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Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

You will remember that in my last letter in June I asked you to complete two 
brief questionnaires, one about the forthcoming Warsaw Conference, and the 
other about the proposed UNESCO communication research programme. The response 
ih both cases was most encouraging, and I would like to thank all of·those who 
took the trouble to write and provide so many useful comments and suggestions. 
Your contributions greatly facilitated the work of the Programme Committee 
and played a vital part in the formulation of our submission to UNESCO • 

In July, at a meeting at the·UNESCO Headquarters in Paris, I was able to 
convey your comments on the UNESCO proposals to a small panel meeting of some 
of our officers and members of the UNESCO secretariat. These comments were 
built into our discussions from which eventually a document emerged entitled 
IAMCR AND THE UNESCO RESEARCH PROGRAMME. I prepared this with the help of 
Dr Lakshman Rao and Mrs Peggy Gray who acted as rapporteur at the panel meeting. 
This document was submitted to UNESCO in August and has become the basis for 
further and continuing exchanges on UNESCO·'s research programme. I am sure 
you will all agree that this increased working co-operation ·with UNESCO is 
much to be welcomed and augurs well for future developments in this particular 
field -of communication research. 

The Paris meeting was made possible because UNESCO was able to provide the· 
necessary financial support for travel, accommodation etc. by inviting panel 
members in their individual research capacities to other specific project 
meetings. These 1

1piggy-back11 arrangements may not be ideal, but they continue 
to be necessary, particularly when so many of the members of our not particularly 
affluent Associatiqn show such a reluctance to pay their annual dues. But more 
about this lat0r - I know you wouldn't expect me to let you get away with this 
so lightlyJ However 1 for the time being let us be grateful to UN.ESCO for its 
co-operation., fc;,r its assistance and, not least, for its ingenui�y. 

The document presented to UN.ESCO about its research programme is not included 
in this already large (and costly) package, but if those who would like to 
receive a copy let me know it will be sent imrnediatelyo 

I mentioned in my last letter that we had also been asked by UN.ESCO to organize 
and co-ordinate an international comparative study on The-Images of Foreign 
Countries Representing Different Social Situations and Development Stages as 
Portrayed by the Mass Circulated Presso Preliminary discussions on this project 
were held at the July meeting in Paris, when a draft design was prepared. 
Exchanges have continued both by correspondence and by disc·ussions - the 
latter with several colleagues who may participate in the study, and whom 
I had the pleasure to meet at the AEJ Conference in Madison, Wisconsin in 
August,at the ILET Seminar in Amsterdam in September, and at the Finnish 
UNESCO Seminar in Helsinki earlier this month. 

I repeat the request made in the June letter. Do let me know if you are 
interested in this project. For representative sampling reasons it is more 
important that some countries should participate than others, but there is 
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nothing exclusive about this study, so anyone who wishes to take part should 
get in touch with me immediatelyo If all those who have signified their 
willingness to participate play their part by letting me have their comments 
on the proposed design, then we should be able to work out a final agreed 
design and commence the work by March 19780 Al.though UNESCO agreed to 
provide some financial support for the preliminary meeting, each participating 
institution in this project will have to finance the project from its own 
resources a 

The Programme Committee has been working steadily, if perhaps a little more 
slowly than.last time, in preparing for the Warsaw Conferenceo The 
geographical spread of the committee members (Colombia, California, Poland, 
DDR, UK) and the vagaries of the international postal service present a few 
problems in this connection, but as I hope you will agree the ground has been 
well prepared, and most of the important decisions have now been takeno 

The Programme Committee (including colleagues from the Polish Organizing 
Committee) had its second meeting in September in Amsterdam at the Baschwitz 
Institut by courtesy of one of our members, Professor Marten Brouwero On 
this occasion the Committee was joined by the following members of the 
Executive Board/International Council (Bunzlova, Fattorello, Golebiowski, 
Hamelink, Kempers, Loeffler, Pasquali and Rao)o All members of the 
International Council had been invited to join the Programme Committee, but 
obviously travel problems were too great for most of themo Wolfgang Seeger 
was also present as an observer from UNESCOo UNESCO is providing a financial 
subsidy for the Conferencec 

The meeting was both interesting and fruitfulo In a stimulating and wide
ranging discussion many questions were raised which, although going well 
beyond the specific subject and organisational requirements of the Warsaw 
Conference, nevertheless touched on matters which are central to the 
existence and continued development of our Associationo So conscious was 
one of our members of the importance of the matters discussed and of the need 
to convey at least the gist of these discussions to all IAMCR membe�s, that 

.he suggested I should attempt to do this in my next lettero Unfortunately, 
this interesting suggestion came at the end of the discussions, and the 
recording of the proceedings had been geared more to decision-taking with 
regard to the Conference than to the wider discussiono Still, we probably 
have enough information to give a reasonably accurate summary of what took 
place, and as we all felt Professor Loeffler's suggestion was basically a 
good one and might serve several useful purposes, we agreed to make the 
attempto 

In what follows we have divided the coverage of the proceedings into 
General and Specificc In the 'Specific' section we include information 
abo:U:t ·the ·specific decisions relating to the Warsaw Conferenceo We hope 
there is .little room for error or dispute hereo In the first 'General' 
section, however, we give our impressions and interpretations of the topics 
covered, aided by inadequate notes, and filtered by the inevitable selective 
perception and.retentionc However, we hope you will find the attempt 
worthwhilec 

In a way some of the general, more basic issues discussed stemmed from 
organizational points both with regard to the Conference and the Committee 
itselfo The composition of the Committee (albeit democratically elected 
at the last General Assembly) and the decision of the Committee to select 
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a small number of speakers and discussants for the main conference sessions, 
was bound to give rise to questions of representativeness and balance. Now 
these are not simple questions, although some people do tend to oversimplify 
and at _times to over-personalize as ·welL The questions are usually discussed 
under one or �ore of the following headings - left/right, marxist/non-marxist, 
socialist countriis/capitalist countries, east/west, north/south, first/second/ 

'third/fourth world, geographical spread, disciplinary spread and so ono There 
is much overlapping and the d:i..otinc·�ions between some of these headings are 
not always finely drawno It is also not always clear whether those who speak 
about representat::i.veness/balanc3 etco are referring to the 0world at large" or 
to a reflection of the .·memberGhip of our Association, which is itself 
unbalanced both with ::.·egard to membership and financial contributionso 

As I hope you will appreciRte� it would be impossible for me in this letter 
to do justice to this debate - either generally, or in so far as it was 
reflected (not always overtly) in the Amsterdam exchangeso Suffice it to 
say that it is an ongoing debate

1 
and one that is likely to be with us for 

a long timeo In fact it is one that ought to be with us for a long time, 
granted the nature of our work and our international �omposition, although 
one would hope thac acrimony and personal issues would have no part-to play 
in the exchanee, 

As our Association 1;rows it is a heaJ. thy sign that members should wish to 
express their views and concerns about the affairs of the Association and 
its possible future developmentso After all, until recently there was very 
little to comment on, .llpart from the General Assembly held every other 
year, probably tr.e only opportunity for memt?ers to participate is through 
correspondenceo As you know many members do write 1 and without being too 
self-congratulatory I c�n say without equivocation or fear of' contradiction 
that the letters r-eccivcd at headquarters are overwhelmingly support;i..ve and 
concratulatory �bout IAMCR's developments and progress in recent yearsQ 

Of course, -�nere a-r-e one or two exceptions, and mo.st of you will be familiar 
with theseo Moreovc.r, we must n0t lose sigh� of the possibility that, as is 
sometimes claimed, �h ,c one or two speak and write for many more - the 
silent majority - wi:10 may share -:heir anxieties about the directions they 
perceive IAMCR to be takingo Fro!:! widesprec::d correspondence and from 
meeting members in all pc.rt3 of the g::...obe I doubt this ver-y much indeed - in 
fact, personally, I a� coLvinced co the contraryo Nevertheless, I think 
it is desirable that at the Warsaw meeting we should provide an opportunity 
( far more time th3.;.1 ha.s ·L!sually been the case) for a general discussion on 
the Association's aims, objectives, policies, trends, future developments 
etco I also hope it will be possible for the Executive Board or International 
Council to meet before the Warsaw General Assembly to prepare the way for 
·thi·s discussion, and I would like all of you who have any :.-,houghts on these
matters to let nie hnve your comments and suggE:stions at your earliest
possible convcn�enceo

It may appear that I have wandered too far from my starting point about the
Amsterdam. meetingo Up to a point this is true, al though it will be re_cognised
that many of the questions raised below - some of them perhaps appearing on
the surface as little w.ore than simple matters of organization - are
frequently both raised and answered with these wider considerations in mind,
even if.riot explicitly stntedo
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As inferred earlier, mos_t of you will have had t.o deal with the·se questions 
in the past, and no doubt you will all have heard different answers and 
viewpoints argued with energy and enthusiasm, if not always with logic and 
clarity. Suffice it to say that the enthusiasm and energy were cert"ainly 
present at Amsterdam. You must decide for yourself on the logic and clarity 
after you have read the Conference outline and related information w�ch 
stemmed from the discussions and decisions at Amsterdam. - These are ·set out 
below. 

The procedure will follow the Leicester format and the division of sessions 
will be according to the first possibility presented in the June letter. 

Provisional Timetable 

The 11th General Assembly and Scientific Conference will take place from 
4th to 9t\ S�ptember 1978 at the ·Palace of Culture and Science "in Warsaw, Poland • 

Theme: MASS MEDIA AND NATIONAL CULTURE 

Monday, September 4th 

Arrival and Registration 

6 p.m. Official opening, reception and dinner. 

Working sessions and meetings will be held each day as follows: 

Tuesday, September 5th 

Session I 

Session II 

Evening: 

Mass Media and Culture: ideologies, theories and 
methodqlogies. 

Mass Media and National Culture: structure, content, 
values and impact. 

Reception by the Rector of the University of Warsaw 
at the National Museum, including tour of the Art 
Gallery and a concert of classical music. 

Wednesday, Sept1mber 6th

Session III 

Session IV 

Cross Cultural and International Communication: 
flow, political, economic and technological 
factors. 

Cross Cultural and International Communication: 
content, values and effects. 





Visas: 

7 

Visas will be required by all those attending except for persons 
from COMECOM countries, Austria, Finland and Swedeno Visas are 
obtainable from Polish Embassies:and Consulates, and application 
has to be accompanied by proof of payment of Conference feeso A 
receipt will be issued by the Polish Organizing Committee when 
they receive accompanying payment with the Registration formo 

The Programme Committee decided that there will be two main speakers and· 
two discussants for each main session of the Conferenceo ·There will also 
be two chairpersons for each sessiono The Committee, through the President, 
will invite speakers to present papers of a stimulating and challeng1ng . 
natureo The selection of speakers and discussants will take into ac,c�mnf· 
academic ability and performance and the balance of representation o·f ·the 
various regions of the world and various 1.deological stapdpointso · Some 
speakers may not be ·communicologists so that interdisciplinary exchanges 
will �e encouragedo 

Each main speaker will have 20 minutes to present the paper, followed by 
10 minutes for the discussant" Allowing 5 minutes for chairman's introduction 
and 10 minutes for each main speaker to reply, at the end of the debate there 

.will.be 90 minutes for general debate in each of the four plenary sessions� 
It is intended that abstracts of the main papers will be sent to all 
participants -one month before the Conference, and all papers will be available 
to everyone immediately prior to the Conference. In order that this can be 
achieved all papers should reach the President and the Organizing Secretary 
by April 1st 1978a 

If you require any further informatio� about the Conference or any special 
request9:piease write to the Organizing.Secretary: 

•• !.. 

Dr Jerzy Oledzki 
XI K0ngres AIERI 
00...975 Warszawa 22, skra poczto 76 
POLAND 

Travel from UK: Peggy·Gray will arrange group-travel at greatly reduced 
cost if sufficient people wish to travel from the UK to W�rsaw on September 4th 
and return on September 9tho A minimum of ten people would have to travel 
togethero The approximate inclusive cost - travel.and Conference fees - would 
be in the region of £1800 Anyone interested in makirtg use of such group 
travel arrangements should contact Peggy straigRt awayo 

In my last letter I suggested that one of the most interesting features of the 
Warsaw ·Conference would be the meeting jointly organized by the Professional 
Training Section of IAMCR, the.International Communication Division of the 
AEJ and the IGJo On the occasion of the AEJ Conference in August in Madison, 
Wisconsin, USA I was able to have a meeting with Professors Cole, Nordenstreng 
Rush and Zassoursky, and we were able to make further plans for this meeting 
which will centre on (a) New Technology and Journalismi and (b) Precision 
Journalism: Practising Journalism and Social Researcha This programme ·is 
the joint responsibility of Professors Cole and Zassoursky,.and further 
enquiries about it should be addressed directly to thema Similarly, anyone 
wishing to contribute to meetings of Sections which may meet in Warsaw 
should write direct to the relevant Section Presidenta 

The Programme Committee also decided that at Warsaw, as at Leicester, full 
facilities would be made available for any member who wished to have small 
group meetings, research workshops, luncheon seminars, etca on specific 
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issues within the wider field of mass communication research, but which did not 
deal directly with the main theme of the Conference. It is open to any member 
to organize such a meeting, but please remember to advise the Organizing Secretary, 
Jerzy Oiedzki, in good time so that the necessary facilities may be made available. 

Several members have written suggesting that as we have decided to formally invite 
only a few selected speakers to address the plenary sessions on the main theme of 
the Conference, it is difficult for them to persuade university administrators, etc. 
that they are making a valid contribution to conference proceedings. It is often 
necessary to do this in order to obtain the necessary support for travel, accommodation, 
etc. There are many ways, apart from the main sessions, of contributing to the 
Conference, so should any member require a letter of support to put before his· 
administrators all he need.do is let me know. An invitation will be sent immediately. 

I write this letter having just returned from a most interesting and useful meeting 
in Paris with the Board of Directors at the Conseil Francais des Etudes et Recherches 
sur l'Information et la Communication. French scholars played a very important part 
in the establishment and early development of our Association, but in recent years 
they have been less active. My feeling after the Paris meeting however, is that 
we can look forward to a future in which French scholars will play an increasingly 
important part in the affairs of the Association. There has been a rebirth of 
interest in France, and we look forward enthusiastically to increased participation. 
at all levels from our French colleagues. 

It s�em.s-most likely that a French National Council will be formed in the not too 
distant future. Some of the Scandinavian countries have also taken steps in this 
direction. In general I think most of us welcome the idea of the development of 
National Councils, but as interpreted in some places the whole area presents us 
with some problems. 

Responding to enquiries from several members about the idea of National Councils, 
I referred the problem of national council membership to the President of our Legal 
Section, Professor Martin Loeffler. He maintains, and I completely accept his 
interpretation, that ideally National Councils are made up of scholars, researchers, 
etc. who are already individual or institutional members. National Council member
ship (which has some voting privileges, etc.) was never meant as a substitute for 
individual or institutional membership - it is essentially in addition to it. Perhaps 
this ought to be made clearer in our Statutes·, and this question could well find 
itself on the agenda of the next General Assembly. 

One final plea - you will see that we have compiled a membership list. I was going 
to write an up-to-date membership list, but I doubt if I would have been fully 

• justified in doing this, for quite a number of those listed have not paid :·the:Cr 
membership dues for 19770 The list would be far smaller if we included only those 
who have paido Admittedly there are.still a few weeks to go, so we decided to give 
these slow-payers the benefit of the doubto But please, if you are still in arrears, 
let us have your subscription immediately. Perhaps-I should stress

,- subscriptions 
for 19770 1978 is another year, and I hope we shall not have too many letters from 
those who think a year may be conveniently missed out, and that even if they missed 
paying in 1977 that they may pay now sol_ely for the forthcoming year, 1978. We are 
not an affluent Association, and we rely almost entirely on your subscriptions to 
ke�p us afloat. If you have not already done so, please do remember to let us have 
your 1977 subscription immediately, and we shall also welcome early payment of 
1978 qUbscriptions from you allo 

Warmest r·egards for Christmas and the New Year. 

Yours sincerely, 

�¼6� 

James D Halloran 
President - IAMCR 
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