
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR MASS COMMUNICATION RESEARCH 

NOTES FROM THE MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD, 

TAMPERE, FINLAND, 29 JUNE 1987 

ATTENDANCE 

The President, James D. Halloran, opened the meeting in the presence 

of George Gerbner, Gees Hamelink, Kaarle Nordenstreng and Tamas 

Szecsko. A larger attendance had been expected, but the 

postponement of the Media Declaration meeting, originally arranged 

for the days immediately prior to the Executive Board meeting, had 

led to several last minute cancellations, mainly due to 

unavailability of subsidy. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

The President reported that m the nine months since the New Delhi 

Conference nothing unusual had occurred which would prompt him to 

revise the comments he had made at that meeting (since distributed 

to all members) about the overall situation, including membership, 

general stability and finance - at least nothing that would not be 

dealt with under separate items on the agenda. He was pleased to 

note that the cabinet system was still working effectively, and 

that the Officers were able to get together from time to time and 

managed to maintain quite regular contact. 

He, the officers and other members of the Board and Council had 

represented the Association at several meetings and conferences, 

including the ICA meeting in Montreal. On this occasion, thanks 

to the initiative and efforts of Professor Hamid Mowlana and the 

cooperation of the ICA, a joint session of the International 

Communication Section of lAMCR and the ICA, featuring the topic 

"International Communication as a Field of Study: The State of the 

Art" was held at the ICA meeting in Montreal in May. The session. 
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which was highly successful, was att-ended by 310 scholars and 

researchers from around the world. Those making presentations, 

in addition to Hamid Mowlana and the President, included George 

Gerbner, G. G, Robinson, Herb Schiller and Tapio Varis. 

Thanks to the support of UNESCO and the cooperation of Professor 

James Stappers and his University, the President had been able 

to arrange a meeting in Nijmegen, Netherlands, in February to 

discuss the possibility of establishing a comparative study in 

Western European countries under the general heading of THE SOCIAL 

IMPLICATIONS OF TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATIONS IN COMMUNICATION. This 

was the regional remit from UNESCO. Members attended from Spain, 

the Netherlands, West Germany, England and Sweden. A report would 

shortly be available. This was an example of a particular form 

of cooperation with UNESCO, and could be seen in the light of the 

earlier discussions at the joint meeting, which would be referred 

to later in this meeting. 

It was confirmed that the next meeting of the International 

Council would take place in Roskilde, Denmark, from 2A-27 August 

1987 (not September, as originally announced). The President said 

that the Association was greatly indebted to Robin Cheesman, Erik 

Nordahl Svendsen and their supporters for hosting this meeting, 

and for all the arrangements they had made. Members of the Council 

would receive more detailed information in due course. All members 

of the Association had been invited to write to the President by 

31 July 1987 if they had any matters they would like the Council to 

consider. 

It was noted that it had been agreed at the New Delhi meeting of 

the International Council that adequate time should be given at the 

Roskilde meeting to discuss major policy issues, directions and 

programmes for the future and so on. It was also agreed that we 

should not spend all our time on organisational and administrative 

matters. The principle had been accepted, but no firm timetable 

had been established. Some felt a full day would be required for 
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a thorough brainstorming session where standpoints and ideas 

for the future would be clearly articulated. Others 

visualised a more limited approach not exceeding two hours. 

It was also suggested that the dichotomous split was a false 

one that would not permit a valid and useful response to the 

problems we wished to address. Most items on the agenda had 

both their practical and "philosophical/policy" aspects, and 

should be treated as such. Another suggestion was that there 

might be a number of small group meetings on the first day 

which, inter alia, would prepare formal resolutions for 

submission to the Council on the second day. A provisional agenda 

had been circulated, and the Council would decide on the precise 

arrangements. 

Information reaching headquarters clearly indicated that the New 

Delhi Conference had been an undoubted success in every way. In 

addition to the plenary sessions, all eight Sections and 17 

Working Groups held meetings, and the contributions and presentations 

at these were said to be of a very high standard. 

Although it was recognised that the Association had a responsibility 

to provide its members with as many services as was possible in its 

modest circumstances, there was no doubt that the Association was 

best known and regarded for the quality and uniqueness of its 

two-yearly Conferences. It was vital to the continued success of 

the Association that standards should be maintained and that 

priority should be given to this objective. 

XVI CONFERENCE AND GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

It was confirmed that the XVI Conference and General Assembly of the 

Association would be held in Barcelona, Spain, from Z^t to 29 July 

1988. The Programme Committee (Halloran, Szecsko, Mowlana, White, 

Fox, Pares I. Maicas (and colleagues) and Gray), established 

following the New Delhi decisions, which met in Barcelona on 

13 March 1987 also confirmed the theme of the Conference: 

MASS COMMUNICATION AND CULTURAL IDENTITY 
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The outcome of the lengthy deliberations of the Programme 

Committee, in so far as matters had been finalized, had been 

reported in detail to all members. Comments had been invited. 

All meetings and meals, apart from breakfast, will be held in 

the Barcelona Conference Centre, where there is plenty of room 

and where the facilities are excellent. The two hotels, Majestic 

and Gran Saria Sol, where all participants will be accommodated 

are both first class. The Committee felt our Spanish hosts should 

be warmly congratulated on providing such splendid all-round 

facilities at such a modest price. 

The Association had always prided itself on offering extremely 

good value for money at its conferences. The inclusive 

registration fees, covering all food and accommodation, had always 

compared most favourably with those at other international 

gatherings. Barcelona would be no exception. Standards would be 

maintained. 

The Programme Committee decided that the opening plenary session 

should follow the same general lines that had proved so 

successful in Prague and New Delhi. Consequently, one main 

speaker of international repute would be invited to address the 

opening plenary, and this address would then be followed by brief 

interventions from four invited discussants from different parts 

of the world. These would respond to the main presentation from 

their own standpoint, as manifest in their previously distributed 

papers. It was agreed to invite Gabriel Garcia Marquez to be the 

main speaker, but unfortunately he had not yet responded to 

several letters. 

Following the sad death of Professor Martin Loeffler, who had been 

Head of the Legal Section for many years, Cees Hamelink had agreed 

to look after the affairs of this Section. 

He had proposed that the Legal Section should have a special session 

in Barcelona on Information Technology, Law and Human Rights. This 

meeting is intended as a commemoration of the 40th anniversary of 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Since members who might 
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want to attend this may be confronted with the problem of 

overlapping sessions, the possibility of a pre-conference meeting 

is being considered. This could take place on Saturday, 23 July, 

in Barcelona. 

It seemed likely that UNESCO would be able to offer some support 

to facilitate the attendance of a small number of members from 

the Third 'World with specific research interests. Efforts would 

be made to secure additional support to help members from the 

Third World, and it was anticipated that the Barcelona Organising 

Committee would seek assistance from the Spanish National 

Commission of UNESCO. The question of publications both prior 

to and stemming from the Conference was under consideration, 

RELATIONSHIPS WITH UNESCQ/IPDC 

Reference was made to the detailed discussions which had taken 

place immediately prior to the Board meeting with the UNESCO 

representative and other members involved in the IPDC Textbook 

project, ft major item on the agenda of this earlier meeting had 

been "to consider, in particular, the future role of the lAMCR 

and its various Sections in project preparation and execution in 

related areas, and establish guidelines for future activities". 

The Association had contractual obligations with UNESCO to produce 

a report on the proceedings and the outcome of the meeting, and 

it was felt appropriate that, in the first instance, a draft of 

this report should be presented to the International Council. 

The IPDC project had initially been approved by the Council. 

Although what would be submitted to the Council would not take the 

shape of unequivocal recommendations, it would still be quite 

clear what points and issues it would be necessary for the Council 

and Association to address (see draft report on green paper 

attached). It was also agreed that Cees Haraelink would prepare a 

paper covering relevant legal matters and a draft model contract. 
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PUBLICATIONS 

It had been agreed at the New Delhi meetings that Cees Hamelink 

and Tamas Szecsko wouJd present a report to the August meeting 

of the International Council, on the development of the 

publication plans that had been outlined and approved at that 

time. This was confirmed, and an interim report indicated that 

things were progressing satisfactorily. 

The matter of a regular journal was raised again, and the pros 

and cons examined once more. It was recognised that it had been 

agreed that the present policy would be reviewed after a trial 

period. This woula probably be concluded towards the end of 1988. 

It was felt that the two and a half year period would be adequate 

to enable a valid assessment to be made. It was agreed that in 

preparing a comprehensive report for the International Council, 

Hamelink and Szecsko would Include an evaluation of the viability 

of a regular news-letter. 

THE PROPOSED STATUTE CHANGES AND RELATED MATTERS IN THE LIGHT OF 

THE NEW DEHLI DECISION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The President had prepared and distributed to all Board members a 

paper, with supporting material, THE STORY OF THE STATUTES, in 

order to ensure that in Future discussions participants would at 

least be aware of what relevant decisions had been taken in the 

past. He felt that on occasions discussions had not always been 

well informed or consistent. This was not unrelated to the fact 

that the composition of the Council (those actually attending 

meetings) varied from meeting to meeting. 

Introducing this paper, he reminded the Board that the officers of 

the Association, with invaluable advice and assistance from the 

Association's legal adviser. Professor Martin Loeffler, prepared, 

not on their own initiative but on the instructions of the 

International Council and following representations from many 

sources over a period of years, a set of recommendations a number 

of which called for changes m the Statutes. 
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Full details are included in the distributed paper, but the 

proposed changes included composition and casks of governing 

bodies; election procedures; rotation of memoership; term 

of election; number and role of Vice Presidents; function of 

Sections and status of Section Heads - in fact most of the 

issues discussed over the past decade as areas where changes 

might be usefully considered in the interests of the Association. 

On more than one occasion in the past the officers and governing 

body of the Association have been accused of dragging their 

feet and of being reluctant to propose changes so, in a way, it 

could be regarded as a definite step forward when formal 

proposals for Statute changes were presented to all members, 

within the statutory time limits for final submission to the 

General Assembly in New Delhi. 

But, as things transpired, the answer from the 62 people who voted 

at the New Delhi General Assembly was "no change". The proposals 

for statutory changes were clearly rejected reflecting, amongst 

other things, an apparent change of heart and mind on the part of 

the International Council, or at least of a substantial part of it. 

The immediate problem for the Internacional Council and Executive 

Board was to return to these and related questions at its next 

meetings, as advised by the General Assembly. Even in such a small 

group there was no agreement on how best to deai with these 

matters, there was not even unanimity on the implications of the 

decision by the General Assembly at its meeting in New Delhi. 

Controversy centred in the first place on the extent to which 

statutory changes were necessary in order to bring about desired 

ends, but although both Assembly and Council had ruled on these 

matters more than once it had become clear that there was no lasting 

agreement on what the desired ends really were. It was accepted 

that as a starting point for further deliberations, it was 

essential that principles/ends/aims/objectives etc., should be 

clearly defined and firmly agreed (the relevant areas are mentioned 
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above and detailed in The Story of the Statutes, and are perhaps 

best summarised in the Minutes of the Prague General Assembly), 

and only then could the most appropriate ways (statutory change 

or other methods) of achieving the agreed ends be usefully 

explored. 

After a lengthy discussion the following statement was 

unanimously accepted: 

"The General Assembly at its meeting in New Delhi 
rejected the proposed changes in the Statutes, 
tabling the matter for further consideration by the 
Executive Board and that following this, only those 
recommendations approved by the International Council 
should be submitted to the General Assembly. 

It was accepted that although the whole package of 
changes had been rejected, the Board had no means of 
knowing whether or not each and every specific change 
proposed would have been rejected by the Assembly had 
each change been considered separately, as agreed by 
the International Council. Neither was the Board in 
a position to judge whether rejection implied a 
rejection of perceived principle or a rejection of 
the proposed means (statute change) of change, or both. 

It was felt that the General Assembly in Prague in 
198A had set the basic agenda on which the work of the 
Council and Officers had been based. It was accepted, 
therefore, that it should be recommended to the 
International Council that it should re-examine the 
Prague decisions with a view to making clear 
recommendations to the General Assembly which would 
cover both principles and methods." 

It was also agreed that The Story of the Statutes, or an abridged 

version of it, should be sent by the President to all members of 

the International Council. 

BARCELONA ELECTIONS, NOMINATION PROCEDURES, ETC. 

The President recalled the recommendation of the International 

Council at New Delhi, which had been approved by the General 

Assembly, This was that the President, on behalf of the International 

Council, should invite all members of the Association to submit 

nominations to him for any of the officer positions and for membership 
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of the Executive Board and International Council. Those 

nominated must, of course, be members of the Association, must 

have given their consent, and due attention in making the 

nominations should be given to disciplinary and geopolitical • 

distribution. 

Within this framework members could nominate as many other members 

as they wished, but it would be helpful to provide supporting 

statements. All names received at the Leicester headquarters by 

a given date would be distributed to members of the International 

Council so that they would be in a position to discuss the 

nominations at their August meeting. Following this meeting a 

selected list or lists would be sent to all members of the 

Association for their reactions, and these reactions would be 

further considered by Board and Council before final submission 

of a list or lists to all members for their comments, and finally 

to the General Assembly in July 1988 in Barcelona. According to 

the Statutes, the General Assembly is the sole final decision

maker in the election process. By no means all members will be 

present at the Barcelona Assembly, but it was thought that these 

procedures should make possible maximum participation. 

All members of the Association had been informed of this in the 

January news-letter,- but so far the response had not been 

overwhelming. 

It was suggested that the agreed procedures during and immediately 

after the August Council meeting had not been specified as clearly 

as they might have been, and that a small nomination sub-committee 

should be established at the August meeting to prepare a list or 

lists for submission to the Council. The President agreed to send 

to those Board members present a list of the names of those 

Council members whom he knew would be attending the Roskilde 

meeting so that they could make recommendations for membership of 

the nomination committee from these names. 

9 



1 

COMNET 

It was agreed that the question of lAMCR's relationship with 

COMNET should be further examined. 

MEDIA DECLARATION SYMPOSIUM 

Papers had been prepared by lAMCR, but the original meeting had 

been postponed. A new one was being planned and the role of 

lAMCR would have to be determined and negotiated. Kaarle 

Nordenstreng would report. 

SUBMISSION TO UNESCO DG/8.2/049 

The International Council should consider what, if anything, it 

should recommend to UNESCO with regard to the MID TERM PLAN. 
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