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INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR MASS COMMUNICATION RESEARCH 

Minutes of the 10th General Assembly 

Friday, 3rd September 1976 

University of Leicester, England 

The President informed the meeting of the death of Honorary President 
Femand Terrou. Those present stood in silence in respectful memory 
of one of the Association's founder members, suid Professor Fattorello 
and Mr Bellanger spoke, paying tribute to his valuable work and service 
to the Association. Similar tributes were paid to Professor Vladimir 
Klimes, another valued member of long standing, who had been forced 
by illness to resign from his position on the Bureau of the Association. 

The minutes of the 9th General Assembly held in Leipzig on 21 September 197^, 
previously distributed, were approved and signed as a correct record of 
that meeting. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

The President reported on the continued development and progress of the 
Association. The Association now had over 700 members from ^6 different 
countries, whereas in 1973 there had been only 22 fully paid-up members 
from a mere handful of countries. The genuine international and increasingly 
representative nature of the Association was becoming firmly established, 
and it was particularly encouraging to note the increase in membership from 
the Third World. Moreover, the increase in quantity had been matched by an 
increase in quality and activity. The President felt that one of the maiai-
festations of these developments could be seen in the papers presented to, 
and the overall participation in, the Leicester Conference. Gradually the 
Association was beginning to function as an effective NGO of UNESCO. UNESCO 
had responded to this progress by agreeing to provide financial support for 
the Association's publications and meetings. UNESCO was also anxious to 
have regular help and cooperation from the Association in advisory and 
consultancy capacities appropriate to an NGO. It was also noted with 
satisfaction that many media institutions, including the BBC and IBA, had 
contributed in several ways to the Leicester Conference and General Assembly. 
The President also reported on increasing cooperation with other bodies such 
as the Association for Education in Journalism and the International 
Sociological Association, both bodies being represented at the Leicester 
Conference. The report was received and approved. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

It was noted that the financial report reflected the improving and developing 
situation. There was an overall balance in hand at 30/6/76 of 32,792 Swiss 
Francs compared with 17,997 Swiss Francs at l/l/7^, and only if,000 Swiss 
Francs some two years before that. However, it was also noted that the 
Association was not an affluent one - neither did it particularly seek to 
become one. The Executive Committee recommended that for the time being 
the Association should refrain from the financing of special projects, and 
should use the limited funds available to facilitate efficient organization, 
administration, and to cover the increased costs of postage, attendance at 
meetings, etc. The report was received and approved. 
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AMENEMENTS TO STATUTES 

Follovn.ng a report on the work of the Statutes Committee, the amended 
Statutes as approved and submitted by the Executive Committee/International 
Council, previously circulated to members in accordance with Statutes, were 
received and approved. Members of the Statutes Committee, Professor 
Loeffler and Dr Kohlass in particular, were thanked for their excellent 
work in successfully completing a very difficult and complex task. 

NEW MEMBERS 

It was reported that the names of new members approved by the International 
Council would be incorporated into the new list which would be sent to all 
members. Accreditation had been granted to the National Councils recently 
formed in Czechoslovakia and Finland, and there was a likelihood that a new 
National Council would be formed in France. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND CATEGORIES OF MEMBERSHIP 

a) The International Council reported on its proposals re. the need to 
increase subscriptions (the first such proposal for many years) and 
on its discussions re. possible anomalies in the subscriptions for 
the grades of collective membership. After discussion, changes were 
approved as follows: 

Old New 

Sfr 50 for individual members Sfr 50 for individual members 
Sfr 100 for universities and Sfr 200 for universities and 

institutes (minimum . institutes (minimum 
charge) charge) 

Sfr 200 for national councils Sfr 500 for national councils and 
or international to 8OO national institutions 

Sfr 800 organizations Sfr 500 for international organizatio 

b) It was also agreed to introduce a new category of Bneritus member for 
those who had retired from full-time salaried positions. The subscriptio 
for this category was fixed at Sfr 25. (i.e. half the individual rate) 

FI]TURE CONFERENCES AND ASSEMBLIES 

The General Assembly approved the recommendations of the International 
Council: 

a) (i) that the 1978 meeting should be in Warsaw. 
(ii) that in principle the I98O meeting should be in a Third 

World country. Venezuela and Nigeria were mentioned 
as possibilities. 

b) that Beltran, PLsarek and Schiller, together with the President and 
General Secretary, should form the Programme Committee for the Warsaw 
Conference. It was also agreed that 

(i) members of the Pblish Organizing Committee should be co-opted; 
(ii) the main theme of the I978 Warsaw Conference woxild be Mass 

Media and National Cultures. * 
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ELECTION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AND THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL 

a) The attached list, as recommended by the International Council, was 
unajiimously approved. 

b) It was noted that according to the Statutes, members of the International 
Council were elected for four years but that, in the first instance, it 
might be appropriate if one half of the elected members would "resign" 
after two years. This would mean that in the future not all the 
elected members would complete their tenii of office at the same time. 
The names of those who would "resign"after two years might be decided 
by drawing lots, or in some other equitable way decided by the 
International Council. The matter was referred to the International 
Council for further consideration. 

THE SECTIONS OF THE ASSOCIATION 

a) Reports 

Reports were received from the following Sections - History, Legal, 
Social Psychology, Bibliography, Television, Developing Countries, 
Professional Training and International Understanding. 

b) Status, Functions and Future Developments of Sections 

It was noted that, according to the Statutes, it was the task of the 
General Assembly to establish, commission or dissolve Sections and 
that the International Council was responsible for appointing the 
Presidents of Sections. In principle, therefore, the first decision 
m.ust be with the General Assembly to set up a Section and give it 
a task, target or policy. But in those cases where the Sections 
had been active for several years it was felt that it was more a 
matter of a "vote of confidence" than the establishment of terms of 
reference. On the whole it appeared that the recommendation from the 
International Council was accepted, namely that those Sections that 
were working effectively should be confirmed in their role. Additionally 
it was accepted that some Sections (Social Psychology, Developing 
Countries, and Professional Training) might play an active role in the 
programme of the Warsaw Conference, and that the officers of the latter 
Section should cooperate with the Association for Education in Journalism, 
the International Organisation of Journalists, and other interested 
bodies with a view to arranging a special session at the Warsaw Conference 

under the general heading of Professional Training. Professors, _,_̂  
Zassoursky and Fattorello would discuss this possibility with Proifet.:...,x.-̂~.. 
Cole, Rush and Nordenstreng. 

There was a lengthy discussion on the future development of Sections. 
Votes were not taken, although it was accepted - following reports from 
those connected with the Section - that the Sections on Terminology, 
Technology, Satellites and Publications had ceased to exist. They 
could, of course, be reactivated or new ones established at a later » 
date. 

It was agreed that the v/hole question should be referred to the Internationa 
Council, whose members woiold be greatly helped in their deliberations if 
they had the benefit of members* written comments, on this and other 
matters, relevant to the future of the Association. The President was 
instructed to write to members accordingly. 



c) Participation 

There was emphasis throughout these and other discussions at the 
Assembly on the need for more widespread participation in the affairs 
of the Association, and members were encouraged to write in with their 
criticisms, comments and suggestions. It was also suggested in this 
connection that, at Conference level, the organization of small groups, 
workshops, round tables, etc. at Leicester had been a great success, 
and should be repeated at future Conferences. 

11, RESOLUTIONS 

The General Assembly concluded by unanimously passing two resolutions. 
The first, reflecting in particular the Latin American experience and 
coming from the Round Table on Communication Policies, (a) stressed the 
need to establish international communication policies in the service of 
democratic development, particularly in the Third World; (b) confirmed 
the support for UNESCO's concern with "the universal right to communicate" 
and its promotion of world communication policies as meeins of overcoming 
imderdevelopment and undemocratic practices; and (c) condemned those 
institutions and nations with vested interests which resulted in obstacles 
being placed in the way of freedom of communication and comraionication 
research. 

The second, which stemmed from a concern about the obstacles to communi
cation and a wish to encourage the exchange of information and to bring 
about improvements in communication practice, policy and research, 
recommended that the Executive Board of lAMCR should: 

a) take action in order to foster the study of all measures allowing 
a real and genuine right to communicate useful and trustworthy 
information between various parts of the world, including the so-
called Third World; 

b) carefully consider the proposals formulated at the meeting of the 
Section on International Understanding re. cross-national research 
on media presentation of other covmtries and the need to foster 
mutual understanding; 

c) take full account of the report issued by UNESCO on March 26th 1976 
about the interpretation of experience by and through mass media. 

12, VOTE OF THANKS 

The Assembly unsmimously expressed its appreciation of, and passed a 
warm vote of thanks to, all those involved, both inside and outside 
the University of Leicester, for the waY in which the Conference had 
been so successfully organized and carri ed out. 

i 
James D E 

O ^ 

, President - lAMffR 

%1 ^% 


















