
leMlilS! ISSN 0925-7950 

International Association for Mass Communication Research 
Association Internationale des Études et Recherches sur l'lnformation 

WÊÊÊÊÊÊÊt' 

NEWSLETTER Volume2 • Numbers • October 1992 

The Executive Board in Guaraja From left to right, Eapen Eapen, Annie Méar, Cees Hamelink, Hamid Mowlana and Olaf Hiütén 

PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 
Cees ]. Hamelink, lAMCR President 

The Brazil conference was good and bad news: good for 
those who attended and bad for those who were unable to 
join us. As a matter of fact we have received so many 
positive comments about the conference in Amsterdam, 
that I expect that most who did participate will also want 
to go to the 1994 event in Seoul, Korea. Hopefully, the 
enthusiasm is contagious and brings also those who stayed 
home to join us next time. 

The intellectual substance of the conference can best be 
judged from the papers that are listed on the order form 
that accompanies this Newsletter. From all the meetings, 
discussions and decisions on the more mundane, ad
ministrative and budgetary aspects of our Association, I 
would like to present a brief selection only. 

Most important eviciently were the elections. These 
were more formalized than in the past and proceeded 
rather smoothly, although there is undoubtedly space for 
improvement in the future. The results are presented in 
this Newsletter. [See back page.] 

We have a new Executive Board and a new Interna
tional Council. Tine newcomers have already been wel-
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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN 
(continued) 

corned in personal letters and those who left their posts 
have been thanked for their duties well performed. I want 
to mention two names very explicitly: 

Jim Halloran has now become a real Honorary Presi
dent as he stepped down from his function as Past-Presi
dent. He was an exemplary Past-President: never interfer
ing but always available. And a special word of thanks is 
also due to Tamas Szecskö, who was discharged of his 
function as Secretary General after serving the Association 
in many different ways over a very long period and with 
unfailing loyalty. 

The new Council and Board got off to a good start and 
we have actively made plans for the further implementa
tion of ideas already adopted, for new initiatives and for a 
more adequate division of labour. 

Future of the administration 
The various governing bodies expressed at their meet

ings in Guarujd a clear preference for the continuation of 
the current Administrative Office in Amsterdam. The 
accountant's report brought the clear message that the 
Association faces a substantial structural deficit that 
amounts to some US$ 60,000 annually. This problem is 
presently resolved by external subsidies which will run 
through August 1994. After this date new sources of in
come will have to be generated by the new leadership of the 
Association. The accountant's report concluded that if all 
those individuals and institutions that have received in
voices from the Administrative Office would honour their 
commitment to the Association, the income (in 1991) would 
have been close to the amount of money needed to run the 
Association from an independent administrative unit. This 
confronts us more than anything else with a problem of 
internal organizational motivaHon and loyalty. This needs 

to be resolved first and foremost and in the next two years 
we shall engage in a series of efforts to make the member
ship of the Association more rewarding. 

External relations 
In Guaruja the International Council has accepted 149 

new individual members, 10 collective members, and 9 
associate members. (The latter are listed on page 17.) I am 
very pleased with the relations we are developing with 
these organizations and look forward to a variety of joint 
activities. In the future we hope to regularly report about 
this as well as about on-going programmes and projects of 
our associate members. Associate members are part of an 
extended network of external relations that has been devel
oped since 1990. It was decided in Guarujd to further 
strengthen this network that encompasses links to various 
UN agencies, institutional linkages with associate mem
bers and working relations with a large number of pro
fessional organisations. In future Newsletters we shall 
make an effort to inform members about pertinent activi
ties in other bodies we have relations with. In this connec
tion it is important to draw your attention to the need for 
the Association to be represented in important meetings 
that cover our field of work. If you know of such meetings 
and you are in a position to represent the Association, 
please let me know and we can arrange your formal 
accreditation on behalf of the lAMCR. 

The 1992-1994 period 
The Brazil conference was a sort of mid-term review for 

the President's office. I have experienced the past two 
years as so strongly inspiring that I look forward to another 
two years. In terms of policy perspectives for these two 
remaining yecirs the following orientation was presented 
in Guaruja and accepted by the General Assembly. 

No need for grand schemes 
The Association needs most of all in the immediate 

future the implementation of the new direction and orien-
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tation we have initiated. We are presently less in need of 
grand ideas and more in need of concrete suggestions for 
action. 

In terms of the institutional health of the lAMCR it is 
absolutely necessary that whenever new plans are launched, 
it is clearly stated how they will be funded and managed. 
In other words, what is the price, who will pay and who 
will do the work? The criHcal question is: how can we make 
the membership so attractive (or almost inevitable), that 
people will pay their dues? Today, some members pay 
irregularly (they skip the off year, for example) or they pay 
at a lower level than they are supposed to. We also need to 
restructure the scales for institutional membership and 
motivate large institutions to pay adequate amounts. We 
have developed an efficient administrative structure for 
collecting membership dues and should now focus on the 
motivation and commitment (or lack of it) among mem
bers. 

A professional interest organization 
In order to motivate the membership we should explore 

how the Association can more actively perform the func
tion of a professional interest group. The promotion and 
defense of the interests that the professional community of 
communication researchers has in terms of occupational 
security, freedom of academic thought and expression, or 
career improvement could make the Association into a 
forum that professionals in our field cannot do without. 

Public presence 
What needs to be addressed in the light of our extended 

network of international contacts, is the question of the 
relevance of our field of academic inquiry to public life. 

The question of the public presence of the field of 
communication research should be prominent on the 
lAMCR agenda. Presently communication research as aca
demic discipline lacks a policy-relevant profile and for a 
variety of reasons the discipline is not generally recog
nized by policymakers as pertinent to their decisionmaking 
processes. Communication researchers do not constitute 
an epistemic community with policy relevant knowledge. 
In connection with the major communication issues that 
are currently addressed in the world political arena, there 
is certainly a blatant absence of the community of academic 
communication researchers. Whereas more and more non 
state actors become intensely involved with world politics, 
the question about the potential and real input by commu
nication research professionals should be a challenge for 
organizations such as the lAMCR. The decision taken in 
Guaruji engages the Association in debate and analysis on 
the issue of the contribution of communication research to 
public life. 

Quality, commitment, and resources 
What the Association needs most in the years ahead is 

quality, commitment, and resources. Quality is there, but 
needs improvement; we should be able to further enhance 
the academic quality of our conference presentations. 

Commitment is a weak category and we need a lot of 
shared creativity to change this. Resources are a key prob
lem: we are rich on paper and poor in actual cash flow; 
maybe it is my Dutch background to stress the latter, but I 
am seriously convinced that a professional association 
cannot survive on grand ideas alone. • 

THE 1993 DUBLIN K k 
CONFERENCE ^ ^ 

The 1993 meeting of the International Council will be 
combined with a conference that will take place on June 25 
and 26 in the facilities of Dublin City University. The theme 
for the conference is: Europe in Turmoil: Global Perspec
tives. During the two days of the conference there will be 
plenary meetings and smaller, parallel sessions. 

About the theme 

Europe confronts turmoil on many levels. This finds its 
expression in a variety of phenomena ranging from rapidly 
shifting currency markets and associated political tensions 
to bloody civil wars. 

It also manifests itself in the long and obstacle-ridden 
search for closer West European economic and political 
unity and this, in turn, poses new issues concerning Euro
pean identity. 

Is there a common European project? Is there a Euro
pean house? The European communication landscape is in 
disarray or at least in transition. Public service broadcast
ing is disappearing, long-time telecom monopolies are 
being deregulated, and there are rapid changes from State 
censorship to TNC control in the East European region. 

Recently, the EC Superstate has launched its own broad
casting policy and initiatives for the audiovisual sector in 
an effort to foster closer unity and to increase international 
competitiveness. Such initiatives relate not always without 
difficulties to the proposals and plans emerging from the 
Council of Europe and the CSCE process. 

Europe cannot be understood in isolation. Forces of 
globalisation affect Europe and the question arises how 
Europe will cope. At the same time the developments in 
Europe will affect the rest of the world. 

About the venue 

Dublin City University is Ireland's newest university 
campus situated in the North Dublin suburb of Glasnevin, 
less than 10 minutes from Dublin Airport. Its newly built 
residential accommodation offers approximately 240 single 
bedrooms, each pair of which shares a kitchen and bath
room. 

About registration 

The registration fee of US$ 280 includes bed, breakfast 
and lunches for three days. Extra B&B accommodation is 
available at US$ 35 extra per day. Accommodation on 
campus will be on a first-come-first-serve basis; rooms in 
nearby hotels will be a little more expensive. 

Before the end of this year a registration form, call for papers, 
and more detailed conference information will be sent to all 
lAMCR members. • 
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URGENT REQUEST 
TO ALL MEMBERS 

The Administrative Office is currently working on 
a new membership directory. We therefore would like 
you to check whether the address on the envelope is 
correct. If this is not the case, please send us the correct 
address before December 15. 

The correspondents of the collective/institutional 
members are requested to send before December 15 an 
updated list of names of the members that are covered 
by the collective membership. 

To make the membership directory as useful as 
possible we would like to add telephone, fax, and telex 
numbers, and e-mail addresses. If you are not sure that 
we have the correct numbers, please let us know! 

NEWS FROM THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 

FUTURE AcnvmEs 

The next LAMCR conference is already in 1993 in Dublin 
Greland) £ind you may want to reserve the dates in your 
calendar. This Conference focuses on Europe in Turmoil 
and will take place on June 25 and 26. 

The Internationcd Council will meet on June 23 and 
during the morning of June 24. 

In the afternoon of June 24 the constitutive meeting for 
a European branch of lAMCR will take place. This event is 
the result of many discussions among European colleagues 
who have expressed an interest for a regional forum of 
exchange and debate. 

Post-conference meetings of sections and working 
groups can be scheduled for June 27. Venue of all activities 
will be Dublin City University. 

For June 1993 also a major activity is planned in connec
tion with the United Nations World Conference on Human 
Rights in Vienna, Austria. 

The 19th bi-annual Scientific Conference and General 
Assembly of the lAMCR will take place in Seoul, Korea. 
The dates will be settled by the Conference Committee 
which will hold its first meeting in January 1993. The first 
LAMCR Newsletter in 1993 will have detailed information. 

In 1995 the meeting of the International Council will be 
combined with a conference in Salzburg, Austria. 

For the 20th bi-annual Scientific Conference and Gen
eral Assembly in 19% an invitation from Sydney, Australia 
has been accepted by the General Assembly in Guaruji. 

MEMBERSHIP 

The clearest message to the meeting of the General 
Assembly in Brazil was about membership fees and the 
need for regular payment of dues. 

We hope to encourage this by making the Association 
membership more attractive. To this end we are presently 
negotiating with several publishers to get discounts on 
books and journals. So far agreements have been reached 
with Oxford University Press (a 50% discount for the 
International Journal of Public Opinion Research) and 
with Sage Publications (a 20% discount for Discourse & 
Society, European Journal of Communication, and Media, 
Culture & Society). In order to obtain the discount you 
need to be a paid-up individual member. 

From early 1993 the Administrative Office will send a 
membership card with a membership number to all paid-
up individual members. The number entitles you to the 
discount and it must be shown on each order you send to 
Oxford or Sage. In the first Newsletter of 1993 we intend to 
have more news about this. 

YOU TOO can assist us in making the lAMCR member
ship more attractive. Many of our members publish books 
and they could negotiate with their publishing houses a 
discount for lAMCR members. In exchange the publishing 
house could then advertise the publication free of charge in 
the LAMCR Newsletter. [Editor's note: See page 15 for such 
a special offer from Westview Press.] 

BROCHURES 

The Administrative Office has begun to produce new 
brochures that members can use for promotional pur
poses. If you want to assist in the much-needed member
ship drive, please let us know and we will send copies of 
the brochure. 

STATUTES AND OTHER MATERIALS 

Legal documents do not make exciting reading as many 
would agree. Yet, the Constitution of an organisahon is an 
important document. In Guarujd was clear that many 
members forget after a while where they might have 
placed their copy of the statutes. We have re-printed the 
statutes and if you miss your own copy, we'll mail you one 
if you let us know. 

The General Assembly in Guarujd approved the adop
tion of a set of STANDING ORDERS for the conduct of its 
business. All those interested are welcome to ask for a copy 
of the document. 

Also new GUIDELINES FOR HOST COUNTRIES OF 
FUTURE CONFERENCES were adopted and are available 
for those who may want to organize such events. • 
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NOUVELLES DU BUREAU 
ADMINiSTRATIF 

AcnvrrÉs FUTURES 

La prochciine conférence de I'AIERI, désormais toute 
proche, se tiendra en 1993 k Dublin (Irlande), et peut-étre 
désirez-vous déjk réserver les dates dans votre calendrier. 
Cette conférence, qui aura pour thème L'Europe en 
ebullition se déroulera les 25 et 26 juin. 

Le Conseil International se réunira Ie 23 juin et Ie matin 
du 24 juin. L'après-midi du 24 juin, ce sera le tour de 
l'Assemblée constituante de la branche européenne de 
l'AIERI. Cet evenement sera le résultat des nombreuses 
discussions entre les coUègues européens qui ont exprimé 
leur intérêt pour un forum d'échanges et de débats. 

On pourra prévoir, pour le 27 juin, après la conférence, 
des reunions de sections et de groupes de travail. Toutes 
ces rencontres se dérouleront Ma Dubhn City University. 

On a également prévu pour juin 1993 un autre evenement 
important en rapport avec la Conférence Mondiale des 
Nations Unies sur les droits de l'homme, qui se tiendra è 
Salzbourg, Autriche. 

La 19ème Conférence Scientifique biënnale et Assemblee 
générale de l'AIERI se déroulera k Seoul, en Corée. Les 
dates seront fixées par le Comité de la conférence, qui 
tiendra sa première reunion en janvier 1993. La première 
Lettre d'Irrformation de l'Aieri, en 1993, contiendra des 
renseignements détaillés. 

En 1995, la reunion du Conseil international sera 
combinée avec une conférence, qui se Hendra è Salzbourg, 
Autriche. 

L'Assemblée générale qui a eu lieu k Guarujé a accepté 
l'invitation, lancée depuis Sydney, 1'Australië, k la 20ème 
Conférence Scientifique biënnale et Assemblee générale, 
en 19%. 

AFHUATION 

Le message le plus dair liincé lors de l'Assemblée 
générale au Brésil portait sur les cotisations et sur la nécessité 
qu'elles soient payees régulièrement. 

Nous comptons encourager ceci en rendant plus 
attrayant le statut de membre de I'Association. A cet effet, 
nous sommes actuellement en cours de négodations avec 
divers éditeurs en vue d'obtenir des remises sur les prix 
des livres et des joumaux. A ce jour, des accords ont été 
condus avec Oxford University Press (remise de 50% pour 
rintemational Journal of Public Opinion Research) et Sage 
Publications (remise de 20% pour Discourse & Society, 
European Journal of Communication et Media, Culture 
and Sodety). Vous devez être un membre individuel ayant 
payé ses cotisations pour avoir droit è ces remises. 

A partir du début de 1993, le service administratif 

enverra une carte de membre, avec numero d'affiliation, è 
tous les membres individuels ayant payé leurs cotisations. 
Ce numero vous donnera droit aux remises, et vous devrez 
le mentionner sur toutes les commandes que vous enverrez 
k Oxford OU Sage. Nous fournirons plus de détails k ce 
propos dans le premier numero de 1993 de la Lettre 
d'information. 

Vous aussi, vous pourrez nous aider k rendre plus 
attrayant le statut de membre de l'AIERI. Beaucoup de nos 
membres publient des livres, et pourraient négocier avec 
leurs éditeurs des remises pour les membres de l'AIERI. En 
échange, la maison d'édition pourrait passer gratuitement 
des annonces pour la publication en question dans Ia Lettre 
d'information de l'AIERI. [See page 15.] 

BROCHURES 

Le service administratif a commence k publier de 
nouvelles brochures, que les membres pourront utiliser k 
des fins promotionnelles. Si vous désirez aider au 
recrutement de membres ce dont nous avons fort besoin 
prière de nous le faire savoir, et nous vous enverrons des 
exemplaires de la brochure. 

STATUTS ET AUTRES PUBLICATIONS 

Beaucoup d'entre nous conviendront que les docu
ments juridiques ne sont pas une lecture passionnante. Or, 
les statuts de toute organisation sont tres importants. A 
Guaruj^ il est dairement ^paru que beaucoup de membres 
avaient oublié depuis longtemps oü ils avaient fourré leur 
exemplaire des statuts. Nous les avons fait réimprimer. Si 
vous n'en avez plus, faites-le nous savoir, et nous vous en 
enverrons un exemplaire. 

L'Assemblée générale de Guarujd a approuvé 1'adoption 
d'une série d'ordres permanents pour la conduite de ses 
activités. Toutes les personnes intéressées seront les 
bienvenues si elles commandent un exemplaire de ce docu
ment. 

EUe a également adopté de nouvelles directives pour 
les pays botes des futures conferences. Celles-d sont a 
disposition des personnes qui désireraient organiser de 
telles manifestations. • 
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NOTICIAS DE LA OFICINA 
ADMINISTRATIVA 

ACnVTOADES FUTURAS 

La próxima conferencia del AIERI tendrd lugar en 1993 
en Dublin (Irlanda) y Vd. puede reservar desde ya la fecha 
en su agenda. 

Esta conferenda enfoca la Eiuopa en Efervescenda y se 
realizari el 25 y 26 de junio. El Consejo Intemacional se 
reunird el 23 de junio y durante la mafiana del 24 de junio. 
En la tarde del 24 de junio tendrd lugar la Asamblea 
constitutiva de la rama europea del AIERI. Este 
acontedniiento es el resultado de numerosas discusiones 
entre colegas europeos que han expresado su interés por 
un foro regional de intercambio y debate. 

Las reuniones post-conferenda de las secdwies y grupos 
de trabajo pueden ser planeadas para el 27 de junio. Todas 
las actividades tendrdn lugar en la Universidad de Dublin. 

Para junio de 1993 esti planeada una importante 
actividad en Salzburgo, Austria, relacionada con la 
Conferencia Mundial de las Naciones Unidas sobre 
Derechos Humanos. 

La 19. Conferenda Cientifica y Asamblea General bienal 
del AIERI tendrd lugar en Seul, Corea. Las fechas serin 
fijadas por el Comité de la Conferenda, que se reunird por 
primera vez en enero de 1993. El primer Boletm Informativo 
de lAMCR en 1993 incluird información mis detallada al 
respecto. 

En 1995 se combinari la reunion del Consejo 
Intemacional con una conferenda en Salzburgo, Austria. 

Para la 20. Conferencia Cientifica y Asamblea General 
bienal en 1996, la Asamblea General en Guaruji ha aceptado 
una invitadón desde Sidney, Australia. 

AFILIACIÓN 

El mensaje més claro a la Asamblea General en Brasil 
verso sobre la cuota de los miembros y la necesidad del 
pago regular de las cotizadones. Esperamos estimular esto 
hadendo m4s atractiva la afiliadón a la Asodadón. Con 
este fin se estd negociando actualmente con diversos 
editoriales para lograr descuentos en libros y revistas. 
Hasta ahora se han hecho acuerdos con la Oxford Univer
sity Press (un 50% de descuento para la International 
Journal of Public Opinion Research) y con Sage Publica
tions (un 20% de descuento para Discourse & Society, 
European Journal of Communication y Media, Culture & 
Sodety). Para obtener el descuento, Vd. debe ser miembro 
individuel cotizante. 

Desde prindpios de 1993, la Oficina Administrativa 
enviari una tarjeta de sodo con el numero correspondiente 
a todos los miembros individuales cotizantes. Este numero 
le autoriza al descuento y debe ser mostrado en cada 

pedido que Vd. realize a Oxford o Sage. En el primer 
Boletm de 1993 propordonaremos mis detalles al respedo. 

Vd. también puede colaborar para que la afilación a 
AIERI sea mis atractiva. Muchos de nuestros sodos 
publican libros y pueden negodar con sus casas editoras a 
fin de lograr un descuento para todos los miembros de 
AIERI. [See page 15.] 

FOLLETOS 

La Oficina Administrativa ha comenzado la elaboradón 
de nuevos folletos que los sodos pueden utilizar con fines 
de promodón. Si Vd. quiere colaborar en la muy necesaria 
consecudón de nuevos miembros, le rogamos nos lo haga 
saber y nosotros le enviaremos ejemplares del folleto. 

ESTATUTOS Y OTROS MATERIALES 

Los documentos legates no constituyen la ledura mis 
amena que existe. No obstante, los estatutos de una 
organización son un documento muy importante. En 
Guaruji quedó en claro que muchos miembros olvidan 
luego de un tiempo el lugar donde han depositado la copia 
de sus estatutos. Nosotros los hemos re-impreso, de manera 
que si Vd. ha perdido su propia copia, puede hacernoslo 
saber y nosotros le enviaremos otra. 

La Asamblea General en Guaruji ha aprobado la 
adopción de una serie de reglamentos sobre dirección 
administrativa. Se invita a todos los interesados a solicitar 
una copia de este documento. 

También se adoptaron nuevas guias para paises 
huéspedes d e futuras conferencias, las que estin a 
disposición de aquellos que deseen organizar estos 
eventos.^ 
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POLITICAL ECONOMY 
SECTION 

The section met at the June 1991 meeting of the Interna
tional Council in Istanbul where it organized one session 
on the political economic aspects of Gulf War media cover
age. The section also met at the annual conference of the 
Union for Democratic Communication in April 1992 at 
Trent University near Toronto, Canada. The meeting 
provided information on the lAMCR and on the section's 
activities planned for the Guarujd meeting. 

The section orgaruzed nine sessions and one business 
meeting at Guarujd. Two paper sessions covered the 
general theme "Rethinking Political Economy," two ad
dressed international political economy, a joint session 
with the International Communication sechon revisited 
dependency theory, and one took up the new international 
division of labour. The reminaing three sessions reached 
out into new areas of political economic research including 
ethnography, gender studies (in a joint session with the 
Media and Gender section) and cultural studies. 

In essence, the section chose to rethink political economy 
in response to challenges from both the global and the 
academic areas. Global challenges include the demise of 
communism, stagnation in capitalist economies and grow
ing immiseration and exclusion in much of the underde
veloped world. These developments make a strong politi
cal economy approach all the more essential. Academic 
challenges come from the growth of cultural studies which 
tends to marginalize the economic and policy studies 
(especially public choice theories) which tends to speak of 
power only in neoclassical econonuc terms. The section 
responded to these challenges by emphasizing first the 
strengths of its traditional concerns: institutional, histori
cal and moral philosophical analysis. In addition to this it 
took up new developments including a renewed concep
tion of dependency and globalization, the importance of 
social agency (the session on ethnography), gender (the 
joint session on media and gender), and culture (the 
roundtable on cultural studies). 

The section business meeting elected Manjunath 
Pendakur (Northwestern University, USA) as section 
Vice-President. It also decided to organize one session for 
the 1993 meeting in Dublin. The theme of this session is 
likely to be Transnational Media and European Transfor
mation. We also discussed potential panel themes for the 
1994 Congress in Seoul. Possible sessions include: global 
hegemony and cultural diversity, Japan and the Asian 
political economy, trade unionism in Asia, the media and 
social protest in Korea, the changing nature of democracy, 
and another joint session with Media and Gender. 

—Vincent Mosco, Ottawa, Canada 

LOCAL RADIO 
AND TELEVISION SECTION 

During the 18th General Assembly in Guaruj^ Brazil, a 
new section on Local Radio and Television was estab
lished. The section has its background in the working 
group on community radio and television, which was 
formed at the 1982 cortference in Paris. The group has met 
continuously at all conferences since then and has devel
oped a widespread network of researchers from all parts of 
the world interested in community and local radio and 
television, and to some extent also so-called new technolo
gies such as interactive cable services. 

A recent offspring of this work is the book The People's 
Voice: Local Radio and Telexnsion in Europe, edited by Nick 
Jankowski, et al. Qohn Libbey & Company, London, 1992). 

The announcement of the new section was met with 
great enthusiasm at the well-attended sessions in Guarujd, 
and at a brief section business meeting elections of a 
president and vice-president took place, as well as discus
sions of the future work of the section. 

The shift from 'community' to 'local' reflects the devel
opment of the local radio and television scene in many 
parts of the world, where a convergence between 'commu
nity' and 'local' radio and television to a still larger extent 
has been experienced, thus making the distinction be
tween the two out of line with reality. 

The section will be focussing on the development of 
locally-based radio and television, be it community or 
locally oriented, profit or non-profit based, professional 
and/or participatory. 

During the discussions in Guarujd it was decided that 
top items on the working agenda will be to establish better 
contacts with Central and Eastern European researchers 
and with organizations and associations of local radio and 
television stations, video groups, etc. On the research 
agenda, work on theoretical and methodological consider
ations and operationalization will be emphasized, not 
forgetting the important continued work on describing 
and analyzing the patterns of development of local radio 
and television throughout the world. 

During the business meeting Ole Prehn (Aalborg Uni
versity, Denmark) was elected president of the new sec
tion, and Nick Jankowski (University of Nijmegen, The 
Netherlands) as vice-president. 

Proposals for themes to be taken up by the Local Radio 
and Television section at the Dublin meeting in June 1993 
are hereby called for. 

The chair of the section will soon start working on plans 
for the sessions at the next lAMCR conference in Seoul. All 
members of the lAMCR who are interested and who might 
have suggestions should contact the section office. We will 
then include you on our mailing list and consider your 
ideas. 

—Ole Prehn, Aalborg, Denmark 
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HISTORY SECTION 
The History section sponsored four sessions in the 

recent meeting in Brazil: the history of the press and 
journalistic values; the history of broadcasting and the 
cinema; historiography in communications; and historical 
research in Latin America. 

The sessions were moderately attended, but given the 
inactivity of this section in the past, conference convenors 
saw this as a good beginning to revitalizing communica
tions history as part of the association's overall mission. 

At the business meeting we selected two themes for the 
next meeting in Korea: Propaganda in the Twentieth Cen
tury, and Rewriting Histories of Commurucation. The first 
is self-explanatory. The second topic focuses on history as 
argument. We seek, especially, comparative national his
tories to demonstrate the rethoric of history. 

We also plan to convene a round table entitled Ideology 
and History: Revising Habermas. We would like to solicit 
speakers for this session. Send nominations to Mary S. 
Mander; 127 Carnegie; Pennsylvania State University; 
University Park, PA 16802; USA. Be sure to include the 
nominee's address. 

All of the participants in Brazil had completed papers 
with them to distribute. We think this is because we set 
forth a schedule of submission, etc. and followed through 
on it. Consequently we will follow the same procedure for 
the meeting in Korea. Abstracts will be due July 1,1993. A 
committee will read them and respond to submitters by 
January 1, 1994. The completed paper will be due the 
following June. Abstracts should be sent to Mander at the 
address given above. 

We have sent out requests for bibliographical material 
for our membership booklet. Some of you may have al
ready received them. We are preparing the 1992 edition 
and would like to get it out by the end of the calendar year. 

Finally, we will be sending announcements of the top
ics for the next meeting to appropriate journals and asso
ciations. If you are aware of history associations in your 
country, please help us out by sending us the addresses, so 
we can publicize the section as much as possible. 

—Mary Mander, University Park, PA, USA 
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GENDER AND 
COMMUNICATION SECTION 
This was for the sixth lAMCR International Conference 

with sessions addressing gender and communication, but 
for the first time it was under the auspices of a section: the 
Gender and Communication Section. In preparing these 
sessions we used not only the LAMCR Newsletter but also 
the Newsletter Gender and Mass Media when asking for 
papers. This latter Newsletter is a co-prqect of the Depart
ment of Journalism, Media and Conununication, Stockholm 
University and the Audience & Programme Research De
partment, Swedish Broadcasting Corporation and the 
mailing-list includes more than 500 names. 

Proposed paper abstracts were reviewed by UUa B. 
Abrahamsson, Swedish Broadcasting Corporation, and 
Madeleine Kleberg, head of the Gender and Communica
tion Section and by panel organizers. Due to financial 
support from Swedish International Development Au
thority participation from a Third World country was 
made possible. 

During the conference the Gender Section had four 
sessions, one of which was a joint session with the Political 
Economy Section. In all 15 papers were presented, fol-



lAMCR/AIERI October 1992 Page 9 

lowed by lively discussions. The papers analysed gender 
and communication from different theoretical positions, 
contrasting cultural and political contexts and diverse 
media situations and with ample empirical findings. 

The aim of the very sketchy descriptions of the papers 
below is to highlight the diversity and merits of the papers. 
(The official list of the papers includes different titles.) 

Some papers dealt with the construction of women in 
mass media. How media constructed a public identity of 
women's movement three decades ago was analysed (van 
Zoonen, The Netherlands). Another paper discussed how, 
in time of crisis, the media use women to restore order, and 
whatever women do is considered traditional (Valdivia, 
USA). One paper analysed the language surrounding and 
imbedded in Super Bowl XXV from a cultural studies 
perspective (Fuller, USA). 

Some papers combined the study of media content and 
study of women as receivers, such as a textual analysis of 
gender representation in a television serial combined with 
a discourse analysis of different reading positions taken by 
viewers (Ruoho, Finland). 

Another paper discussed the interdependence of 
women's participation in the production of programs, 
media content on one hand, and women's reception of 
programs on the other (Werner, Norway). 

The role of different characteristics of soap operas audi
ences and how the status of soap operas has changed in 
Latin America was the subject of another paper. (Bustos-
Romero, Mexico). Another paper examined the Swedish 
filmmaker Ingmar Bergman's ambivalent position as both 
a product of traditional bourgeois values and as a revolteur 
using his art as a counterpoint voice. The fact that this voice 
often is female, was discussed in the light of his positioning 
of gender within a patriarchal context (Steene, Sweden). 
The roles of women in Malaysian media were described 
along with the moves of different women's organizations 
and goverment bodies in order to change the situation 
(Kaur, Malasia). 

In the joint session with Political Economy a paper was 
presented analysing how a new stereotype, the new woman, 
used in advertising and social marketing leaves out a large 
proportion of realities of womens' lives (Rao, India). An
other paper discussed how the politics of knowledge is 
gendered and how this can explain certain discrimination 
of women filmmakers (Martin, Canada). A conceptual 
framework, global eco-communication, was developed in 
a paper with the aim of bringing the concerns and the 
issues of non-mainstream groups into balance with domi
nant issues and concerns (Rush, USA). 

A panel on Gender, Public Space and the Medium was 
convened by Susan Drucker and Gary Gumpert, USA. 
Four papers were presented. One dealt with the contrast
ing cultures, public spaces and media structures in Greece 
and in the US and the possible implications upon gender 
(Gumpert & Drucker, USA). Another paper examined two 
recent examples on how radio may be made a part of an 
organizing network of women for peace and liberation 
(Luther, USA). The strategies of the Lifetime cable channel 
in order to meet the estimated needs of U.S women was 

explored in one paper (Banks, USA). Another paper dealt 
with the implications of the absence of public monuments 
about women and also described a prefect on the construc
tion of a memorial in honour of women who have served 
in the armed forces (Alexander & Ready, USA). 

The business meeting of the Gender Section unani
mously appointed Liesbet van Zoonen to be vice president. 
The meeting also discussed a book project, possibly to 
compile different kinds of guidelines from different parts 
of the world regarding the portrayal of women in the 
media and relate this overview to a media policy theme. 
Send views on this subject to Madeleine Kleberg, Dept. of 
Journalism, Media and Communication, Stockholm Uni
versity, P.O. Box 12850, S-11297 Stockholm, Sweden, Fax 
46/8-6187979, or Liesbet van Zoonen, Dept. of Mass Com
munication, University of Amsterdam, Oude Hoogstraat 
24, 1012 CE Amsterdam, The Netherlands, Fax 31/ 
20-5252179. 

During the lAMCR conference in Dublin, June 1993, the 
Gender Section will invite preferably two key-note speak
ers addressing questions on women and mass media in the 
new European situation. For the Korea Conference, 1994, 
we would very much appreciate suggestions for panel 
themes. There will certainly be one on Current Research 
and we would also like to arrange one on masculinity and 
communication. Please contact either me or Liesbet van 
Zoonen with ideas concerning these matters or proposals 
for papers. We have also discussed the possibility of a joint 
session with the Political Economy or other sections. 

—Madeleine Kleberg, Stockholm, Sweden 
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SECTION FOR 
DOCUMENTATION AND 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS 

Short historical background 
In recent years, the ex-section erf Bibliography has sought 

to adopt a more modern perspective than traditionally 
associated with documentation studies. At the Bled meet
ing in 1990, this wish inspired members to elect a commit
tee (Ulla Carlsson, Guy Pélachaud and Robin Cheesman) 
to propose a new profile, and perhaps also a new section 
name. Following exchanges by mail, consultations were 
made with members present in Guanija. It was agreed that 
we should propose that the section henceforth should 
study the impact of new technologies on processing and 
diffusion of information; and, develop the exchange of 
informaticm concerning communication research. 

Aims 
The study of new issues concerning access to and the 

circulation of information, and concerning the representa
tion of knowledge with respect to both the media and the 
social sciences. Given these priorities, the work of the 
section might form part of the general framework of the 
sociology of communication research an aspect which has 
not hitherto been institutionally recognized in the lAMCR 
structure. It is with this set of priorities that we would 
study the following: 

Data bases, data banks 
Along with the rapid development of commercial and 

public sector data bases, new on-line information services 
have appeared. Initially these were conceived of as a 
preliminary step to publication; now these are often tdter-
natives in their own right, to the print form, which indeed 
somehmes is not produced. The development of data bases 
in sectors of media for non-specialist use, has opened up 
the prospect of new research into the organization and 
presentation of data, and into user attitudes «md practice. 

Representation of knowledge 
The exponential growth of information creates prob

lems of information overload. Thus it becomes increas
ingly important to categorize information in order to be 
able to select items in an effective way. In bibliographical 
work this is done through abstracts, the systematic use of 
keywords, etc. These methods are profoundly changed 
with the appearance of new tools (automatic indexation, 
full text retrieval, hypertext, etc). 

Bibliographical work and bibliometrical research 
The dominant bibliographical activity of the section in 

the past can continue on a voluntary basis, e.g. with the 
production of bibliographies related to themes of future 
conferences. However, this should not be regarded as an 
obligatory service provided by the section to the members 
of the association. 

During conferences, the traditional bibliographies of 
published literature could continue to be presented at a 
special session. It is not necessary with large presentations 
of empirical data, but it remains important with interre
gional exchanges of these data through synthetical papers. 

Organizational forms in documentation work 
The development of documentation centres around the 

world is extremely varied, from the relatively well staffed 
and well equipped centres in few places mainly in the 
North to many small and poor centres that have to fight for 
survival, often in the South. Whenever possible, the section 
should organize exchanges of experiences, materials and 
contacts, when this function is not covered by the activities 
ofCOMNET. 

COMNET 
The section should continue its efforts to maintain and 

develop its relations with the international network 
COMNET, in spheres of mutual interest. When possible, 
the section will host COMNET meetings during the lAMCR 
conferences. 

Desktop publishing 
Often references and digitized data are available (some

times exclusively so) by electronic means. Documents that 
were previously available in print bulletins, periodicals, 
monographs are available on-line. All that is needed are 
the necessary technical installations; access to such publi
cations is relatively easy. Nonetheless the digital nature of 
such services suggest new avenues for research, relevant to 
lAMCR. These might include the impact of sophisticated 
indexing techniques, content manipulation, finding one's 
way among data bases, utilization of expert systems, de
velopment of hyper media, etc. 

Information networks and data transfer 
Increasingly, documents and messages are exchanged 

by electronic means (facsimile transmission, electronic 
data exchange, etc.). Such developments give rise to new 
forms of media that do not appear in mainstream commu
nication research; yet in fact they have close ties with 
sectors directly related to modern documentation, to bib
liographical work and to the circulation of documents. 
These changes modify the work of documentation schol
ars, and that of mediators and intermediaries in areas 
ranging from journalism to the conservation and classifica
tion of archives, to information and library science. 

The section resolved to share responsibility for the 
distribution of the electronic newsletter lAMCR-Net. This 
task will be supervised by Tom Jacobson (USA), who will 
also compile and introductory bibliography on network
ing, assisted by Carlos Alvarez (Argentina). It was also 
decided to explore the distribution by fax, in order to reach 
members who do not yet have access to electronic mail. 

We invite all concerned with the changes that influence 
the work of communication scholars, and communicators 
in the fields of journalism, archives, libraries and docu
mentation, to send us their suggestions. 

—^Robin Cheesman, past section president 

—^Yvonne Mignot Lefebvre, section president 
CEDOC, Université de Paris 1, c/ o 30 rue du Pressoir, 
75020 Paris, France; 
Tel: 33.1.46 36 03 22 or 48 07 27 87; 
Fax: 33.1.40 21 09 40. 

—Guy Pélachaud, section vice-president 
64 rue Compans, 75019 Paris, France; 
Tel: 33.1.42 01 72 41; Fax: 33.1.42 4112 97. 
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SECCION SISTEMAS DE 
DOCUMENTACION Y DE 

INFORMACION 
Breve resena historica de gestión 

Desde hace ya algunos aflos la tendencia general del 
trabajo de la secaón se onentaba a cambiar de perspechva 
con el fin de pasar de un enfoque documen-tano tradiaonal 
a una problemdhca in4s abierta. En las reuruones de Bied 
en 1990, ese deseo de cambio inspiró a los miembros la 
creación de un comité (UUa Carlsson, Guy Pélachaud y 
Robm Cheesman) encargado de examinar un nuevo perfil 
y también, eventualmente, un nuevo titulo para la secaón 
Nos-otros intercambiamos nuestras opiniones por carta y 
después de consultar a los miembros presentes en Guaruja, 
nos pusimos de acuerdo para proponer que el trabajo de la 
secaón, en el futuro, consistiera por un lado en el impacto 
de las nuevas tecnologias sobre la colecta, el tratamiento y 
la difusión de la información y por otro lado, el desarrollo 
de los intercambios de in-£ormaaón sobre el estado de la 
investigación en comunicación. 

Objetivos 
Se tratari de estudiar los problemas nuevos de acceso a 

la informaaón, de su circulaaón y de la representaaón de 
los conocimientos tanlo en el campo de los medios de 
comunicaaón como en el de las ciencias soaales. Como 
consecuenaa de estas tendenaas, el trabajo de la sección 
podr^ mtegrarse en el marco més general de la invesbgaaón 
sobre la sociologi'a de las comunicaciones, aspecto del 
problema que hasta ahora no encontró un lugar en las 
estructuras de la AIERI. Concretamente proponemos 
abordar dentro de esta optica los contenidos siguientes: 

Bases, bancos de datos 
Con el rópido desarrollo de los bancos de datos 

comerciales y püblicos parcialmente accesibles a todos, 
apareaeron nuevos mstrumentos de información Crea-
dos inicialmente como etapas intermedias antes de la 
impresión, actualmente son cada vez mis considerados 
como alternatives a las formas impresas que frecuente-
mente dqan de ser produadas como tales. El desarrollo de 
las bases de datos haaa medios de comunicaaón utdizados 
comünmente por no profesionales, ha abierto numerosos 
campos para nuevas investigaciones vinculadas a la 
organizaaón y a la presentación de los datos asi' como a la 
conducta del usuario. 

La representación de los conocimientos 
El crecimiento exponencial de ia información crea 

problemas bien conocidos de "sobrecarga de informa
aón". Por tanto se ha hecho cada vez mis importante crear 
mstrumentos de tratamiento de la informaaón de modo de 
selecaonar los diferentes items de manera mis efechva. En 
el trabajo bibliogrifico, esto se hace mediante los resümenes, 
la utilización sistemihca de descnptores, etc. Métodos que 
son profundamente transformados por los nuevos mstru
mentos (indexaaón automitica, büsqueda en texto inte
gral, hipertexto, etc.) 

Trabajo bibliografico e investigación bibliométrica 
La actividad dominante de ia sección en el pasado, la 

bibhografia, debe continuar sobre una base voluntana, es 
dear, mediante la producción de bibliografias relativas a 

los temas de las próximas conferencias. Sin embargo esto 
no deberi'a ser con-siderado como un serviao obligatono 
proporcionado por la sección a los miembros de la 
asociación. 

Durante las conferenaas, las bibliografias regionales 
tradicionales de la literatura publicada en el campo de la 
comunicación de masa, podrian ser presentadas durante 
una sesión espeaalizada. En efecto, si no es necesano, sm 
duda, reahzar largas presentaciones de datos empiricos, 
por el contrario es importante favorecer los intercambios 
interregionales de esos datos mediante notas de sintesis. 

Nonnas de organizaaón del trabajo documentario 
Los niveles de desarrollo de los centros de docu-

mentación en el mundo son extremadamente diversos, 
desde centros bien dotados en personal y bien equipados, 
concentrados sobre todo en algunos lugares, en el Norte, 
hasta numerosos pequeflos centros muy pobres que luchan 
por sobrevivir, con mayor frecuenaa en el Sur. Cada vez 
que ello sea posible, la sección procurar i organizar 
intercambio de experienaas, de matenales y de contactos, 
en el caso de que esta función no sea asumida por las 
actividades de COMNET. 

COMNET 
La secaón debera proseguir sus esfuerzos por mantener 

y desarrollar relaaones con la red intemaaonal COMNET, 
sobre esferas de interés mutuo. Esas esferas no estin aün 
definidas claramente y dependerin de las decisiones que 
deben ser tomadas en el encuentro de los directores de 
COMNET en el mes de diaembre proximo. 

Edidón electrónica (PAO) 
Desde hace poco tiempo, las referencias y los datos 

numéricos son comünmente y a veces exclusivamente 
disponibles por via electrónica, pero otros documentos 
antenormente impresos y pubhcados, como los boletines, 
los penódicos y las monografias, adoptan el mismo sistema. 
Basta con asegurarse - el acceso a tales pubhcaaones es fial 
- que se dispone del equipamiento necesano Sin embargo, 
la forma digital de estas pub-licaciones conduce a nuevas 
potencialidades que pueden constituir campos de 
investigación para la AIERI (impacto de las técnicas de 
mdexación sofisticadas, mampulación de los contenidos, 
navegaaón en multiples bancos de datos, uhhzaaón de los 
sistemas-expertos, desarrollo de los "hiper medios", etc.) 

Redes de información y sistemas de mensajeria 
Los documentos y los mensajes son cada vez mi s 

intercambiados por medios electrónicos (mensajeria 
electrónica, transferencia de imigenes, Intercambio de 
Datos Informatizados, fax). Este sector de actividad ha 
produado un nuevo tipo de medios de comumcaaón aün 
bastante poco cubierto por la investigaaón dominante en 
comunicación, aunque sea comün con otros sectores 
vinculados directamente a la documentación moderna, al 
trabajo bibliogrifico y a la arculaaón de documentos, etc). 

Invitamos a todas y todos directamente preocu-pados 
por estas mutaciones que modifican el trabajo de los 
mveshgadores en comunicación y de los comunicadores 
en el campo del penodismo asi como en el de los archivos, 
de las bibbotecas, y de la documentaaón, a hacer llegar sus 
observaciones y propuestas a los firmantes de esta nota. 

—Robin Cheesman, Presidente saliente de la sección 
—Yvonne Mienot-Lefèbvre Presidente 
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LAW SECTION 
Since the 17th lAMCR General Assembly the Law 

Section concentrated its efforts on the development of 
media law in Europe and in particular on the changes in 
broadcasting legislation in Eastern Europe and the repub
lics of the former Soviet Union. The Law Section organized 
two seminars on this topic. 

The first seminar on Media Law in Europe took place 
within UNESCO's Participation Programme in June 1991 
in Leipzig (Germany) with 25 participants from 12 coun
tries. It compared the new developments in the Eastern 
part of Europe with the already existing legislation in the 
western part of the continent. 

The second seminar on Information and the CSCE: 
Mass Media in the 1990s took place in April 1992 in Tampere 
(Finland) close to the 4th Follow Up meeting of CSCE with 
35 participants from 11 countries. It discussed the future 
role of the CSCE, the Council of Europe and the EC in the 
media field and recommended that the lAMCR Law Sec
tion should strengthen its cooperation with the new CSCE 
Office on Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
(ODIHR) in Warsaw. 

In January 1992 a research project on Broadcasting 
Laws in Eastern Europe and the Republics of the former 
Soviet Union (BLER), sponsored by the Bertelsmann AG, 
was launched. A BLER-study group, consisting of lAMCR 
members from Eastern Europe and the republics of the 
former Soviet Union, was established to prepare a report 
on the issue for the lAMCR conference in 1994. 

The Law Section participated with a paper of its presi
dent on legal aspects of journalistic reporting from the Gulf 
War in the lAMCR Gulf War conference in Istanbul (Tur
key), June 1991. 

Members of the lAMCR Law Section participated in 
several UN, UNESCO, ITU and CSCE conferences. During 
the World Congress of the Internationa] Political Science 
Association (IPSA) in Buenos Aires (Argentine), August 
1991, an agreement with the IPSA Political Communica
tion Committee was reached to organize a joint session on 
Political Change and Media Systems at the 1992 lAMCR 
conference in Guarujé. 

In Guarujd the Law Section convened four sessions and 
one business session. Sessions I, II and III were chaired by 
Wolfgang Kleinwachter (Germany), session IV was chaired 
by Philippe Maarek (France). 

Session I discussed Broadcasting Regulation in Eastern 
Europe and the Republics of the Former Soviet Union. 
Papers were presented by Yassen Zassoursky (Russia), 
Karol Jakubowicz (Poland) and Slavko Splichal (Slovenia) 
who gave overviews about relevant developments in their 
countries, and by George Gerbner (USA), who compared 
these developments with experiences from the United 
States. Key issues of the debate were the establishment of 
media councils and frequency allocation procedures in the 
new democracies. Participants in the session agreed, that 
in a transition period it is much easier to change persons 
and programmes in broadcasting corporations than struc

tures and mechanisms in broadcasting policy. Old prob
lems like governmental interference and self-censorship 
are often the same in a new political and economic environ
ment. 

After the velvet revolutions the danger arises quite 
often, that the change does not stop in the middle of the 
road but moves from one extreme to another extreme. 

Session D, Trade in Services and Multilateral Commu
nication Regulations, was introduced by two papers from 
Hans Kleinsteuber (Germany) and Eileen Mahoney (USA), 
presenting the European and the US position in the current 
Trade on Services Negotiations within the GATT. Partici
pants of the sessions expressed their view, that the interests 
of developing countries are widely ignored in these nego
tiations. 

In session ID, Comparative Analysis of Legal Problems 
in Communication, three papers from Rohan Samarajiva 
(Sri Lanka/USA), Ven Hwei-Lo/Leo L. Chu (Taiwan) and 
Antoni Noguero i Grau (Spain) on different national cases 
were presented. 

Session IV was a joint session with the IPSA Political 
Communication Conunittee. Papers by Maurice Robin 
(France), Eileen Mahoney (USA) and Ron Weissbord (Ar
gentine) on political change and media systems were pre
sented. 

The business meeting discussed the work plan for the 
period 1993/1994. It decided to concentrate the future 
work on three items and to establish for each item a special 
Law Section Study Group: 1. Right to Communicate: The 
Human Rights on Information and Communication (RTC 
Study Group); chair: David Goldberg (Scotland). 2. Trade 
in Services and Multilateral Communication Regulation 
(ITU/GATT Study Group); chair: Eileen Mahoney (USA). 
3. Broadcasting Laws in Eastern Europe and the Republics 
of the former Soviet Union (BLER Study Group); chair 
Wolfgang Kleinchter (Germany). All three Study Groups 
will convene one session at the lAMCR conference in Seoul 
(Korea), summer 1994. A fourth session at that conference 
will be organized jointly with the Communication Tech
nology Section by Rohan Samarajiva on Telecommunica
tion Restructuring: Law and Policy. 

In March 1993 the BLER Study Group will organize a 
seminar on broadcasting legislation in Eastern Europe in 
Warsaw (Poland). In June 1993 the RTC Study Group will 
organize a seminar on The Human Rights on Information 
and Communication with the International Communica
tion Section in Salzburg (Austria). 

During the lAMCR meeting in Dublin in June 1993 the 
Law Section will convene a Round Table on Media Law in 
Europe: A Common European Information Space or a new 
East-West Gap? 

The meeting recommended that the cooperation with 
the IPSA Political Communication Committee should be 
further developed by the lAMCR Political Commuruca-
tion Section. The meeting elected David Goldberg (Scot
land) as its Vice-President. 

—Wolfgang Kleinwachter, Tampere/Leipzig 
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WORKING GROUPS 

Working Group: 
Multimedia Formation 

Subjects: 
1. The work of the communicator on Multimedia and the 
contemporary education-formation of teachers (formal, 
informal, special and continuous education). 
2. The formation of the professional on Multimedia (plan
ning, creation, production, distribution, evaluation). 
3. The continuous formation of the communication profes
sional on Multimedia (diagnosis, evaluation) in the con
temporary society. 
4. The economics and politics of Multimedia (diagnosis of 
situation, development project, evaluation) in the contem
porary society. 
5. International network for the Multimedia formation. 

Tópicos: 
1. El trabajo del comunicador en multimedios y la educadon 
contempordnea-formación de profesores (educación for
mal, informal, espedal y permanente). 
2. Formadón del profesional en multimedios (planificadón, 
Creadon, producdón, distribución, evaluación). 
3. Formadón continua del profesional de comunicadón en 
multimedios (diagnóstico, evaluación) en la sociedad 
contempor^ea. 
4. Economia y Politica de los multimedios (diagnóstico de 
situadon, proyecto de desarrollo, evaluadón) en la sodedad 
contempordnea. 
5. Red intemacional para la Formación en Multimedios. 

—Nelly de Camargo (Convenor) 
Depto. Multimedios - Instituto de Artes - UNICAMP 
S3o Paulo - Brasil 

Working Group on Participatory 
Communication Research 

The Working Group on Partidpatory Communication 
Research conducted a series of meetings at this year's 
conference in Guarujd. Over two dozen individuals from 
more than ten countries partidpated in two paper sessions 
and a follow up planning session. The paper sessions were 
devoted to theoretical definition of partidpatory processes, 
primarily in the context of sodal and economic "develop
ment", as well as to practical matters related to promoting 
participation within the contexts of various social and 
institutional contraints. 

These meetings followed a working group session on 
partidpatory communication research at the lAMCR con
ference in Bled, Yugoslavia, in 1990. The Bled session 
resulted in the launch of a Partidpatory Communication 
Research Network. Discussions in Guaruji have resulted 
in the planned launch of a Partidpatory Communication 
Research Newsletter, and in some publishing projects. 
Sessions on partidpation will hopefully be held at future 
conferences of the lAMCR as well as other associations. 

Individuals interested in learning more about the Par
tidpatory Communication Research Network, or in being 
put on the newsletter mailing list, may contact Jan Servaes, 
Catholic University of Nijmegen, Institute for Mass Com
munication, PO Box 9108; 6500 HK Nijmegen, The Nether
lands; or Tom Jacobson, Department of Communication, 
338 MFAC — Ellicott, SUNY at Buffalo, Buffalo NY 14261, 
USA.A 

Working Groups on Comic Art 
& Visual Communication 

As part of the tenth anniversary of the working groups 
on comic art and visual communication, three sessions will 
be scheduled for the Seoul meeting in 1994. One meeting 
will be on conruc art around the world, including all genres 
of gag cartoons, political cartoons, comic books, animation, 
and humorous illustration. A second session will deal with 
Korean comic art (It is hoped that this session would be co-
chaired by a Korean comunications scholar and be com
posed of political, humor and animation cartoonists.) The 
third session will be a relaunching of the visual communi
cation working group dealing with posters, folk art, televi
sion visuals, film, visual anthropology, computer graphics 
and other graphic arts. 

Please send inquiries about any of these sessions to 
Dr.John A. Lent, 669 Feme Blvd., Drexel Hill, PA 19026 
USA. It is not too early to plan now for the 1994 meeting. 
Indicate the session you wish to join and a tentative title for 
your presentation. Formal porposals/abstrads of not more 
than 250 words will be due Aug. 31,1992. (Send to address 
above.) • 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

New Editor Announced for 
Critical Studies in 

l\/1ass Communicotion 
Clifford Christians, Research Professor of Communica

tions at the University of Illinois, has been selected as the 
new editor for Critical Studies in Mass Communication. Pro
fessor Sari Thomas of Temple University is completing her 
three-year term with the December 1992 issue. Joining 
Christians as an editorial team are Professor Linda Steiner 
of Rutgers University and Professor Oscar H. Gandy, Jr. of 
the University of Pennsylvania. Steiner will serve as the 
Review and Criticism Editor. Gandy is initiating a new 
Worth Reading section, will edit occasional colloquia sec
tions, and will have primary responsibility for the material 
on institutional studies. Several members of the editorial 
board are active in lAMCR activities. 

From the beginning. Critical Studies has insisted on a 
rigorous review process. As before, three blind reviews of 
all manuscripts will be solicited by the Editor. Any lAMCR 
members willing to serve in reviewing manuscripts are 
invited to correspond with the Editor. By including a 
resume, the Editor can assess more accurately which manu
scripts to send. 

Critical approaches to communications are burgeon
ing, and CSMC seeks to shape and lead this important 
perspective on the field. For the journal, critical encom
passes political-economic institutional studies, critical theo
ries rooted in literature and semiotics, socio-philosophical 
perspectives, and media criticism. In its broadest meaning, 
each essay must make a critical assessment, defend a 
thesis. A wide range of theoretical and methodological 
orientations are welcome, standard or innovative. How
ever, pure data studies are inappropriate; the relevant 
issues as to form and ideological content ought to be 
critically assessed. The epistemological and ideological 
questions raised in studying a phenomenon should be 
addressed. 

Manuscripts of any length are welcome. They should be 
prepared in accordance with The Publication Manual of the 
American Psychological Association (Third edition). For ad
ditional details, see the latest issue of CSMC. Send four 
copies to Clifford Christians, CSMC Editor, University of 
Illinois, 222B Armory Building, 505 E. Armory Avenue, 
Champaign, Illinois 61820. U.S.A. • 

Journal of Business Research 
Coil for Papers 

The Journal of Business Research is inviting papers to 
be considered for publication in a special issue entitled 
Interpersonal Buyer Belwvior in Marketing from Purchase Pals 
to Product Champions. Linda Price, University of Colorado, 
and Cathy Hartman, Utah State University, will serve as 
coeditors for the issue. Interested authors are encouraged 
to contact either of the coeditors at the phone numbers 
listed below for details. 

Completed papers are due by December 31,1992. Areas 
for consideration include (but are not restricted to) the 
following: 

* roles performed by interpersonal sources (e.g., 
purchase pals, opinion leaders, market mavens, surrogate 
consumers, product champions) 

* interpersonal influence in specific contexts (e.g., 
internal diffusion of high technology, hedonic consump
tion, services, international, channels) 

* nature of interpersonal influence (e.g., initiators; 
flows, normative and informational; antecedents of influ
ence; nonverbal influence; other models for understanding 
influence such as narrative, agency, self-efficacy; 
intergenerational influence; cultural variables and cross-
cultural comparisons) 

* relationship of interpersonal influence to other 
market phenomena and environmental factors (e.g., how 
has new communication technology altered flows of inter
personal influence in organizations; what is the relation
ship between channel effectiveness and interpersonal in
fluence; how do interpersonal influence and media inter
act in post structuralist terms; what is the role of interper
sonal influence on discontinuing a product; can public 
policy manage interpersonal influence; what is the rela
tionship between sales strategy and interpersonal influ
ence?) 

* methodologies for understanding interpersonal 
influence (e.g., case studies; participant observation; auto 
driving with photos; in-depth interviews; as well as elabo
ration, combinations, and refinements of more commonly 
used techniques). 

Both theoretical and empirical papers are welcome. An 
interdisciplinary treatment of research topics is invited. 
Complete manuscripts, ranging from twenty to twenty-
five double-spaced typed pages (including tables and ref
erences), can be sent to either coeditor at the addresses 
listed below. Authors should consult recent JBR issues for 
style guidelines. 

Linda L. Price 
Campus Box 419 
College of Business and 
Administration 
University of Colorado 
Boulder, Colorado 80309-0419 
Phone (303) 492-7052 
Fax (303) 492-5%2 

Cathy L. Hartman 
Business 812 
Dept. of Business 
Administration 
Utah State University 
Logan, Utah 84322-3510 
Phone (801) 7504062 
Fax (801) 750-2634 
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JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 
Vidéazimut, an international not-for profit coalition of 

organizations working in independent and alternative 
video and television for the democratisation of communi
cations, has an opening for the position of Secretary Gen
eral. 

Responsibilities: overall coordination and administra
tion, management, etc. 

Requirements: Knowledge of the field of development 
communications. Bilingualism (English/French or En
glish/Spanish). Experience at top management level of 
alternative and independent communications organiza
tions. Experience in representation and fundraising at an 
international level. Work experience in the South and 
North. Superior writing skills and independent work hab
its. Availability to travel internationally. 

Conditions of employment: minimum 2-year contract 
for full time work based in Montreal, Canada starting 1 
Feb. 1992. 

Salary: $45,000 Can. per annum and settling-in allow
ance of $3,000 Can. 

Interested candidates should forward their c.v. along 
with the names of 3 professional references and a 5-page 
text which answer the two following questions: 

1. What are the most important lessons that you have 
learned from your work in alternative communications? 

2. How, in your opinion, can an alternative network like 
Vidéazimut respond to the strategic challenges of the 
democratisation of communications. 

Send to: Vidéazimuat, 3680 Jeanne Mance #430, 
Montreal, QC, Canada H2X 2K5 or by FAX to 514-982-6122. 

Closing date for applications: 30 November 1992. • 
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New Books 
by lAMCR Members 

Triumph of the Image: The Media's War in the 
Persian Gulf—A Global Perspective 

Edited by Hamid Mowlana, George Gerbner and Herbert 
1. Schiller. Westview Press, Boulder, Colorado, 1992). 269 
pages. 

Ti ^ triumph of image over reality and reason is the 
ther of this book, which contains studies assembled from 
many countries throughout Europe, Asia, and the Middle 
East. 

Together they suggest that it was not the war in the 
Persian Gulf that we witnessed but rather imagery orches
trated to convey a sense of triumph and thus to achieve 
results that reality and reason could never have obtained. 
The book offers contributions from thirty-four authors in 
eighteen countries, including short samplings from the 
media of several regions. The authors explore the social, 
economic, and political context of media coverage in their 
countries, the domination of one image in most of them, 
and the struggle for alternative perspectives. 

"Special offer** 
lAMCR members will receive a 25% discount off the 

original list price of US$ 19.95 (paperback) for Triumpf of 
the Image. Contact Westview Press, Customer Service 
Dept., 5500 Central Ave., Boulder, Colorado, 80301-2847, 
USA. Tel (303) 444-3541. Fax; (303) 449-3356, or call toll free 
1-800-456-1995. All orders must make rreference to this 
issue of the lAMCR newsletter.A postage and handling 
charge of US$2.50 will be charged to your bill. 

Mass Communication: An American Empire 
By Herbert I. Schiller, 2nd edition, updated. Westview 
Press, Boulder, Colorado, 1992. 212 pages. 

Originally published in 1%9, this book laid out the 
dimensions of American global domination, emphasizing 
the role of media-cultural power. It examined how U.S. 
informational facilities and products were deployed world
wide to support the American empire that came into 
existence after World War II. A quarter of a century later, 
although the world has undergone enormous change, U.S. 
media-cultural power —a controller of domestic informa
tion and a preserver of transnational corporate order— 
remains unchallenged. 

The People's Voice: Local Radio and 
Television in Europe 

Edited by Nick Jankowski, et. al., John Libbey & Company, 
1992. 

Illuminating the Blindspots: 
Essays Dedicated to Dallaw W. Smythe 

Edited by Janet Wasko, Vincent Mosco and Manjunath 
Pendakur, Ablex Publishing Co., 1992. • 



Page 16 lAMCR/AIERI October 1992 , 

N 

MEMORIAM 

DALLAS 
SMYTHE 

^^^^^^^^^HB|^^^^HH|^^9 > ,im„ uu l l ^^^^^^^^B^^^^B 

Dallas Smythe died September 6th, 1992 in 
Langley, British Columbia, Canada. He was 85 years old. 
Until a few months before his death, he was researching 
and writing a historical analysis of the social institutions 
that shape human existence and consciousness. 

Born in Canada, Smythe grew up in California and 
received his PhD., in economics, at the University of Cali
fornia, Berkeley. There he was associated with some of the 
most critical economics of the time, including Robert Brady 
and Leo Rogin, brilliant analysts of the industrial capitalist 
system. 

Smythe went to Washington, (D.C.) in the 1930s where 
he eventually became the chief economist for the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC). During the years of 
his services, the Commission probably was more respon
sive to the public's needs and interests than at any time 
since. In that period also, noany of the most prominent and 
dedicated New Dealers were Smythe's friends and associ
ates. At the same time, and because of the social ferment 
created by the depression and the New Deal's efforts to 
deal with the ailing economy, the Federal Bureau of Inves
tigation (FBI) and its reactionary director, J. Edgar Hoover, 
worked overtime to monitor and intimidate those indi
viduals and groups who pressed for socially responsible 
measures to overcome the crises. Smythe's security file 
grew steadily and was the source of much difficulty for 
him when the witch hunt era blossomed in the late 1940s 
and early 50s (McCarthyism). 

It was in the same period that Smythe moved from 
Washington to the University of Illinois, to assume a pro
fessorship and to become the director of graduate studies 
in communication, one of the first such centers in the 
United States. It was here too, that Smythe developed his 
graduate seminar on the political economy of communica
tion. In time, this became the basis of an ever-widening 
new field of study. In 1957, he published The Stucture and 
Policy of Electronic Communication, one of the first and best 
examples of the political economy of communication. 

Fed up with the atmosphere in the United States, gen
erated by the national security state and its global interven
tions, Smythe returned to Canada in the early 1960s, ac
cepting the chair of the department of communications at 
the University of Saskatchewan in Regina. His last aca
demic post was at Simon Fraser University in British 
Columbia. It was there, in 1981, that he published Depen
dency Road: Communication, Capitalism, Consciousness and 
Canada, the culmination of a lifetime of research and expe
rience. 

In that volume, Smythe examined the Canadian 
economy and especially its communication stucture and 
development. He pinpointed the economic distortions and 
social deformations that derived, he believed from Canada's 
slavish acceptance of, first British, and later, American 
hegemony. 

Smythe was un uncompromising defender of human 
rights which he understood to be grounded in the eco
nomic welfare and security of the entire community (local, 
national and international). In the post-World War II lib
eration struggles against colonialism, he supported whole
heartedly national independence movements and efforts 
around the world to protect cultural, political and eco
nomic sovereignty. Smythe's knowledge of history, his 
understanding of economics and his deep concern to se
cure the realization of human potential, made him a stead
fast and longlasting critic of capitalism and of those who 
either naively or opportunistically accepted its rationales. 

For all this, given his unwillingness to bow down to 
orthodoxy of any kind, Dallas Smythe embodied a confi
dence and serenity which were extraordinary. Dallas was 
a good story teller, a boon companion and a supportive 
colleague. Above all, he was a fighter for the just cause. We 
are enriched by his life, his work and his social commit
ment. And we will miss him very much. 

September 16,1992 
Herbert I. Schiller 

Scholar in Residence, The American University, 
Washington, D.C. 
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INFORMATION ABOUT THE lAMCR/AIERI 
The Internationa] Association for Mass Communica

tion Research (lAMCR)/Association Internationale des 
Études et Recherches sur L'Information (AIERI) is the 
largest international professional organisation in the field 
of communication research. Established in 1957 the Asso
ciation counts over 2000 members in some 70 countries. 
The Association has consultative status with various United 
Nations bodies and cooperates closely with the major 
regional communication research associations. 

Every two years the Association holds a General As
sembly cind a Scientific Conference. In past years confer
ences have been held in Caracas, Paris, Prague, New Delhi, 
Barcelona, Bled and Guarujd. Each of these events at
tracted between 300 and 600 members from more than 40 
countries. 

The Association publishes a regular Newsletter with 
up-to-date information on its different activities. 

lAMCR/AIERI has individual, institutional and asso
ciate members. Individual membership may be granted to 
all persons qualified by their activity in the field of mass 
communication research and related fields of study and 
practice. 

Individual members fee per year is between US$ 25 
(graduate students) and US$ 85 (full amount)—or the 
equivalent in local currency. 

Those wishing to become a member of the Association, 
or requiring further information should contact: 

lAMCR/AIERI Administrative Office 
PO Box 67006,1060 JA Amsterdam 
The Netherlands 
Tel. + 31 20-6101581, Fax +31 20-6104821 
E-mail Hamelink@IAMCR.NL 

lAMCR/ AIERI Newsletter ISSN 0925-7950 

The lAMCR/AIERI Newsletter is published at least two 
times a year. Each issue includes news of lAMCR business 
(sections, committees, task forces, etc.) and news from 
individual LAMCR members (conferences, projects, publi
cations, jobs, professional activities, honors, etc.) 

At least 25% of each issues is reserved for newsfrom 
individual members, which will be included after neces
sary editing on a first submitted, first included basis as 
space is available. Submissions may be in English, French 
or Spanish and will be published in that language. 

This issue has been prepared in Eugene, Oregon, and 
printed and distributed from lAMCR headquarters in 
Amsterdam. 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
African Council on Communication Education 
Nairobi, Kenya 

Asian Mass Communication Research and Information 
Centre 
Singapore, Republic of Singapore 

Asodación Latinoamericana de Investigadores de la 
Comunicacic^ 
Sao Paulo, Brazil 

Association for Media Studies and Research in Mass 
Communication 
The Netherlands 

Commonwealth Association for Education in Journalism 
& Communication 
Ontario, Canada 

Federation Internationale d'Information et de 
Documentaticai 
The Hague, The Netherlands 

International Institute of Communications 
London, England 

International Network of Documentation Centers on 
Communication Research 
and Policies (COMNET), c/o Unesco, France 

World Association for Christian Conununication 
London, England 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 
February 15,1993 

Send three (3) copies of material to: 
Janet Wasko 

School of Journalism & Comm., University of Oregon 
Eugene, Oregon 97403 USA 

Tel: (503) 346-4174 Fax: (503) 346-0895 
E-mail: jwasko@oregon.uoregon.edu 

Robin Cheesman 
Communication Studies, Roskilde University 

PO Box 260, DK-4000 Roskilde, Denmark 
Tel: +45-46757711 Fax: +45-46755313 

E-mail: robin@ruc.dk 

Cees Hamelink, lAMCR/AIERI 
PO Box 67006,1060 JA Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

Tel: +31-20-6101581 Fax: +31-20-6104821 
E-mail: Hamelink@iamcr.NL 
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