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Dear Colleagues and Friends, 

Several members of our association sttcnJR I the International 

Week of Social Sciences, held in Barcelone from November 8 to 12, 1971. 

The general theme of "Information and-Social Integration" was presented 

by eminent specialists and their communications led to most interesting 

and fructuous discussions. A summary of each paper can be obtained from 

the SecretarjLa del Institute de Ciencias Sociales, Calle Carmen 47, 

Barcelone (Spain). A complete collection of all reports will be published 

in the course of next year. 

This 9th International Week - which has now become a tradition - took 
place in a most pleasant atmosphere, thanks to the know-how of the 
organizers, who very harmoniously mixed working sessions and spare time 
activities. A visit to Ampurias, on the Costa Brava, brought us back to 
the Greco-Roman Antiquity. Then, w^noering through the narrow streets of 
the Barrio Gotico, we walked righx into modern civilization, with the 
Picasso Museaum and some brilliant realizations of contemporaneous ur-
banists. 

In the name of all lAMCR participants, we would like to extend to Jorge 
Xifra, Director of the Institute de Ciencias Sociales and to all his 
collaborators, our most sincere congratulations for the perfect organi
zation of the Congress and thank them all for the magnificent welcome and 
warm nospitality offered to all of us, Ws would particularly like to 
remember the superb dinner offerea to lAMCR members by the Municipality of 
Barcelone at Hotel Diplomatic, on November 11th. 

BUREAU AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE GATKERING -

On November 11, at 9 a.m., our Bureau, Executive Committee and all lAMCR 
members present in Barcelona, met at the Institute de Ciencias Sociales, 
Calle de Carmen, where interpreters had been put at our disposal. 
Among our guest members, we would like to mention Mrs. Annette Suffert, 
delegated especially by the DRTF Research Service, in Paris, and 
Mr. Arcnimon, State Secretary of the Argentinian Republic, representing 
Minister Francisco Manrique, Secretary general of the Argentinian Council 
of lAMCR. Mr. Archimon had come to inform our Bureau and Executive Com
mittee of the steps taken by the Argentinian Council for the organization 
of lAMCR 9th General Assembly, which is to be held in September 1972, in 
Buenos Aires and Mar f'e Plata. 



International "Confrontation" on Research (ORTF) -

At the Bled gathering, the Bureau and Executive Committee had decided to 
ask Mr. Schaefer (Director of the ORTF Research Services) and Mrs Suffert 
to set up a project of international confrontation in the field of informa
tion and audio-visual communication. 

The ORTF being aware that the numerous awards and festivals which are orga
nized every ysar do not serve professionals and research people, is willing 
to set up, every year or every second yenr, an international co'"'*'rontation 
of products, methods, attitudes, f indin'gs and experiments in the field 
of audio-visual research so as to ensure its largest diffusion. 

The documents to be considered will be chosen with ths following aims : 

To collüct materials corresponding v.x the spme time t^ the spect-icular func
tion of television and to its mission of public service by : 

- presenting in an original way subjects with unquestionable cultural 

interest; 

- establishing a link between institutions dealing with education and socio-

cultural activities in the various fields of information; 

- creating a real communication between groups or collectivities on one 

side and/or the public on the other side, by initiating a true dialogue or 

by stimulating the active participation of telespectators; 

- finally, they must have been conceived for diffusion on-an international 
scale and be justified by the interest of the subject traated as well as 
by the way it is treated. 

In addition to these objectives, the ORTF is considering to select all expe
riments realized non only in view of a diffusion by television, but any 
tl'pe of investigation in the field of audio-visual communication. 
The collection of these products and the registration of experiments will 
be permanent. In this view, it is necessary to set up a net of information, 
for which the collaboration of lAMCR members, ORTF correspondents abroad and 
all professionals and research people concerned couL"i be required. 
But before this net of information can be operating efficiently, the selection 
will be made empirically, with the assistance of a commission of experts. Tie 
ORTF has accepted to registrate all documents brought to its attention. 

A first confrontation coul<! take place in April 1972, where the subsequent 
action would be defined more precisely. The next meeting would be called in 
February 1973. The pre-selection would be supported by the ORTF, assisted by 
a commission of experts - including technicians with a practical experience 
in research. _ 

Various materials ind experiments corresponding to the various criteria 
will be selected. The participating productors and authors will then be asked 
to co-opte among them the ones which contribution is recognized as the-most . 
original or innovating. 

T'̂ e products and experiments having arrestee the attention will be broadcasjb 
on the French and foreign televisions. On the other side, AIMCR members will 
be asked to back up the selected productions in all countries in which our 
association is represented. 
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An eventual realization for one particular research worker who would have arrested 
the attention is also considered. 

Professor Kaarle Nordenstreng, Director of the Finnish Broadcasting Reaea^ch 
Service and member of the Fisnish "f̂ -SCO Commission, will be in charge of 
the coordination lAMCR/QRTF and asked to set up - with the collaboration of 
Mrs, Suffert, Paris - a net of information so that all experiments can be 
known and registered immediately. 

1972 Ordinary General Assembly -

At the Bled meeting, Mr. Archimon, State Secretary of the Argentinian Republic, 
ha-! confirmed the invitation extended to our association by his country to 
hold our 9th General Assembly in Argentina, invitation which had been accepted 
gratefjlly by our Bureau and Executive Committee. 

After thanking lAMCR for its acceptance, Mr. Archimon officially informed our 
association of the steps taken by the AIICM (Consejo Argentine de la AIERI or 
AsDciacion Internacional de Investigacion sobre las Comunicaciones Masivas). 

Simultaneously to our General Assembly will be held an 
International Congress on the general theme of : "Communications and 
Development", from September 15 to 25, in Buenos Aires and Mar de Plata. 
The inaugural session will take place on the Friday, September 15, and thd 
congress will terminate on the Monday, September 25, thus allowing the partici
pants two week-ends to get to know some of the country. 

This international event is of greatest importance for the whole Latin America 
and a vast campaign will be organi-ad throughout the South American Continent 
inviting all specialists of the mass media to attend this congress. Therefore, 
the Argentinian Government and the National Unesco Commission have accepted to 
give this gathering full support. 

Concerning the transportation, charter flights are foreseen from Europe and 
the United States. The plane fare could be reduced (in case of full occupation, 
i.e. 13'' passengers) from $ 1200.- normal price, to j3 430.- for lAMCR members. 
As to the sojourn in Argentina, exceptionally favourable conditions will be 
offered to our members. The Argentinian Council is doing its utmost, with 
the help of the Government sn d of the National UNESCO Commission to enable 
as many members as possible to a'.t.n-' this congress. Wa are presently negocia-
ting with travel agencies and shall let \p u know more about it as soon as 
possible. 

Programme -

The "Schiller Commission" designated in Bled has set up a project which has 
been remitted to the members present in Barcelona. This draft programme is 
very heavy and aeems to address itself more to experts specializea in research 
on communications then to people dealing with mass communication in general 
and more concerned with tl^irpractical application. In addition, the French 
translation has raised some problems. However, the "Schiller programme" has 
finally been adopted, with its chapter I developped and completed c-> suggcs». 
tio-, -^f the Argentinian delegation, so as to apply more adequately to the 
Latin American context. This amended draft programme is attached. 



Two general Choirmcr, have been designated. Professor Herbert Schiller and 'i 
Professor Juan Beneyto, Then, one President and two rapporteurs 
have been proposed for each item of tne programme , Of course, this list is 
only provisional since only seme of tiepersons concerned have been contacted, and 
nonfc have confirmed their acceptance. Therefore, in order to establish a 
definitive list, we kindly ask you to send your comments and suggestions - with 
respect to the programme and to the persons chosen - as soon as possible. 
In addition, the members who wish to present a report on any point of the 
programme are kindly requested to let us know at thsip earliest convenience. 

Reform of our structures -

Already at the Constance General Assembly, in 1970, a reorganization of our 
structures had appeared necessary, in order to adapt our association to new 
targets. During the Bureau and Executive Committee meeting in Bled, a Com
mission was designated (Messrs. Halloran, President, Osolnik, Roegele 
and Nordenstreng), to set up a draft project, taking into account the sugges
tions made by our members. 

On of these suggestions was to abolish permanent sections and to create working ^P 
groups, designated by the Executive Committee to do specific restjnrches. 
This proposition raised severe objections, especially from our Vice-Prtsident 
Professor Francesco Fattorello, who thinks that the existing sections have 
given many evit'cnces of their efficiency. 

However, it is also noted that xhe importance of recently created sections 
(Developing Countries, Satellites, International Understanding) is constantly 
growing. In addition, their aims are very similar and a research made by small 
groups beyond the framework of the sections could be extremely fructuous. 
Viithout going as far as the suppressioncft-eexisting sections, many members ex
pressed their wish that they become more adaptable to new needs. 

Our Secretary IJeneral V. Klimes, who attended the meeting in Barcelona, reminded 
us that in 19 72 our association will celebrate the 15th anniversary of its 
foundation. He admits that after such a period of time, a renewal of the 
structures is necessary, but rather than changing everything, we should make 
use of the experiences made during these fifteen years and adapt our struc- ^P 
tures to the new targets of our association. Mr. Klimes also insisted on the 
necessity of safeguarding lAMCR's universality, which was confered to it by the 
UNESCO. Therefore, it is necessary to find means of cooperation preserving 
our complete independence from other organizations and from any government. 

Our Secretary General aJso suggested that our association's 15th anniversary 
be marked by the publication of a brochure recalling its history. Professor •• 
Fattorello, founder-member of our association , who has always followed lAMCR 
activities, nas accepted this task. He will be assisted by Mr. Marcello Eydalin. 

Finally, the following procedure has been accepted for the revision of our 
structures : 
The Commission presided by James D. Halloran gathered last September in Munich, 
and a draft project was studied, taking into account the suggestions made by 

our rembeB of the Bureau and Executive Committee in Bled and in Capo Caccia. 
On these bases, Mr. Halloran is presently setting up a new draft project, which 



- 5 -

will be submitted for advice to Dr. Martin Loffler, well-known specialist and 
president of our section for Legal Matters. Then, this text will have to be 
approved by the members of the Commission and sent to all members of the Bu
reau and Executive Committee, w h o will be requested to make their suggestions 
and remarks in writing, early enough so that a definitive text can be submitted 
to all lAMCR members with the convocation to the General Assembly, 

Survey of current studies of : 

Communications Satellites 

Coinmunicritions nnd Developing Countries a n d 

ComiTunicdtions and International Understanding. 

In december 1970, Dallas W. Smythe had sent out a questionnaire about the studies 
completed since October 1969, currently under was and plannsd for 1970/71. 

In October of this year, Mr. Olof Hulten,,from the Service of Research of the 5w2c-
L̂ ish Radio , sent out a new set of questionnaires. We kindly ask all members 
who have not yet sent it back, to do so without delay, so that all current 
studies can be indexed, ' 

Section of Bibliography -

Dr. Waléry Pisarek, of Krakow, President of our Section of Bibliography, has 

received effective support for his bibliographical work from many of our 

metnb.jxs, that we would like to thank in his name and in the nami3 of the 

association. These members are : 

Mrs. E. Blum (Urbana), and K. Denesova (Bratislava); Messrs. Dr. E. BlGhm (Bremen)i 

Dr, H. Bohrmann (VJest-Berlin), J.M. Desantes (Madrid), Prof. E. Dusiska (Leipzig), 

Prof. M. Drack (Berne), Prof. W. Hachten (Madison), Dr. 0. Hulten (Stockholm), 

K, Koszyk (Dortmund), M.L. Mangaoil (Manilla), J.M. Peters (Louvain) and 

Yoshimi Uchikawa (Tokyo). 
The cooperation of all members is necessary to keep an up-to-data bibliography 

and their assistance is highly appreciated. 

Technological Section -

Mr. Charles Minassian, President of the Technological Section, announces for 

next March the first issue of AIERI FLASH in its new presentation. We remind 

our members that in each issue a few pages are at their disposal to publish 

articles or summaries of their current studies. It would also be a good oppor

tunity to give regularly "news from our various sections". 

Please send all correspondence directly to Mr. Charles Minassian, 5, rue de Pouy, 

Paris ISème France. 

You will also find attached a Draft Resolution which was adopted by the Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Committee of the Inter-Parliamentary Cohference, held 

in Paris last September, on the : 
"Political and Cultural Implications of Television Broadcasting by Satellites 

Systems and the Effects of Modern Mass Media on Understanding among Peoples". 

* * * * * 

V/ishmg to a l l of you A Very Happy, Prosperous and Successful Year 1972, 
and l o o k i n g forward to meeting you again suon, I remain 

S i n c e r e l y yours . 
Jacques Bourquin Your President : * / ' -


