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INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR MASS COMMUNICATION RESEARCH 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL 

CENTRE INTERNATIONAL DE SEJOUR DE PARIS, MAURICE RAVEL 

PARIS 

25-26 SEPTEMBER 1985 

(a) The President, James D Halloran, opened the meeting in the presence 
of: 

B. Bhatia 
A. Bunzlova 
R. Cheesman 
M. Chenouffi 
R. Cole 
N. de Camargo 
K.E.Eapen 
A. El Rahman 
G. Gerbner 
B. Golka 

c. 
0. 
F-
F. 
0. 
A. 
A. 
W. 
H. 
E. 

Hamelink 
Hulten 
X Hutin 
Kempers 
Linne 
Mattelart 
Mear 
Melody 
Mowlana 
Nordahl-Svendsen 

K. Nordenstreng 
M. Pares I Maicas 
W. Pisarek 
G. Richeri 
G.J.Robinson 
S. Splichal 
T. Szecsko 
I. Tyson 
H. Uekermann 
C. Wilhoit 
Y. Zassoursky 

A]an Hancock (UNESCO) and Peggy Gray were also present. 

(b) Apologies had been received from: 

P. Anzola 
J. Becker 
S. Boafo 
J. Bourquin 
A. Burmistenko 
M. Cuthbert 

N. Daj an L 
F. Fleck 
G. Heidorn 
M. LoeffLer 
V. Lowe 
T. MarteLanc 

R. Nixon 
R. Salinas 
H. Schiller 
B. Signitzer 
Y. Uchikawa 
J. Wasko 

[c) The President opened the proceedings by welcoming all members and 
congratulated them on the excellent attendance and on travelling 
such distances usually at their ovin expense and at some 
inconvenience. He considered this an excellent sign of the health 
and vitality of the Association. He also expressed the gratitude 
of the Association to Francois Xavier Hutin for hosting the meeting 
and for all the work he had done in preparing for it. 

AGENDA 

The provisional agenda previously circulated was adopted allowances being 
made for the combination of some items. Papers on the New Delhi Conference, 
the Association's fin̂ tiueG cind a list of new members were placed on the table. 



MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

The previously distributed minutes of the two meetings of the 
International Council held in Prague on Monday 27 August 198A and 
Saturday 1 September 198A (this being the first meeting of the newly 
elected Council) were taken as read, approved and signed as a correct 
record of those meetings. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

The President reported briefly on recent developments and on how he 
or others had represented the Association. It was accepted that some 
matters usually covered in the President's Report would be dealt with 
as separate items. 

The recently produced promotion brochure had been well received 
(Cees Hamelink was thanked for this). Copies were still available for 
members to undertake distribution at conferences, meetings, etc. The 
response so far had been encouraging if not overwhelming. Generally, 
the membership position remained one of "stable instability", some in -
some out. It was decided to make a special effort to reduce lapsation 
to a minimum and the Treasurer, Olof Hulten would give priority to this. 

It was noted that annual subscriptions had been kept low quite 
deliberately; that running and administrative costs are at a minimum 
(largely because of hidden subsidy); that the Association benefits from 
much voluntary work, and that inclusive conference fees are far lower 
than those chargefi hv comparable organisations. It was emphasised that 
the Association could keep i-o this and maintain its programme only if 
members regularly pay tFie modest dues which are requested. 

The Council discussed the general financial situation, particularly with 
regard to changing circumstances and possible future changes and 
developments. The general position reflected the membership situation 
and the related factors already discussed. There was no crisis but 
neither was there room, given the existing system, to support new 
developments or subsidise other measures or activities. It was agreed 
that, should it become necessary, the cost of some clerical assistance 
at Leicester could be paid from lAMCR funds. 

There was general discussion about the possibility of sharing the 
administrative tasks between the officers of the Association and related 
institutions, and about the need to use computers/word processors as 
much as possible. It was announced that the membership would be 
computerised and that a list of tasks undertaken by HQ administration 
would be prepared so that the Council could see what was involved. 

It was agreed that publications and public relations were matters which 
might be dealt with by the Secretary General or Vice President and need 
not be centralised in Leicester: the promotion brochure and New 
Technology questionnaires represented the first attempts at this kind 
of division of labour. However, it was recognised that in the interests 
of efficiency and economy, the general administration must remain 
centralised. 
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It was agreed that against this general background the President, Treasurer, 
Secretary General and Vice President should explore: 

(a) Means of facilitating the payment of membership dues. 

(b) Ways of subsidising members, particularly from the Third 
World, for the Delhi Conference. 

(c) The financial implications of producing a regular newsletter 
or occasional papers. 

(d) The question of differential fees for Third World members. 

5. MEMBERSHIP - RATIFICATION 

Ratification of membership for 37 new individuals and 10 new institutions 
(covering 89 members) was agreed. New countries represented were Uruguay 
and Costa Rica. 

An application had been received for Associate Membership. The principle 
was accepted and the Statutes allowed for it but it was decided that this 
category required some clarification and might be dealt with when the 
Statutes were being considered. 

6. PUBLICATIONS, JOURNALS, ETC. 

The possibility of producing some kind of lAMCR publication or of linking 
up with an existing journal was discussed at length. Within the general 
discussion, topics covered included the need to publish in various 
languages, editorial control, the possibility of publishing in countries 
without convertible currency, difficulties for Third World members, the 
need for any publication to relate directly to lAMCR policy, the need 
to increase individual subscriptions to meet the cost of a publication 
or journal and the possibility that payments should be made from the 
Association and not from individual memDers. All these points were raised 
in relation to reports about enquiries into the possibility of cooperation 
with several journals in Europe and the USA. 

The financial implications of any such arrangements created considerable 
apprehension, and doubts were also expressed about the problems that 
might be encountered in establishing editorial offices and services. It 
was clear from earlier discussions that it would not be possible to 
locate the editorial offices in Leicester, although the Secretary General 
might possibly undertake editorial and administrative functions, that 
would need to be more clearly defined, in Budapest. It was also suggested 
that there were enough "competing" journals in the field already and that 
the main problem was not in establishing new journals, but in attracting 
writers of the necessary quality to existing journals. More specific and 
very detailed discussions on the possibility of establishing a link with 
the Journal of Communication also took place, but in the end the idea was 
rejected primarily on financial grounds. 
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NEW DELHI CONFERENCE 

The President and Mrs Gray reported on their visit to India and on their 
meetings with members of the National Organising Committee. Arrangements 
were progressing satisfactorily; the innovative and challenging 
programme was almost complete, the facilities were excellent, the post 
conference opportunities most inviting and the cost decidedly modest. 
Interest seemed high and Council members were asked to do their utmost 
to ensure a high attendance. 

Mrs Gray outlined the details of the programme which were approved. 
All Sections, groups etc. were asked to address at least part of their 
work to the Conference theme. 

It was reported that the Editor of Gazette intended to bring out a special 
issue of the Journal on the occasion of the Conference which would be 
made available to all participants and that Binod Agrawal would be pleased 
to hear from those who would like to visit Indian Universities to lecture 
or to contribute in some other agreed way, either before or after the 
Conference. 

It was announced that UNESCO via the Intergovernmental Council of the 
International Programme for the Development of Communication (IPDC) will 
again be able to offer assistance to some Third World members involved 
in the work on text books of the Professional Education Section. UNESCO 
may also be able to provide some help to members from the Third World 
who contribute to the work of the International Communication and 
Communication Technology Sections. 

The President was making further enquiries about the possibility of 
obtaining subsidies with regard to Conference travel etc. from various 
other sources and he would be pleased to have advice and suggestions from 
members. As always, the President would also provide written formal 
invitations to participate in the New Delhi proceedings to those who 
would find such invitations helpful in obtaining assistance. 

FUTURE CONFERENCES 

It was formally confirmed that the 1988 Conference and General Assembly 
would be held in Barcelona, Spain. It was further provisionally agreed 
that it would be recommended that in 1990 the venue would be in 
Yugoslavia, 1992 Brazil and 199^ Canada. 

REPORTS FROM SECTIONS 

Verbal reports were received from all Sections with the exception of Law 
(Professor Loeffler was ill) and History. It was intended that all 
Sections would meet in New Delhi. Following the resignation of 
Professor Loeffler steps would have to be taken to appoint a new head 
of the Law Section. Members were asked to make proposals. It was 
announced that an annotated bibliography on Communication Technology and 
Culture was available from Simon Fraser University in Canada. It was 
noted that a final decision was still awaited on the proposal for IPDC 
support for the Text Book Study by the Professional Education Section. 
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RELATIONSHIPS WITH UNESCO 

The general problems currently being experienced by UNESCO were discussed. 

The proposed withdrawal of certain member states from UNESCO was discussed. 
The President reported that he was a member of the executive of the "Keep 
Britain in UNESCO" Campaign, but that he was not very optimistic about 
the outcome. 

It was reported that the Documentation Centre at UNESCO was seriously 
understaffed but a study of COMNET was being carried out at Laval 
University with Canadian support. 

It was agreed that Tamas Szecsko would represent lAMCR at the Sofia 
General Conference. 

The President, Hamid Mowlana, Herbert Schiller and Husamettin Unsal 
contributed to a UNESCO symposium on Media, Terrorism and Violence in 
Istanbul and the Piecidep*-, CPPS Hamelink, Tamas Szecsko, Bill Melody and 
Olof Hulten would be amongst the members participating in the UNESCO 
Gothenburg meeting on Collaborative Research in the New Communication 
Technologies. 

ORGANISATION AND STRUCTURE INCLUDING POSSIBLE CHANGES IN STATUTES WITH 
REGARD TO ELECTIONS, MEMBERSHIP OF BOARD AND COUNCIL AND STATUS OF SECTIONS 

Council noted that at the Prague meeting the General Assembly had agreed 
that 

(a) with the exception of the President and General Secretary, 
elected officers/members of Executive Board and Council should 
not serve for more than two consecutive terms, i.e. eight 
years. They may, however, be re-elected again after a gap 
of one term of four years; 

(b) a system of rotation should be designed so that all officers, 
Council members, etc. should not have to be elected at the 
same time. There should be elections for an agreed proportion 
of members every two years (i.e. at every General Assembly), 
as distinct from every four years which is the current practice; 

(c) the automatic membership of the International Council for heads 
of Sections should be reconsidered together with the 
recommendation that no member should hold more than one office 
or position and that this should be related to an overall 
review of the status, role and function of Sections, Working 
Groups and other like bodies. 

Following a lengthy discussion it was agreed that a Sub-Committee {Halloran, 
Martelanc, Robinson, Szecsko, Hulten) should deal with these and related 
issues with the help of Professor Loeffler should he be available, and 
should then advise the President on any necessary action which would have 
to be taken with regard to possible changes in the Statutes. 
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It was noted that any proposed changes in Statutes should be sent to all 
members before the end of June 1986 and it was agreed that no decisions about 
the establishment of new Sections should be made until the more 
fundamental questions raised above had been settled. 

The question of a further meeting before the New Delhi conference 
(possibly in March/April 1986) to discuss the above and related matters 
before proposing formal changes was raised. The problems of travel etc. 
were recognised but Tamas Szecsko agreed to explore the possibility of 
hosting such a meeting. 

12. The meeting closed with a unanimous vote of thanks to Francois Xavier Hutin. 
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