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November 1980 

Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

Since I last wrote to you I have had the pleasure of meeting many of you in Caracas 
at what was lindoubtedly a most successful conference. Those of you unfortunate 
enough not to be with us really did miss an outstanding occasion. The letters I 
have received over the past few months confirm what I indicated in my closing 
address at the conference, namely, that without any disrespect to our friends in 
Leipzig, Leicester and Warsaw, where we met in 197̂ » 1976 and 1978, our conferences 
seem to improve all the time. 

The Association is deeply indebted to our Venezuelan hosts, especially to Dr Palacios 
and his Organizing Committee, for providing us with such splendid facilities. Granted 
such conditions, we just had to do justice to them with the quality of our exchanges, 
and I feel confident that we did this. I am most grateful to all those members whose 
presentations, formally and informally, contributed so much to the intellectual 
success of the conference» 

Two hundred and ninety people registered for the conference, which was formally 
opened by His Excellence, the President of Venezuela. Following the general pattern 
adopted in the past, the programme included Section meetings, discussion groups or 
workshops on specific topics, and special meetings (MacBride Report, Foreign Images 
Study, WAPOR) as well as the two main plenary sessions. Reports from the Sections 
and from those groups which prepared a report are appended to this letter. The 
eight formal papers from the two plenary sessions 

SESSION I New Structures of International Communication? 
A critical assessment from different standpoints 
of research so far carried out in this and related 
fields. 

Speakers Oswaldo Capriles, Ithiel de Sola Pool, Gees Hamelink, Tamas Szecsko 

SESSION II "Where Do We Go From Here?" Future directions 
in research - theory, method and application to 
problems, policy, planning and practice. ••. 

Speakers Tomo Martelanc, Everett M, Rogers, Hector Schraucler, Kjeld Veirup 

are available from Leicester, on payment of £5 to cover postage and distribution costs. 

I am delighted to be able to report that the General Assembly unanimously agreed that 
the status of Honorary President should be conferred on Raymond Nixon, and Honorary 
Member on Francesco Fattorello and Bogdan Osolnik. Congratulations to all of them, 
and long may they participate in our affairs. 

From the Office of the President: 
Professor James D. Halloran 
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Ae viilX 1)6 eoen i-rota •fch.© aooomponying mo-fcori al, th« progromni'Oe and activities of 
most of our Sections are very impressive, and our thanks are due to the leaders 
of the Sections as well as to the various group convenors for their contributions 
to the Caracas proceedings» We are also very appreciative of the work done by all 
those who participated in the Foreign Images Study - a unique example of inter
national research cooperation - especially to the members of the drafting group 
(Annabelle Sreberny, Bob Stevenson, Frank Ugboajah and Kaarle Nordenstreng)» 

At the Caracas Assembly it was decided to change the names of the Professional 
Training Section to Professional Education, and of the Communication Satellites 
and Technology Section to Communication Technologyc There was considerable 
discussion of a proposal to establish a new Section on Communication Development, 
It was eventually decided, as often in the past when new Sections have been 
proposed, to start at a relatively informal level with all those interested 
exchanging ideas, meeting if at all possible, and eventually preparing and sub
mitting a formal proposal, work programme and list of potential members to the 
General Assembly, All members interested in the formation of a Section on 
Communication Development should get in touch with Professor Robert Lindsay, 
11 Hillside Court, St Paul, Minnesota 55103, UoS.Ao On a very closely related 
matter, Bob Lindsay is also acting as convenor of a study group which aims to 
design and eventually carry out a research project on Global Research Models» 
This group operates within the general framework of the International Communication 
Section, of which Breda Pavlic .is President, Bob would be pleased to hear • 
immediately from any members interested in this project. 

Since the Caracas meeting, and as agreed at that meeting, the International 
Communication Section has cooperated with the International Peace Research 
Association and the World Federation of Scientific Workers, in preparing a research 
proposal for a study of the media coverage of the arms race and disarmament. This 
may be seen as one of.several possible follow-ups to the aforementioned Foreign 
Images Study, Another such study currently under way focusses on the Media and 
Developmental News, The International Communication Section is hoping to organize 
a workshop on Modem Information - Communication Technologies, International 
Relations and the Third World in late May or late August 1-98l in the Federal 
Republic of Germany. Those interested should contact Breda Pavlic, Research 
Centre for Cooperation v/ith Developing CoiHitries, PO Box 97, Titova 102, 
61113 Ljubljana, Yugoslavia, Bill Melody, Simon Fraser University, Department 
of Communication Studies, Burnaby 2, British Columbia V5A 1S6, Canada, who heads 
the Communication Technology Section, is exploring the possibility of holding a 
meeting of this Section in Europe in late August, either immediately before or 
immediately after the International Council meeting in Sigtuna, Sweden, frqm 
2^-26 August 1981. A joint meeting is obviously a possibility here. 

I think that it is fair comment, as several of you have indicated, that we go 
from strength to strength, and that we can look forward with confidence to our 
twenty fifth anniversary celebrations in France in 1982, The decision on the 
site of the conference has still to be made, and this will be one of the first 
tasks of the Programme Committee (Balle, Dajani, Edelstein, Fleck, Hamelink, 
Hutin, Reyes Matta, the President and Secretary General) when it meets in Paris 
in January, The Committee will also have the task of interpreting and amplifying 
the theme for the conference which v/as agreed at'the Caracas General Assembly, 
namely, COMMUNICATION AND DEMOCRACY, Various sub-titles and emphases have been 
suggested, including New Strategies for Research, and Continuity, Change and 
Convergence, If you have any ideas on this matter, or on any other matter . . 
relevant to the 1982 conference, such as timetable and programme format, please 
let me have them before the 15th January 1981, 
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I would also like to hear from all members about a matter that many of us discussed 
in both formal meetings and informal discussions whilst we were in Caracas. I refer 
to the appropriateness of the structure, organization and procedures of the Association» 
What was deemed appropriate over twenty years ago, and what may have served us well 
over the years, need no longer adequately serve an Association which, as one of our 
senior and more experienced members, Dallas Smythe, reminded us, has changed 
considerably and come a long, long way over the past decade. 

It was decided at the General Assembly in Caracas that we should examine, amongst . 
other things, our voting and election procedures, the structure of our governing 
bodies, the functions of the officers, the role of Sections, membership categories 
(including the value of institutional membership), and the nature of our assemblies 
and conferences. Members were requested to write to me on these and related issues, 
and I am grateful to those who have already responded. I would like many more comments, 
however, and I enclose a copy of the Statutes in the hope that this will make it easier 
for you to formvilate your suggestions. 

With the help of fellow officers, and guided by Professor Martin Loeffler, who was 
officially appointed legal adviser to the Board, I hope by mid-1981 to be in a position 
to produce a- vrorking paper based on your comments and suggestions. This could then be 
discussed at the next meeting of the International Council which, thanks to the 
initiative of Olaf Hulten, will be held in Sigtuna, Sweden, from 2^-26 August 198I. 
The Council will then prepare a document which will be circulated to all members, 
prior to submission to the 1982 General Assembly, I urgently request your cooperation 
in this very important task. 

As you all know, for the Association recent years have been years of expansion and 
development, but there is still much to do. We have come a long way, but there is 
a long way still to go. This is particularly true as far as international 
representativeness is concerned. We have members in over sixty countries, but we 
could double this and still not be represented in quite a number of countries. We 
need to recruit far more extensively if we are to achieve NGO Status A with UNESCO, 
and every single member could help in this connection. 

Every member could also help to strengthen the finances of the Association, As I 
have had to point out on many occasions in the past, our income does not grow pari 
passu with our membership. This is quite simply because a niwnber of members pay 
only once in every two or three years, and then only for one year. I appreciate, 
of course, that this may be -totally due to that forgetfulness which is held to be 
a characteristic of academics. But one may guard against this by taking steps 
(bankers draft/order, etc. to cover a number of years) to ensure regular payment 
of dues. Both individuals and institutions have been particularly remiss in 198O; 
so much so that our income in a year marked by severe inflation in many countries, 
is lower than it was in 1979» This sort of situation cannot last for long without 
serious consequences. Please take steps immediately to ensure that you are a fully 
paid-up member of the Association» 

It was appreciated at the Caracas meetings of the International Council and General 
Assembly that even if every member paid his dues every year the Association would 
still not be entirely in the clear. On the surface a declared balance at 30th 
June 1980 of just over A-5,000 Swiss Francs (approximately ^3,000 in 1978; 52,000 
in 1976 and l8,000 in 197^) looks healthy enough. But in these days of increasing 
costs (particularly with regard to postage and telephones), developing activities, 
more administrative duties and lower grants or subsidies from UNESCO and other 
external sources, the figures flatter to deceive. They certainly do not represent 
the real cost of running the Association, especially when one takes into account 
the services of Peggy Gray and others at the Leicester headquarters. In this and 



other ways real costs are masked to a considerable degree, but it is a masking ' 
which it might well be impossib]e to maintain, given the current economic climate. 
Moreover, there are other good reasons why the Association should face up to the 
real nature and fvll implications of its operations» 

The Council and Assembly readily recognized and accepted the situation and agreed 
that, in the future, the Association would have to be prepared to budget more for 
organizational, administrative and servi-ce costso Membership dues had been 
increased only once over a period of twelve years, and zhe Assembly accepted the 
recommendation of the International Coiincil that, with effect from 1st January 198̂ 11 
membership dues should be increased, and new membership categories established as 
follows: 

INDIVIDUAL 
Graduate Students) 
Bneritus ) 

SfrolOO or Sfr.yo for those unable to afford full amount 

Sfr„ 30 

INSTITUTIONS 

350 

S-Ï- 500 

800 

(up to 10 members) 
(11 - 15 members) 
(16 - 20 members) 
(m^re than 20 members) 

for universities 
- and institutes 

(sliding scale) 

NAĤ IONAL COUNCILS/ 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Sfr,800 

In the circumstances, -chose who have not yet paid their dues for 198O (or for earlier 
years for that matter) might consider ib appropriate to make recompense by paying 
for those years at the nev; rates. This is not obligatory, of course, but such 
generous gestures would be very much appreciated. There was a general feeling on 
the Council that the more individual members we had in the Association, the better 
it would be. It was suggested that we might do away with the category of institutional 
membership, but this would cause problems for some, (I would welcome your comments 
on this matter,) In any case, there is no reason why members of those institutions 
that are institutional! members of the Association should no: take out individual 
membership as well» Q'li-̂e a number already do this^ 

You will note from the figures above, and from the accompanying membership form, ^^ 
that individual membership has been fixed at SfrdOO, with a concessionary rate ^^ 
in special cases only, of Srr„70o You will forgive me, I know, for emphasizing 
in special cases onlVo h, _, 

Our relationship with UNESCO, both generally and through its officers, remains 
cooperative, friendly and fruitful, although many members are concerned that we 
do not play a cential enough part - a par-c appropriate to our status and experience -
in the formulation, planning and execution of Ul̂ ESCO's communication research programmee 

This concern was expressed at Caracas, as it has been before at other meetings, and 
I was confident that I had the fvCH backing of the Association in writing to 
Mr Makagiansar, Assistant Director-General m the Department of Culture and 
Communication, drawing his attention bo these and related issues, pointing out 
what our contribution might be, and assur-.ng him of our willingness to cooperate» 

This message was reinforced by Breda Pavlic when she spoke as our official observer 
at the twenty first session of the UNESCO General Conference, which was held in 
Belgrade last month. After commenting on the difficult task that had been put 



before the MacBride Commission, Dr Pavlic reiterated and emphasized some of the 
points previously made at the special MacBride meeting during the Caracas conferences 
These were that the report should be seen not as a scientific research document, 
but as a starting point in what would have to be a continuing process of attempting 
to increase awareness and understanding of vitally important communication and 
information processes, institutions and networks at national and international 
levels. 

Dr Pavlic acknowledged, as I did in my Caracas address (copy enclosed), that in 
lAMCR we are not all at one in all things. We approach problems from different 
standpoints, v/ith different values and with different methodological preferences. 
But we are at one, at least on one score, and that is in our conviction that 
there is a vital need for the information that only research can provide, that 
in lAMCE we are uniquely qualified and able to provide that information, and that 
we are anxious and willing to cooperate with UNESCO and ether relevant bodies in 
attempting to provide it, 

I am sure members will be pleased and encouraged to know that, in his reply to 
my letter, Mr Makagiansar assured me of UNESCO's wish to collaborate with lAMCR, 
both generally, and more specifically and immediately, in drafting the detailed 
research programme for 1981, We look forward to this opportunity. Mr Makagiansar 
also recognized the importance of the Foreign Images Study, and the extent of 
lAMCR's effort in carrying out this study. He eagerly awaits the final report, 
which should be available early in 1981, 

I enclose lists of the officers of the Association, the members of the Executive 
Board and International Council, and the Presidents of the various Sections. 
All these were elected at the Caracas General Assembly, and personally I would 
like to thank all those who gave me a vote of confidence by entrusting me with 
the affairs of the Association for a further four years, I hope that I prove 
worthy of your trust and that in the future, as in the past, I can rely on your 
help and cooperation. 

With all good wishes for Christmas and the New Year. 

Yours sincerely, \\ r̂ ,̂ -rV''" 

(y 
James D Halloran 
President - lAMCS 

P,S. I would be grateful if those members of the International Council who have 
not already done so would let me have, at the earliest possible opportunity, 
a brief curriculum vitae (one page) which, as agreed at Caracas, can then 
be distributed to all members, 

P.P.S. Professor Martin Loeffler has kindly agreed to write a history of the first 
25 years of the Association to mark our 25th anniversary. He would be pleased 
to hear from any of you who might have relevant material or memories. 
Prof Dr Anne van der Meiden, who has edited a Reader on Ethics and Mass 
Communication to which fourteen of our members have contributed, would be 
pleased to hear from those v/ho would like to purchase a copy (US^15) at 
Werkgroep Massacommunicatie, State University, Utrecht, Netherlands. 


