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Dec^ Friends and Colleagues: 

I am sorry to have waited so long after the Conference before v/riting to you' 
again but, as I am sure you v;ill appreciate, we are only just recovering and 
returning to normal after that hectic period. Fortunately, for me, ray work abroad 
during the last few months has given me the opportunity of meeting quite a fev/ of 
you in your own countries and I enjoyed this tremendously. 

To all of you who came to Leicester let me thank you most sincerely - not 
just for bringing the much-needed rain - but for doing so much to ensure that the 
Conference was a success. I am hardly the best person to make an objective assess
ment about the Conference but, judging from the many letters we have received from 
those who attended the Conference, I feel confident in stating thpt it really was 
a success. It was good of so many of you to write and teZl us this. Your 
generous praise and helpful and constructive comments «fere very much appreciated, 
particularly by Peggy Gray and her hardworking colleagues. Still, no matter how 
efficient the planning and organization, the success of a conference depends very 
much on those who attend and on the nature and extent of their participation and 
contributions. In this respect I must thank those who joined us at Leicester for 
their support and co-operation, I feel confident as I enter my second terra of 
office as your President that just as I have relied on your support in the past 
I may look forward to its continuance in the future. 

Let me make a specific request for help straight away. As most of you know, 
the next Conference and General Assembly ivill be held in Warsaw in 19?8. The 
exact date has not yet been fixed but we have a working title 'Mass Media and 
i.o-̂ ional Cultures', and the Programme Committee (Pisarek, Schiller, Beltran, 
•̂ â iska and Halloran) was elected at Leicester, The Programme Committee (which 
will also investigate the possibility of a Third World location for the I98O 
Conference) earnestly seeks your advice on a variety of topics. We invite your ' 
suggestions about the overall structuring of the conference (number of sessions, 
pspers, themes of sessions etc), pre-publication/circulation, type of 
Î r̂ sentation, number and size of working groups, need for plenary sessions, 
structure of discussions, ad hoc meetings and workshops, type of accommodation, 
and so on. Some of the innovations at the Leicester Conference (e.g. all living 
on tho same site, focussed discussions rather than a series of monologues) that 
seamed tg meet with general approval, stemmed from the suggestions that you wore . 
kind enough to pass on to mo when I last v/rote to you in this vein some tvro years 
igo. So please write again and let the Programme Committee havo the benefit of 
your ideas and experience as they prepare for the next Conference in 1978. 

The cry for more grass roots participation in the affairs of the 
Association was frequently heard at Leicester. It was right and proper that this 
should be so for the health and progress of the Association demands more wide
spread participation from its increasing membership. I appreciate that making 
suggestions about the next conference hardly gets to the root of the matter - but 
it is a start, no matter how modest, and we have to start somewhere, I look 
forward to hearing from you on this and on any other matter of interest to the 
Association. 

From the Office of the President: 
Professor James D. Halloran 
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I have pleasure in enclosing a copy of a brief re2")ort on the Leicester Conference, and 
I r.m indebted to the rr̂ -̂ ortcurs (Robin HcCron, Michael Gurevitch, y.lico Bunzlovr 
and Hans Kepplinger) for providing such a succinct and useful summary and inter
pretation of the main working sessions. There will of coxirso be a more formal 
publication in the shape of a Monograph. This publication, which will be 
distributed free to all members of the Association, will be financed by Unesco. 
It will consist of four sections or chapters corresponding to the main working 
sessions of the Conference. The papers will not be published in toto but in each 
section or chapter the total proceedings (papers, contributions from the floor, 
discussions etc.) will be critically reviewed and interpreted. Each chapter v-ill 
filso be accompanied by a select bibliography, and in the compilation of these we 
look forward to co-operating with the various Docxamentation Cen.treE in the Unesco 
network. If all goes according to plan, you should receive your copy of the 
Monograph sometime in the summer of 1977" Those who were at the Conference 
should find the publication a useful reminder and recapitulation, and those who 
were unable to attend will have an opportunity to share the experience of 
participants ejid become familiar with the conference proceedings at a depth which 
could not be achieved simply by reading the enclosed summary report. 

We are grateful to Unesco for supporting this publication and the Conference 
from v/hich it stems, and for continued support in other areas of our v.'ork. As 
you know, we enjoy the status of a Non-Governmental Organization with Unesco and, 
Hfter the Leicester Conference and other recent developments, I felt confident in 
assuring the Unesco officials in Paris that our Association was now ready to 
assume the full responsibilities appropriate to an international body of multi-
disciplinary scholars and an NGO of Unesco. One of our functions is to assist 
Unesco in the formulation and execution of its programme in the fields of mass 
communication research, policies and planning. Some of you do write to me about 
Unesco related matters from time to time, but we v/ould like to hear from many 
more so that the officers* of the Association would be in a better position to 
reflect a broader spectrum of opinion than has often been the case in 'the past. 

The General Assembly m.eets only every other year so, granted these 
circumstances, we really do need to hear from members on matters of organization, 
policy etc. as often as possible in the period between the meetings. 

It has been suggested by some members that on the occasion of the General 
Assembly/Conference wc should allocate more time for the discussion of policy 
and organizational matters, and I must admit that we do seem to rush through our 
agenda at the General Assemblies, without detailed discussion. In the circum- ( 
stances this may be inevitable, but it is open to us to change the circumstances 
if vc so 'Adsh, However, on the other hand there are members who have argued that 
there is no need to depart from the situation as it exists and that we should 
cpc-nd most if not all of what, after all, is less than one week in two years 
discussing "matters more appropriate to scholars and scientists". Again, I would 
\.'elcome your comments and suggestions on this and related matters. 

It was gratifying to be able to report to the General Assembly on Friday, 
.September 3rd, that in lAMCE there are now over 700 members in kS different 
countries. The expansion over the past four years has been truly remarkable. 
V/hen the Executive Committee met in Leipzig in the Summer of 1973) I had to 
report that at that time there were only 22 paid-up members from a mere handful 
of countries for that year, .and that the total paid-up membership for the full 
year in 1972 had fallen below the hundred mark. 

Of coiorse, quantity is not everything. But I think the quality of the 
Association's activities has also been well taken care of in a variety of ways, 
perhaps best seen through the nature of the contributions to oxir last Conference. 

It was suggested, quite rightly, a year or two ago that the Association needed 
to become more international, particularly with regard to membership from the 
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Assembly, some Sections had not been active for some years. The new Statutes 
s€uk to remedy this situation by creating a framov/ork for Sections to be active 
and purposeful. In the Statutes it is clearly stated that "Sections of the 
Association may be established or commissioned to perform specified tasks 
consistent with the ains of the Association", The decisions to establish (and 
dissolve) Sections are taken by the General Assi-mbly. Decisions about 
organizational and management detaile etc., and the appointment of Section 
Presidents, are the responsibility of the Internationa.1 Council. < • ^ 

As the establishment and composition of the nev International Council was 
only ratified at the General Assembly on September 3rd it has not yet been abl-̂  
to act in this capacity although, as a successor to the IiiXecutive Committee (old 
Statutes), it will obviously have to bear in mind the policy and decisions of 
that Committee, in its deliberations about the development of the Sections. 
When I refer to Presidents of Sections below, these titles were conferred by the 
old Executive Committee and ratified by previous General Assemblies. 

In a lengthy, confusing and at times heated debate on the future development 
of Sections, the General Assembly accepted the dissolution of the following 
Sections: Technology, Satellites (v>rhich had been merged with Technology at the 
197-1- Leipzig meeting). Terminology, and Publications. In view of some of the 
points that were raised during the discussions and afterwards, I would like to 
m?ke it clear that the dissolution of a Section in no way implies that the general 
'-•rea of interest of the Section (Satellites, for example) is no longer considered 
by the Association to be important or an appropriate subject for study. What it 
usually means is that the Section as originally established and constituted has 
either successfully completed its work, or has failed to achieve its objectives 
and has not been formally commissioned to perform further specific tasks in 
accordance with the requirements of the Statutes. Should there be sufficient 
interest in Satellites (or any other appropriate topic for that matter), and 
should the next General Assembly decide to establish those so interested as a 
Section and commission it to perform a specific task, then there would be another 
Satellites Section. 

Sections are essentially task-oriented. It was never intended that they 
should be endowed with the attributes of eternal life. We believe that with thir 
approach we can facilitate the development of strong and active Sections working 
to achieve declared objectives within the wider framework set by the aims and 
policy of the Association. Those who wish to develop Sections in this way should 
write to me as soon as possible (but preferably after exchanging ideas with those 
with similar interest in other countries), and present a reasonably clear 
indication of what they vrould like to do, the tasks they have in mind, the 
probable diiration of the work, and so on. 

The History and Legal Sections have long formed active and important aspects 
of the Association's work, V/e have already commented on the usefulness to the 
Association of Professor Loeffler's v/ork, and at the General Assembly he 
reported on the continued progress of the Legal Section throughout the period. 
Professor H&idorn, President of 'the History Section, was also able to tell the 
.assembly of the Work of this Section, which included a business meeting held in 
San Francisco on the occasion of a meeting of the International Congress of 
Historical Sciences. Dr Heidorn has contact with more thaji one hundred 
colleagues from different countries interested in the field of press history and 
the history of the other mass media. 

Perhaps the most productive of all the Association's Sections is the 
Bibliographic Section, All members (and Walery Pisarek, the Section President, 
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stresses that all members should be'interested'in the work of this Section) 
will bo familiar with this work, if only because I have referred to it (eg, 
/-.nnual List of Most Significant Publications in Mass Media/Î ass Communication; 
in my letters several times. The comprehensive international bibliography in 
the Monograph: Mass Media and Sjjcialiaation is also a reminder of the VPIUO of 
this Section and its energetic President. In reporting to the Assembly, Dr 
Pisarek asked members for their continued assistance particularly in the 
compilation of future editions of the aforementioned list of "Significant 
Publications" and in the production of the proposed "world directory of 
iournals, bulletins and newsletters relating to mass communication research". 
It would be most appropriate if the first draft of this ambitious directory 
could bo ready for presentation at the Warsaw Conference in 1978. 

Professor Edelstein reported on the activities of the Social Psychological 
Section v;hich had organized a well-attended meeting during the Conference at 
which ten papers had been presented covering such topics as: Mass Media and 
Voting, Women and the Media, Information Gaps, Processes of Selection, Media 
and Human Values, and The Power of the Media, This programme had been arranged 
at very short notice by Professor Edelstein, and the response to his efforts 
and the interest in the work augurs well for the future of this Section. 
Professor Edelstein intends to organize a programme committee to enable him to 
prepare a programme for the Warsaw meeting. Those interested in participating 
and working v/ith him should write to him at: School of Communications, 
University of Washington, Seattle, Washington 98185, USA. 

The possibility was raised of the relatively recently established 
Television Section, the President of which is Annette Suffort, linking up with 
the Social Psychological Section to develop a joint programne for the Waraav; 
Conferenceo 

The Section on Developing Countries had not been very active in recent years 
but it was conscious of the many tasks before it. It was agreed that the 
President of the Section, Professor Opubur, would work together with Professor 
Nordenstreng to prepare a programme of joint research for the Warsaw Conference, 
The Professional Training Section was also given a task for Warsaw, and it was 
hoped that it would be possible to arrange a joint working session with 
colleagues from the Aösociation for Education in Journalism. The Section 
t -esident, Professor Fattorello, suggested that Professor Zassoursky should help 
him in making these arrangements, and Professor Rush promised to take up the 
flatter with the appropriate committee of the Assocation for Education in f 
Jom'nalism. 

Professor Georges Mond, the co-President of the Section on International 
Understanding, reported on the difficulties he had experienced in trying to 
develop! a working programme for his Section. At a meeting of the Section during 
the Conference it was proposed that a cross-national research project on the 
iiTiage of the world presented by the press in certain selected countries should 
be carried out. It was also suggested that journals in the general field of 
mass communication research in different countries could make a valuable 
contribution to mutual understanding by publishing and discussing controversial 
problems in a scholarly and academic manner. It was decided at the Section 
meeting to leave decisions about the organizational framework of these 
activities to the International Council. 

Clearly the Council must give its attention to this and related matters, and 
the general question of the organization and development of Sections is yet one 
more issue on which I would welcome your comments and siiggestions. 
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' Towards the end of the General Assembly it was proposed by one of our Danish 
colleagues that I should distribute some form of questionnaire to all members to 
give them an opportunity to answer questions about the Sections, and more -
generally about the future development of lAKCR» I thoroughly endorse this 
proposal, although I hope my methodological prejudices v.dll be accepted when I 
r-sist the suggestion to prepare a structured questionnaire and ask you to 
regard this letter, inter alia, as an open-ended questionnaire and enquiry aimed 
at serving the same purposes as I presume were envisaged by our Danish colleague» 
Ó0 please do write and deal with the several points I have raised in this letter, 
although obviously you should feel free to extend your comments, criticisms and 
su£;gestions beyond these if you so v/ish« The content analysis of the replies 
may present our staff v/ith one or two problems, but I am hopeful that if you 
co-operate to the full the richness of your replies will make the exercise veil 
worT;h while. '• ' 

There was some discussion on the need to increase membership subscription 
rat-s which had remained stable for many years. The financial position of the 
Association was healthier than it had ever been (a balance was reported of 
ofr» 32,791), but in this sense 'health' is a rolative term» Not so many years 
ago we were rather sick, and we still do not possess the funds to enable us to 
attempt much more than v;e do at present. For example, Section activities havt; 
to be self-financing. Moreover inflation is with us all the time, and the costs 
of administration, travel etc. have increased substantially in recent years. It 
was eventually decided to increase collective membership foes as indicated below, 
but not to change the individual subscription. It was hoped that in keeping the 
individual membership fee at the level that it had been for over six years, more 
students and younger people would be encouraged to join. Perhaps also those who 
rfcrc members of the Association by virtue of their institutional affiliations 
v'ould be encouraged to maintain or take out additional individual membership, 
Thfc General Assembly also agreed that individuals who have reached retirement 
ag; and have retired from their professional position may retain membership 
u_ on ̂ layment of half the regular dues» 

The membership subscriptions for the various categories from January 1977 
as agreed at the General Assembly are as follows: 

S,fr„ 50 - for individual members 

S„fr 200 - for universities and institutes (minimum charge) 

S.fr, 5OO-80O - for national councils and national institutions 

S.fr, 500 - for international organizations 

S.fr, 23 - for Emeritus members 

There are still a few v;ho have not paid their subscription for 1976, Could I 
remind them that it is not too late to attend to this oversight, and could I ask 
you all to make sure that you have the new rates in mind v/hcn making arrange
ments to pay your subscription for 1977» 

The General Assembly concluded by unanimously passing two resolutions. The 
first, reflecting in particular the Latin American experience and coming from 
the Round Table on Communication Policies, (a) stressed the need to establish 
international communication policies in the service of democratic development, 
particularly in the Third World; (b) confirmed the support for Unesco's concern 
'ith "the universal right to communicate" and its promotion of world 
communication policies as means of overcoming iinderdevelopment and undemocratic 
practices; and (c) condemned those institutions and nations '-'ith vested 
interests which resulted in obstacles being placed in the \;ay of freedom of 
communication and communication research. 



The second, which stemmed from a concern about the obstacles to 
conraunication and a wish to encourage the exchange of information and to bring 
-ibout improvements in communication practice, policy and research, recommended 
tnat the Executive Board of lAMCR should: 

a) tpke action in order to foster the study of all measures allowing a real 
and genuine right to communicate useful and trustworthy information 
between various parts of the world, including the so called Third World; 

b) carefully consider the proposals formulated at the meeting of the 
Section on International Understanding (see above); 

c) take full account of the report issued by Unesco on March 26th 1976 about 
the interpretation of experience by and through mass media» 

I think that is all for now, I hope I haven't forgotten anything of 
importance or made any serious mistakes, I am sure you v/ill let me know if I 
havei In any event, I hope you will write and let me have your ideas on the 
several points raised in this letter and on other matters central to the 
interests of our Association. 

May I take this opportunity of wishing you all the best for Christmas and 
for 1977= 

Yours sincerely. 

(.amos D Halloran 

President - lAMCR 
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