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NEWS ITEMS JULY 1985 

NEW DELHI GONFERENGE ^'' 

When the necessary assurances had been obtained from the Indian organizers towards 
the end of 1984, in accordance with the decision of the General Assembly, arrangements 
were quickly put in hand to hold a programme and planning meeting. This meeting 
I was held in The Hague, courtesy of Gees Hamelink, on 4th and 5th February 1985, and 
was attended by Tamas Szecsko, Olof Hulten, Gees Hamelink, Binod Agrawal, Olga Linné, 
Peggy Gray and the President. 

The meeting confirmed that the theme of the conference should be Gommunication 
Technology, Development and the Third World. 

It was clear at this meeting that the Indian organizers had progressed very rapidly 
with the preparatory work, and that in Binod Agrawal the Association had a most 
energetic and efficient "local secretary". All this was further confirmed when 
Peggy Gray and the President visited New Delhi early in May, and met members of the 
Organizing Gomraittee and representatives of the various bodies which had agreed 
to collaborate in financing and organizing the conference. 

The outcome of these meetings, the hard work and the collaborative efforts can be 
seen from the information about the conference which is enclosed. This progress 
augurs well for a most successful conference - the facilities are first rate. 

Please do remember that the extremely modest conference fee of US$250 is inclusive 
^of registration, attendance, all meals and accommodation in a first class, fully 
air conditioned hotel, and even receptions. 

The President, Executive Board and International Council urge members to do their 
utmost to attend. They are convinced that it will be well worth the effort and 
expense. 

Peggy Gray is exploring to the full the possibilities of inexpensive travel and 
some good bargains are already available. She will be pleased to receive enquiries 
and suggestions. As in the past, the President will be only too pleased to issue 
formal letters of invitation with supporting statements to those members who feel 
that such letters might help them to obtain travel funds. The President will also 
be writing to various agencies in the hope of raising funds which might be used 
to subsidize the travel of members from other parts of the Third World. Suggestions 
would be welcome. 

Provisional and partial programme details are enclosed in this package. It will 
be noted that it is proposed to repeat what most members seemed to regard at Prague 
as a most successful way of starting the conference, i.e. with one main plenary 
session, addressed by one speaker of international repute. 

From the Office of the President 
Professor James D. Halloran 



Professor Yash Pal, Secretary, Department of Science and Technology, Technology 
Bhawan, Mahranli Road, New Delhi 110 057, India, has been invited to be the 
speaker at the opening plenary in New Delhi. 

It was not so clear to the Programme Committee what shape the final plenary should 
take, or if indeed there should be a final plenary. After some discussion it was 
decided that the President should invite the Director General of UNESCO, 
Amadou-Mahtar M'Bow, to address the final session. 

ANY MEMBER WISHING TO MAKE COMMENTS, PROPOSALS, SUGGESTIONS, 
ETC., ABOUT THE CONFERENCE PROGRAMME SHOULD WRITE TO THE 
PRESIDENT, PREFERABLY IN TIME FOR HIM TO RECEIVE THE LETTER 
BEFORE THE NEXT MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL, WHICH 
WILL BE HELD IN PARIS ON THE 2^th AND 26th SEPTEMBER. 

The President thanks all those members who wrote about the conference, and who 
responded to his request for comments on what might be the most suitable time of 
year for the conference to be held. In the end, August was a clear winner. Those 
who preferred a later date were equally split between December and January. It 
should be noted that the International Sociological Association will be holding its 
conference in New Delhi immediately before the lAMCR meeting. 

CONFERENCE QUESTIONNAIRE ' . . . 

The Secretary-General has prepared a brief questionnaire (enclosed) which he 
asks all members to complete and return to him in Budapest. This would enable 
him to compile an international bibliography related to the conference theme. 'J. 

POST-CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES 

Details of tours, excursions, etc., will be provided later. Our colleagues in 
India are anxious that during their stay in India as many members of the Association 
as possible should have the opportunity of visiting universities and other 
institutions, and meeting those engaged in mass communication research and 
communication and media studies. Binod Agrawal, Space Applications Centre, Indian 
Space Research Organisation, SAC P.O., Ahraedabad 380 053, India, is exploring 
the possibilities of organizing post-conference programmes {visits, seminars, ( 
discussion groups, workshops, etc.) say for two days, with several universities 
and institutions in different parts of India. He has kindly agreed to act as a 
"post office" in the early stages. Those interested should write to Binod as 
soon as possible. 

SECTIONS 

The President would like, once again, to draw the attention of all members to the 
proposals from Section heads (NEWS ITEMS, January 1982) as to the future activities 
of Sections. Comments and suggestions are welcome. There has also been a proposal 
that heads of Sections should no longer be members of the International Council by 
virtue of their headship. Additionally, there are many who feel that it is time 
that the role and function of Sections, and the criteria for their establishment 
and maintenance should be more clearly defined than they are at present. Some 
well established "working groups" are far more active and involve far more members 
than some Sections. 
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INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL 

The next meeting of the Council will be held in Paris, hosted by Francois-Xavier 
Hutin, on the 25th and 26th September 1985. Members wishing to draw Council's 
attention to any matter of interest to the Association should write to the 
President before 20th September, 

The Council has to address a comprehensive agenda at the Paris meeting. Amongst 
other things, it has to finalize the 1986 conference programme, see what changes 
in Statutes, if any, are required in the light of the decisions taken at the 
General Assembly in Prague, and decide if the Association should have its own 
journal, become closely associated with an existing journal, or continue as at 
present. 

POST-COUNCIL ACTIVITIES •• ,. , • ., ̂  , 

The Section on Professional Education will be holding a meeting in Paris 
immediately after the meeting of the International Council (see enclosed 
information sheet). Hamid Mowlana has recently proposed that the International 
Communication Section might also meet at that time (say 27th September). Those 
interested should write direct to Hamid. ,., 

PUBLICATIONS • • • ' , . .• -. • -,=. ' 

In addition to the possibility of supporting a journal, referred to above, 
the further possibility of publishing a series of monographs or occasional 
papers has also been raised. The monograph from the Prague conference will be 
available shortly, and will be sent to all members. All papers - well, nearly 
all - presented at the Prague conference are available from Leicester at the 
cost of reproduction and postage. 

MEMBERSHIP, PUBLICITY, PROMOTION, RECRUITMENT 

As always, the Association is very pleased to be able to welcome many new 
members and, as always, it regrets the steady drift away of others. 

NB: THE PRESIDENT AND OFFICERS WOULD BE MOST GRATEFUL IF ALL THOSE 
WHO HAVE NOT PAID THEIR DUES FOR 198^ AND FOR 1985 WOULD ATTEND 
TO THIS MATTER IMMEDIATELY. AN INVOICE IS ENCLOSED, WHERE 
APPROPRIATE. APOLOGIES TO THOSE WHO RECEIVE AN INVOICE WHO 
DON'T DESERVE ONE! 

Annual subscriptions have been kept low quite deliberately; running and 
administrative costs are at a minimum (largely because of subsidy); the 
Association also benefits from much voluntary work, and inclusive conference 
fees are far lower than those charged by comparable organizations. 
The Association can keep to this and maintain its programme only if members 
regularly pay the modest dues which are requested. 

For the first time the Association is able to welcome new members from the 
People's Republic of China. The President visited Beijing, returning an earlier 
visit to headquarters by a delegation from the Republic. He gave several 



lectures in different institutions, and found a great interest m the Association. 
He also lectured, gave talks and presented papers in Australia and Hawaii 
(ICA conference), and took advantage of these opportunities to spread the word 
about the Association. The response has been very encouraging, and the President 
is particularly grateful to Brenda Dervin and her colleagues for enabling lAMCR 
to have a "platform" at the Honolulu meeting which, in several ways, provided 
a timely illustration of ICA/IAMCR cooperation. 

A brochure has recently been-produced outlining the Association's policy and 
programme, and giving details of how one might become a member. 

INFORMATION ABOUT MEMBERS, PUBLICATIONS, OTHER ASSOCIATIONS, ETC. 

The Association admits to having a problem as to how it might deal, record and 
report most appropriately the large amount of information which comes its way about 
members' activities, publications, research interests, and so on. • .' 

Over the years the policy, if so it may be called, has been to provide all members 
periodically with information about all books, articles, reports, etc. produced 
by members which have been received at headquarters and which, on request, can é 
then be reproduced and distributed at cost. Changes of address and positions 
are also notified. Information has not been provided about the publications of 
members which have simply been "advertised" or otherwise publicised. On the 
whole, the activities of individual members have been reported only when they 
have something to do with the Association's programme, or when they stem directly 
from the Association's policy. It has always been assumed that to do otherwise, 
i.e. to go beyond this, would be impossible witn the resources available. This 
IS the real answer, although there are indications from time to time that a more 
inclusive approach might provide an open forum for those eager and energetic self-
publicists. On the other hand, members might like to hear more about each other. 
What do you think? Remember, there are over one thousand members, all claiming 
to be able to write!!! 

It is much easier to deal with information about other related organizations 
and associations, and lAMCR is always pleased to receive information and publications 
from bodies with similar interests, and to report these from time to time to all 
our members. The Association is also pleased to pass on news about meetings, 
conferences, etc. As already mentioned, the ICA met in Honolulu in May, and the 
ISA meets in New Delhi in August 1986. The IIC meets in Tokyo from 6-10 September, i 
and the AEJ in Memphis, USA., from 3-6 August. 

' ' ' --"i , , ' . ' " ' , 
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