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From Haiti to Brazil: a journey encompassing youth and 

migration

Authors

Dr. João Guilherme Casagrande Martinelli Lima Granja Xavier da Silva - IACHR

Dr. Fernanda Martinelli - University of Brasilia

Abstract

This paper discusses youth and migration. Through the retelling of the life story of Toussaint, who left 
Haiti in December 2012 and arrived in Brazil in April 2013, it elaborates on how migrant and refugee 
youth – teenagers and young adults – struggle to build a new life in Brazil. This means facing the 
challenges of inclusion after having undergone migratory itineraries, sometimes under deep 
humanitarian and economic tensions, to then deal with Brazilians’ own social complexities in a period 
of economic discontent and political turmoil. It also involves how citizenship is seen, not only as a 
migratory status but as a process of growing autonomy and fight for rights recognition. This 
perspective juxtaposes with the challenges of being young in a new cultural, linguistic, socioeconomic 
and political context, with its own codes. Drawing reflections from fieldwork research we present an 
analysis of the relation between personal dreams, plans and life projects, particularly through 
Toussaint’s first years in Brazil. We emphasize Gilberto Velho’s concept of “field of possibility”, as the 
field that is constituted by cultural traditions and social structure but in which there is room to 
maneuver. We take this concept to frame this young migrant’s personal accounts embedded in a larger 
ethnographic perspective. We reflect on his individual goals as well as what is shared with Brazilian 
youth. We also reflect on how personal practices and aspirations are changed by and rebuilt in a 
migration context, considering that young people make constrained choices. Nevertheless, this reduced 
range of possibilities, in some cases, emerges as new to them.

Despite the age-based definitions, we recognize in this research youth as a self-attributed identity. We 
still adopt the traditional cultural studies concept of youth culture linked to resistance, but we also try to
stretch the definition by making a conceptual and substantive approach to Latin America and Brazil’s 
reality, considering how these young people deal with social, cultural and material living conditions. 
We are also interested in the trajectories experienced up until settling in Brazil, taking into account the 
regional nuances and cultural specificities of this wide country. In this regard, this paper interrogates 
how youth, as a multidimensional phenomenon, encompasses social and biographical aspects that 
transform and are transformed by the consequences of displacement.
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How Migration Crisis Galvanises Identity: Between 

Vulnerability and Resilience

Authors

Ms. Afroditi Maria Koulaxi - London School of Economics and Political Science

Abstract

The paper explores how migration crisis galvanizes citizens’ reflexive identity through encounters with 
noncitizens that are primarily mediated in a city of compounded crisis. The paper explores national 
identity in a dialogical framework that is always defined through the encounter with the Other, who in 
the case of the multicultural city, is primarily embodied and represented as the migrant noncitizen. 
Based on a 4-month qualitative work (online and offline ethnography as well as in-depth interviews 
with Greek citizens in a multicultural neighbourhood), it shows how polarized identities emerge both as
a result of crisis and of pre-existing systems of knowledge – where media have a prevalent role – that 
lead to limited embodied interaction with noncitizens.

The first section explores the subtheme of ‘Insecurity’ and addresses how economic insecurity is tied to
ontological insecurity. It does so by showing how migration is mediated as a threat to the national 
welfare system and resources. 

The section that follows addresses the subtheme of ‘Inequality’. It shows that the knowledge of co-
presence of and (mainly mediated) encounter between citizens and city dwellers in the symbolic streets 
of the neighbourhood is what makes it a crisis, adding to the interaction of other social, economic and 
political crisis in the respective community. 

The last part of the chapter ends on ‘Comospolitanization’ by showing that citizens use social media as 
a strategy of resistance to the hegemonic discourses around migration and the idea of Fortress Europe. 
The so-called ‘migration crisis’ has diversified citizens’ identity and the city of Athens. 

The main takeaway is that despite the fact that citizens might have embodied encounters with migrants 
on the material streets of the neighbourhood, the encounter functions as a confirmation of identity. The 
polarised identity has no possibilities to become dialectical and the only real encounter (positive or 
negative) is only through established systems of knowledge and especially through the media. The 
simple visibility of the proximate Other immediately mobilises systems of mediation that converge, 
dominate and finally interpret the encounter with the noncitizen.
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Rethinking Media and Migration Beyond Boundaries: A 

Cross-National Comparison on the Representation of 

Migration in Brazil and the United Kingdom

Authors

Ms. Isabella Gonçalves - Department of Communication, Johannes Gutenberg University

Dr. Yossi David - Department of Communication, Johannes Gutenberg University

Abstract

This paper aims to systematically review the current status of the empirical research regarding media 
representation of immigrants and refugees in Brazil and the United Kingdom in order to analyze key 
similarities and differences between the global south and the global north. It aims to identify three 
different dimensions (1) research methods, (2) studied population, and (3) valence of this 
representation for the purpose of evaluating differences and similarities in the research focuses on 
media and migration in Brazil and the United Kingdom. To the best of our knowledge, this is the first 
systematic literature review that compares studies conducted in the global south and the global north. 
Thus, comparing countries from different continents is beneficial to bridge this gap in the literature.

Our paper included 47 peer-review articles published in the past two decades in English and Portuguese
in indexed journals about migration and/or refugees in legacy and digital media. For summarizing the 
literature, we used the N-Vivo and the SPSS software to code the information. We followed the 
Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analysis (PRISMA) to collect, map, and 
systematize the reviewed literature. The findings show that while in the United Kingdom’s studies 
generally adopt quantitative methods (50.0%), and use a comparative approach (57.0%), in Brazil, most
of the studies focus on a single country (only one study is comparative), and the methodology is 
frequently qualitative (95.0%). In addition, while in the United Kingdom they focus primarily on 
newspapers (75.0%), in Brazil, the research is diverse across platforms, including newspapers (35.3%), 
Television (11.8%), social media (11.8%), or a combination of platforms (35.3%).

The analysis also shows the prevalence of negative, positive, and neutral valence and correspondence 
to threat, victim, and hero framings in Brazil and the United Kingdom. In both countries, the aggregate 
media representation in the data analyzed in the literature reviewed in this paper is mostly negative 
(50.0%), followed by neutral (33.3% and 31.3%, respectively), and a minority of positive (16.7% and 

5



18.8%, respectively) valence. It seems that a majority of the actors quoted in the news are state 
authorities, both in favor or against migrants or refugee’s rights, but we cannot hear the migrant’s or 
refugee’s voice in most cases. Mass media in both countries silence and under-represent the main actors
and contribute to stereotyping and otherization processes. This paper will contribute to new 
comparative perspectives in research regarding media representation of immigrants and refugees, 
demonstrating similarities and differences of discursive patterns and the preservation of asymmetrical 
power relationships by the media in the global south and global north countries.
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Breaking the Spiral of Silence: Chinese Diaspora’s 

Expression Behavior in the 2019-2020 Hong Kong Protests 

on Social Media

Authors

Ms. Xiaofeng Jia - University of Miami

Ms. Yang Yi - University of Miami

Abstract

The 2019-2020 Hong Kong protests are one of the manifestations of the contradiction between the 
Chinese Communist Party's undermining of Hong Kong’s political autonomy and the Hong Kong 
people’s protection of their democratic rights. In this series of protests, people in Hong Kong, as key 
participants, used their media literacy skills to organize, mobilize, and initiate the protests and 
collective actions on social media (Fang & Repnikova, 2018). However, Chinese diasporas from 
mainland China also play an important role in the social media “battlefield”. Comparing to the people 
who live in mainland China, Chinese diasporas are not blocked from social media such as Facebook, 
Twitter, YouTube, and Instagram by the Great Firewall of China (GFW), and they can get access to 
news coverage that reported by different news agencies about the protests without censorship. Although
their opinions may not the mainstream on social media, many of them still choose to express their 
political opinions. As a unique group in this incident, their expression behaviors on social media are the
object of this study. Hence, the purpose of this research is to examine how cultural factors may predict 
the Chinese diaspora’s expression behavior against majority opinion on social media.

The spiral of silence framework elaborates factors that determine whether individuals are willing to 
express their opinions in public (Noelle-Neumann,1974, 1993). It can help illuminate why someone 
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chooses to speak out or remain silent when faced with a controversial issue with a strong moral 
component. With the popularization of online interaction, several studies suggested that social media 
may have a liberating effect in which users feel they may express opinions more freely because social 
media allow people to be cloaked in anonymity (Gearhart & Zhang, 2014; Rössler, Schulz, & Schulz, 
2014). In addition, scholars also call for more research to examine cultural moderators in the spiral of 
silence process (Jörg Matthes et al., 2012). According to the cultural background of Chinese diasporas, 
patriotism tendency and consensus with family members will be the moderators in this study. 
Therefore, the following hypotheses are proposed:

H1: There will be an interaction effect of (a) FSI (b) WTSC and patriotism tendency to the willingness 
to express opinions in social media with an opposite mainstream opinion.

H2: There will be an interaction effect of (a) FSI (b) WTSC and consensus with family members to the 
willingness to express opinions in social media with an opposite mainstream opinion.

An online survey was conducted on Amazon MTurk to collect data from Chinese diasporas. A total of 
500 survey questionnaires were collected in February 2020. All the measurements were adapted from 
previous research. In sum, this study makes theoretical contributions to identify the cultural factors that
can break the spiral of silence process under a special cultural context. The complicated and 
controversial issues of the 2019-2020 Hong Kong protests, the unique cultural background of Chinese 
diasporas, and the expression of political opinion in a hostile environment on social media have 
combined to make such research challenging but also highly significant.
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Social media, scams, and the transnational everyday: young 

men’s perspectives on ‘upward’ and ‘outward’ mobility in 

Hargeisa, Somaliland

Authors

Dr. Peter Chonka - King's College London

Abstract

This paper examines how social media are used by young men in Somaliland to imagine and facilitate 
‘upward’ (socio-economic) and ‘outward’ (international) mobility, with a focus on some of the risks of 
migration/mobility-related scamming that they encounter on different platforms. The paper is based on 
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the author’s development and preliminary testing of an innovative method for engaging young people 
about their online lives (‘screen-shot elicitation’ group interviews) as well as digital ethnographic 
investigation of particular scamming practices related to bogus local and international job and 
education opportunities. Existing research on migrants’ use of social media has primarily focused on 
those en route to global North contexts, or on perspectives of diaspora communities engaging back 
with ‘homelands’. Conversely, this paper stresses the importance of exploring the transnational 
everyday digital experiences of potential migrants within urban Horn of Africa contexts and their views
of external diaspora communities whose online content they engage with on a daily basis. The paper 
explores how ideas and experiences of outward and upward mobility are intertwined, and the impacts 
of everyday social media use on these dynamics. Apparent migration opportunities on social media 
content both reflect and shape young people’s ideas about life in the diaspora, their orientations towards
possible migration, and more general notions of social mobility. At the same time, these digital 
practices and connections present risks of criminal scamming, extortion and misinformation that often 
relate to international mobility and the pursuit of economic opportunities in the diaspora. The paper 
details the transnational construction of elaborate digital scamming techniques and the role of user-
generated content generated through intertwined local and diasporic digital social networks. The 
findings highlight the importance of studying transnational/diasporic digital connections from the 
perspective of young people within cities in the Somali Horn of Africa (beyond a focus on external 
‘digital diasporas’) and the need for further research on the meanings of transnationally-orientated 
‘digital literacy’ in the context.
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MPS paper - Latinos for Trump? Intersectional identities 

and political participation among Cuban and non-Cuban 

Latinx voters in greater Miami

Authors

Ms. Hannah Artman - University of Miami

Ms. Ahzin Bahraini - University of Miami

Dr. Sallie Hughes - University of Miami
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Abstract

In contemporary national politics, Florida’s swing state status has depended in part upon a treasure 
trove of Democratic votes from Miami-Dade County to counter conservative tendencies elsewhere in 
the state. Miami-Dade is a minority majority county where Latinos are the majority in the county and 
Cuban and Cuban-American voters represent the biggest national origin group. During the 2020 
election, the Republican presidential candidate cut decisively into Democrats’ vote stockpile in Miami-
Dade, closing the gap from a 30 percentage point loss in 2016 to just 7 points in 2020. Much of this 
dramatic shift is popularly attributed to how Republicans’ communication strategy targeted differing 
national origin groups of Latinx voters, including the old guard of early arrival Cubans, as well as 
newer Cuban and non-Cuban arrivals - presumed to be more politically diverse and Democrat-leaning. 
Pundits called the 2020 shift nothing short of “stunning.” In this essay we use constructivist approaches
to understand this phenomenon from the perspective of the Latinx voter in Miami-Dade County. What 
aspects of identity and experience resonated strongly enough to move this bloc of voters? Among the 
hypothesized factors are how targeted media strategies evoked exiles’ experiences with socialism in 
home countries, the association of Trump’s wealth with the American Dream, and Spanish-language 
media hosts who ratched up anti-Black racism as a more salient vote choice determinant. We explore 
these and other possibilities through in-depth interviews, focus group conversations, and screenings of 
media materials from 2020 and 2021 with Trump and Biden supporters who are of Cuban and non-
Cuban origin.
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Rethinking borders as emotive formations: Sri Lankan 

migrant women’s soap opera consumption in Australia

Authors

Dr. Shashini Gamage - La Trobe University

Abstract

A growing body of diasporic media research has shown how ways of consuming media from home 
countries lend to the transnationalisation of everyday migrant lives through imagery, memory and 
language of an audiovisual nature, blurring spatial and temporal borders that emerge from migration 
and mobility. Such diasporic media contexts also provide important fields for examining the role of 
emotions and affect in transcending proximity, identity and mobility in the everyday lives of migrants. 
Yet, scholarship on emotions in relation to media and migration largely remains an emergent field that 

9



warrants further research. Contributing to this developing research on emotions and affect, this article 
examines Sri Lankan migrant women’s consumption of soap operas from the home-country in 
Melbourne, Australia, and the transnational flows of emotions that circulate from talking about what 
they watch. Ethnographic research conducted at a diasporic soap opera club and the homes of Sinhalese
Sri Lankan migrant women in Melbourne discussed in this article show how emotive interpretations of 
soap opera narratives, characters and imagery enable sensory experiences of place and time where the 
idea of borders entangle in exchanges of affective meanings and pleasures. This article examines the 
gendered nature of these emotions that build on imagery and messages of female characters in the 
women-oriented narratives from the home-country, contributing to the transnational feminisation of 
affective economies. Talking about soap operas is a vital feature of watching them and this paper 
examines Sri Lankan women’s soap opera clubs in Melbourne as a significant enabler of this oral 
culture, lending to the production of emotive cultural flows through interpretations of the narratives in 
women’s friendship groups. Women’s emotive imaginaries shaped by the soap operas shape their 
spatial and temporal strategies of living as migrants, demonstrating how notions of borders and 
boundaries are reconstructed and deconstructed in ubiquitous, individual, and collective diasporic 
spaces, such as the soap opera club and women’s homes. Such media-induced environments where 
emotions and affect produce nuanced interpretations of selfhoods, collective identities, place and time, 
offer complex formations of borders that are emotive and multi-faceted for becoming and being 
migrants, unsettling host/home dichotomies of migration and mobility.

Submission ID
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Reframing Diaspora Cinema: Towards a Theoretical 

Framework

Authors

Mr. Alexander De Man - Ghent University

Abstract

This paper reviews how the concept of “diaspora cinema” has featured in academic discourses over the 
past 30 years, examining its underpinning critical paradigms. The gained access to film production by 
migrant and diasporic filmmakers in the Western hemisphere, together with the increased cinematic 
visibility of cross-cultural encounters since the 1980s truly makes apparent what Andrew Higson 
(2000: 64) described as “the limiting imagination of national cinema”. As such, the process of 
theorizing the emergence of ‘hyphenated” creatives in Europe such as Turkish-German, Mahgrebi-
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French, and Black-British filmmakers (e.g. Fatih Akin, Abdellatif Kechiche, John Akomfrah) has 
provoked an upsurge of transnational sensibilities within film studies (see e.g. Higson, 2000; Ezra & 
Rowden, 2005; Higbee, 2007).

In the wake of this shift, the concept of “diaspora cinema” has been increasingly understood in its 
imbrication with third (world) cinema, postcolonial cinema, exilic cinema, transnational cinema, 
accented cinema, intercultural cinema, cinema of displacement, cinema of transvergence, etc. Though 
highly indispensable, the result of this shift is a theoretical labyrinth of definitive and descriptive 
models of diaspora cinema that aim to conceptualise and categorise a heterogeneous and perhaps even 
unidentifiable body of films, based on issues of authorship, interstitial modes of production, 
representational strategies, and/or aesthetic choices (see e.g. Marks, 1999; Naficy, 2001; Petty, 2008; 
Berghahn & Sternberg, 2010; Mercer, 2016). While aiming to critically map out these 
conceptualisations, this paper advances an understanding of diaspora cinema as an instrumental 
framework to grasp how diaspora identities, cultures, and spaces are discursively co-constructed 
through cinematic practices rather than as a cinematic category an sich. By applying diaspora cinema as
a term “bon pour penser avec”, we avoid the pitfall of problematically essentializing diaspora cinema 
as an object of study based on an arbitrarily selected set of criteria upon which it ought to (or ought not 
to) be operationalized. Moreover, this approach allows for a more “rhizomatic” positioning of migrant 
and diasporic film practices with regard to the complex interplay of the national versus the 
transnational, the local versus the global, the homeland versus the hostland and the colonial past versus 
the alleged postcolonial present.

Submission ID
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MPS paper - On-Demand Migrants in Brazil

Authors

Dr. Sofia Zanforlin - Assistant Professor, Universidade Federal de Pernambuco

Dr. Rafael Grohmann - Assistant Professor, Universidade do Vale do Rio dos Sinos

Dr. Amanda Alencar - Erasmus University Rotterdam - ESHCC

Abstract

This proposal is based on training programs for migrant entrepreneurs and aims to analyze how the 
platformization of labor and the entrepreneurialism discourse - as aspects of communication - shape the
relationship of migrants living in São Paulo with the Migraflix NGO and its partners, such as Facebook
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and Uber, exponents of the gig economy. We conducted interviews with ten migrants and refugees in 
São Paulo for two years. The interviewees' discourses reveal that entrepreneurial rhetoric hides 
situations of job insecurity, lack of transparency in hiring and paying for services, and dependence on 
NGOs for participation in events and markets. Migrants depend on the NGO to be able to work and 
cannot earn a minimum income to survive and must also work as drivers for companies like Uber - in 
line with studies on migrant labor in the gig economy. Thus, in context of platform migration, these 
people are turned into on-demand migrants.

Submission ID
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MPS paper - #Migrantes on TikTok and platformed 

belongings

Authors

Mrs. Daniela Jaramillo-Dent - University of Huelva

Mr. Yan Asadchy - School of Humanities, Tallinn University

Dr. Amanda Alencar - Erasmus University Rotterdam - ESHCC

Abstract

Migrant voices have traditionally been underrepresented in both conventional and digital media 
platforms. In this sense, their narratives are routinely told by others, actors with their own agendas, who
instrumentalize the migrant experience to fit their own communicative intentions and persuasive goals. 
Thus, the present study attempts to understand how TikTok, one of the most popular social media 
platforms in the world with more than 1.5 billion downloads, turns migrants into content creators. The 
analysis of 198 TikTok videos created by Latin American users who explicitly self-identify as migrants 
living in the US and Spain, enables the assessment of aspirational and performative content that in 
some cases constitutes an attempt at self-governance by migrant populations. This analysis serves to 
theorize about platformed belongings, which involve creative and narrative practices of belonging and 
identity that harness the technical configurations of this platform to negotiate symbolic boundaries. The
sample is purposive, identified through hashtags using the digital snowball method. Videos and 
metadata were scraped using a Python script.
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Diaspora, Media Representation, Boundaries of Identities:A 

Revisitation of News of Terror and the Woolwich Killing

Authors

Dr. Oluwafunmilayo Bode (Funmi) Alakija - Moshood Abiola Polytechnic,Ojere, Abeokuta

Abstract

This paper revisits the Woolwich incident of the 22 May 2013, when a British soldier, Lee Rigby of the 
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers, was brutally murdered by 27-year-old Michael Adebolajo and 22-year-old
Michael Adebowale, two Britons of Nigerian heritage within the context of media representation, 
migrants’ identities and racialised boundaries. The paper argues that while hybrid identities have been 
celebrated as the most appropriate concept for describing the diasporic consciousness of migrants in 
navigating the multiple terrains, and the social processes that shape their diasporic everyday 
experiences in the countries of settlement; hybridity is not a seamless fusion, it disassembles and 
reconfigures at certain moments in the diasporic experience of migrants, especially for the second 
generation offspring of the initial migrants. The findings presented in this paper is the result of an 
ethnographic surprise during a seven months ethnography participant observation and 67 semi 
structured interview with first and second generation members of the Nigerian diaspora who use the 
diasporic space of ‘Little Lagos’ Peckham, South East London for residential, commerce, and religious 
activities. The paper shows how the multiple identifications of migrants continue to generate complex 
debates in the context of migration, media and identity. That the notion of ‘power’ shall continue to be 
central to media representation while the migrants themselves would continue to respond to what they 
perceive as “race,” racism, ethnicity, and social exclusion with regards to media representation and 
their status as minorities in the British mainstream despite the thesis of Multiculturalism and Cultural 
diversity as a social policy that is a cornerstone of British society

Submission ID
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The Creole Web - Creolité as a Digital Logic

Authors

Dr. Douglas-Wade Brunton - University of the West Indies
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Abstract

We live in a digital world. Technology has irretrievably altered the ways in which we receive and 
process information, it has also drastically increased the opportunity for punitive surveillance of 
difference and the fanning of flames of hatred through electronic dog whistling. Recent global events 
have demonstrated the importance of a logic that can help us make sense of identity formation in the 
unmapped spaces that our online connections take us and in the online places that are constructed as a 
result of the flows of labour, capital and technology. This thirdspace where all spaces meet - the real 
and the imagined,(technology) the objective (capital), and the subjective (labour) - is the world as we 
wish it, or arguably the world as we are experiencing it in this present moment. This thirdspace is not 
new; it has a historical analogue - the Caribbean. It is here that the real and the imagined, the objective 
and subjective were thrown together creating, inter/culturated or creole societies which grew 
organically in these thirdspaces. The resulting polyculturalism, and its forms of capturing the everyday 
nature of life in such societies constructs the creole as a technological product of place through which 
the world is both filtered and newly constructed; allowing for this construct to be deployed toward a 
new understanding of the personal and social constructions afforded by the New World of online spaces
as people continue to negotiate the intricacies of time, place, and interpellations in such unmapped or 
unknown spaces.

The Creole Web begins from the perspective that identity is political. It is, it is also local, in that both 
its consensual nature and its subjectivity bound it within the confines of temporality and spatiality, 
constructs at once epiphenomenal and subject to technology. This is the lived experience of creole 
peoples. This notion of staying local while thinking global is key to negotiating the world that we live 
in as online affinity networks of activists, technologists and influencers often work to create local 
communities that provide critical mass to a global cause should the need arise. Transforming identity 
through the lived construction of representation is also the lived experience of people who negotiate 
online spaces, as they build identities through discursive ontologies of place predicated on the 
technological affordances available to the space. In doing so they are creolizing these places through 
their use of technology and the labour they put into creating these discursive ontologies of place and 
belonging. Created through the epiphenomenal consideration of time in which the political power of 
identity is not necessarily predicated on past constructs but almost always dependent on immediate 
interpretation and interpellation – these places carved out of the online spaces of apps and platforms 
become creole societies in which everyone’s lived experience is brought to bear in the construction of a
culture for that place through which one can situate one’s self.
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