair, 

Hiring Committee, School of Journalism and 

Communication, Carleton University, 1125 Colonel By 

Drive Ottawa, Ontario, K1 S 586 

In accordance with Canadian immigration requirements, 

this advertisement is directed to Canadian citizens and 

permanent residents. Carleton University is committed to 

equality of employment for women, aboriginal peoples, 

visible minorities, and persons with disabilities. Persons 

from these groups are encouraged to apply. The closing 

date for applications is March 1, 1998 or until the position 

is filled. 

Vincent Mosco 

vmosco@ccs.carleton.ca 

Phone: 613-520-2600 ext. 7426 

Fax: 613-520-6690 

http://www.carleton.ca/~vmosco/vm.html 

Message from Rohan Samarajiva, Communication 

Technology Policy Section 

President 

I am taking a leave of absence from my university to 

serve as Director-General of Telecommunications of Sri 

Lanka until mid 1999 at the invitation of the Minister of 

Posts, Telecommunications and the Media. I depart 

Columbus December 13th and assume office January 1, 

1998. 

I will continue to work on a limited number of academic 

projects such as the launching of the new Sage journal, 

*New Media & Society: An International Journal*, and

will wind up my responsibilities as the President of the

Communication Technology Policy Section in 1998, with

the help of the former Section President, Professor

Robin Mansell who has kindly undertaken to organize

the Glasgow sessions of the CTP Section. I have made

arrangements to expeditiously forward related mail to

her, but if possible abstract submitters are requested to

directly send their abstracts by February 1, 1998 to:

Professor Robin Mansell, Science Policy Research Unit 

Mantell Building, University of Sussex, Brighton, E. 

Sussex BN1 9RF, United Kingdom. 

Tel: +44 1 273 678165 

Fax: +44 1 273 685865 

E-mail: R.E.Mansell@sussex.ac.uk

I will continue to be responsible for all CTP matters 

except for the organization of the Glasgow sessions. My 

new contacts, effective mid-December 1997, are: 

Rohan Samarajiva, Director-General of 

Telecommunications, Telecom Regulatory Commission 

of Sri Lanka, 

276, Elvitigala Mawatha, Colombo 8, Sri Lanka. 

Tel: +94 1 689345; Fax: + 94 1 689341 

E-mail: rohan+@osu.edu (forwarded to Sri Lanka)

E 



Events 

WACC-KUB International Seminar 

K.U. Brussel, Belgium 6-8 April 1998 

Migrants are an unseen presence in most parts of the 

world. Tucked away in detention centres or grudgingly 

accommodated on the fringes of society, they are 

ordinarily taken to be a threat to the prosperity, culture 

and stability of 'unified' nations. 

Uneven globalisation has undoubtedly hastened the 

volume of migration over the last few decades. The great 

disembeddings of modern times caused by human and 

natural processes have created waves of diasporic 

settlements across the globe. 

In recent years however, migrants have been turned away 

from borders and those who have sought refuge have 

been denied right of abode and are increasingly being 

sent back to their country of origin. In Europe this trend 

has been accentuated by a rise in xenophobic 

nationalism, by economic recession and the threat of slow 

growth rates and by the fortress mentality of the European 

Union in its quest for a pan-European identity. 

The media play an important role in reinventing the 

'threat' posed by migrants in the popular imaginary. 

Negative reporting creates waves of antipathy and 

reinforces the basest of prejudices against migrants. 

But the migrant identity is common to humanity. It may be 

effaced by our 'stable' moorings, but it remains a hidden 

reminder of the historical quest for certainty that has 

made us what we are today. What rights should 

migrants/refugees have as a matter of course and how 

should these be recognised? What are the policies 

presently being formulated by the European Union on 

migration and how have these been reported in the 

media? How can migrants/refugees enjoy the 'right to 

communicate'? And what needs to be done to assist 

migrants gain access to the means of communication and 

to get their voices heard? 

Seminar Fees 

*US$ 50 or BEF 1,500 for PhD-students

*US$ 100 or BEF 3,000 for members of academic and/or

non-profit organisations *US$ 300 or BEF 9,000 for other 

participants 

Hotel reservations will be handled by RESOTEL, Hotel 

and services reservations, 122 Oceaanlaan, B-1150 

Brussels, Belgium. Tel: +32-2-779 39 39, Fax: +32-2-779 

39 00, Email: resotel@freesun.be (Requests will be 

satisfied on the basis of room availability.). 

DEADLINES (Early submissions will be given priority.) 

Deadline for Abstracts: February 1, 1998 (lapsed.) 

Deadline for paper submissions: March 1, 1998 (lapsed.) 

Deadline for registration: March 15, 1998 (lapsed.) 

CONTACT FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Dr. Pradip Thomas 

World Association for Christian Communication (WACC) 

357 Kennington Lane 

London SE11 SOY, England 

Tel: +44-171 582 9139 

Fax: +44-171 735 0340 

Email: wacc@gn.apc.org 

Dr. Jan Servaes 

Research Centre 'Communication for Social Change' 

(CSC) Katholieke Universiteit Brussel 

K.U.Brussel 

Vrijheidslaan 17 

8-1081 Brussel, Belgium

Tel: +32-(0)2-412 42 78 

Fax: +32-(0)2-412 42 00 

Email: freenet002@tornado.be 



Governing Bodies 

PRESIDENT 
PRESIDENT-ELECT 

SECRETARY GENERAL 
DEPUTY SECRETARY-GENERAL 

TREASURER 
VICE PRESIDENT 
VICE PRESIDENT 
VICE PRESIDENT 
VICE PRESIDENT 
VICE PRESIDENT 

Executive Board 

Hamid Mowlana (USA) 
Manuel Pares I Maicas (Spain) 
Naren Chitty (Australia) 
Ole Prehn (Denmark) 
Gertrude J. Robinson (Canada) 
Elizabeth Fox (USA) 
Carmen Gomez Mont (Mexico) 
Olga Linne (UK) 
Michael Palmer (France) 
John Sinclair (Australia) 

International Council 

A. Abd El-Rahman (Egypt) • I. Kovats (Hungary) • L. Rao (India) • A. Brown (Jamaica) •
M. Krohling Kunsch (Brazil) • A. Richter (Russia) • M. Burkle (Mexico) • T. Lavender (UK) •

D. Shinar (Israel) • G. Daza Hernandez (Columbia) • K. Lundby (Norway) •
K.M. Shrivastava (India) • E. de Bens (Belgium) • P. Maarek (France) •

A. Sreberny-Mohammadi (UK) • U. Maier-Rabler (Austria) •
T. Syvertsen (Norway) • J. Downing (USA) • T. Masilela (South Africa) • S. Venturelli (USA) •

D. Frau-Meigs (France) • V. Nightingale (Australia) • J. Wainberg (Brazil) • C.W. Kim (Korea) • S.A.
Nahrstedt (Sweden) • F. Wete (Cameroon) • U. Kivikuru (Finland) • 

J. Protzel (Peru) • H. Yufu (China)

Honorary Presidents 

James D. Halloran (UK) • Raymond Nixon (USA) • Cees Hamelink (The Netherlands) 

COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY POLICY 
DOCUMENTATION AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS 

GENDER AND COMMUNICATION 
HISTORY 

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATION 
LAW 

LOCAL RADIO AND TELEVISION 
MEDIA EDUCATION RESEARCH 

PARTICIPATORY COMMUNICATION RESEARCH 
POLITICAL COMMUNICATION RESEARCH 

POLITICAL ECONOMY 
PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 

SOCIOLOGY AND SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY 

Section Presidents 

Rohan Samarajiva (USA) 
Yvonne Mignot Lefebvre (France) 
Liesbet van Zoonen (The Netherlands) 
Jurgen Wilke (Germany) 
Abbas Malek (USA) 
Wolfgang Kleinwachter (Germany) 
Nicholas Jankowski (The Netherlands) 
Birgitte Tufte (Denmark) 
Jan Servaes (Belgium) 
David Paletz (USA) 
Vincent Mosco (Canada) 
Frank Morgan (Australia) 
Wolfgang Donsbach (Germany) 

International Council Standina Committees 
COMMITTEE FOR FUND-RAISING AND FINANCE • COMMITTEE ON HUMAN �IGHTS • LEGAL COMMITTEE • MEMBERSHIP 

COMMITTEE • PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE • RESEARCH POLICY REVIEW COMMITTEE • SECTION REVIEW COMMITTEE 

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE (1998): 
Hamid Mowlana (USA) • Manuel Pares I Maicas (Spain) • Naren Chitty (Australia) • Gertrude Robinson 

(Canada) • Tony Lavender (UK) • Simon Frith (UK) • 
Virginia Nightingale (Australia) • Frank Morgan (Australia) 



Publications 

New Media & Society 

New Media & Society is a new international journal edited 

by Nicholas Jankowski, Steven Jones, Rohan Samarajiva 

and Roger Silverstone, and published by SAGE 

Publications. The first issue will be published in April 

1999. 

New Media & Society is being launched to provide an 

interdisciplinary forum for the examination of the social 

dynamics of media and information change. The journal 

will engage in critical discussions of the key issues arising 

from the scale and speed of new media development, 

drawing on a wide range of disciplinary perspectives and 

on both theoretical and empirical research. 

For further information contact: 

Jane Makoff, SAGE Publications, 6 Bonhill Street London 

EC2A 4PU Email: jane.makoff@sagepub.co.uk 

SAGE website: www.sagepub.co.uk 

Media in Asia 

Shelton Gunaratne, professor of mass communications, 

Moorhead State University, is editing a book titled "The 

Media in Asia" for publication in 1999 by Sage 

Publications India Pvt. Ltd. He is looking for a few more 

contributors to write the country chapters. Refer to the 

following Web site for details on countries that are still 

open: 

<http://www.moorhead.msus.edu/~gunaratlmediasia.htm> 

The Journal of International Communication (JIC) 

JIG announces the publication in April/May of its issue 

on Communication & Development, guest edited by 

Professor Bella Mody and the publication in the second 

half of 1998 of its Human Rights issue, guest edited by 

Professor Shalini Venturelli. 

Papers have been called for the International Political 

Economy issue (June 1999); the International 

Communication in the 21st Century issue (December 

1999) and the Communication Technology & Policy 

(June 2000). 

Individuals wishing to have papers considered for an 

ordinary issue, may send abstracts/papers for 

consideration at the present time. An ordinary issue will 

be published in December 1998. 

JIG is the official journal of the International 

Communication Section of IAMCR. 

Those interested in sending abstracts for consideration, 

please contact the JIG Editor, Naren Chitty c/o ICP

Media-ELM, Macquarie University, North Ryde NSW 

2109. E-mail: <nchitty@pip.elm.mq.edu.au> 

Subscription details may be obtained from Dinorah 

Cortes at the above address or from 

<dcortes@pip.elm.mq.edu.au>. 



"Glasgow is 

undoubtedly one of 

Europe's most 

dynamic Cultural 

Capitals: steeped in 

culture, rich in 

history, but above all 

alive with an 

excitement you can 

sense as you walk 

through its elegant 

streets, squares, 

parks and gardens. 

Following its reign 

as 1990 Cultural 

Capital of Europe 

you'll find that any 

year is just as 

exciting for the arts, 

entertainment, and a 

host of other 

pursuits." 

Greater Glasgow & Clyde 

Valley Tourist Board 
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